I.  Semester Course Level Definitions

[bookmark: _GoBack]A 1000-level History course is an introductory survey of a broad geographical and chronological topic, such as American/U.S. history, western civilization, or world history.  These courses are aimed at students with little or no background in history who desire broad introductory surveys in which the focus is on mastery of subject matter, as well as those seeking teaching certification in Integrated Social Studies.  Students are introduced to broad, introductory-level narratives of history, as well as to selected primary sources or excerpts of primary sources.  1000-level courses may not be counted toward the History major or minor, and are not taught frequently.  

2000-level History courses are intermediate-level courses that serve as entry-level GE courses and also constitute the building blocks of the History major and minor.  A 2000-level course offers an introduction to a certain geographical or thematic field, such as early modern European history, modern U.S. history, women’s history, cultural history, environmental history, the history of war, or the history of love.  It may also provide an introduction to a more focused subject or theme, such as migration in modern Europe, childhood in the western world, or the history of anti-Semitism.  
A 2000-level course develops the following skills:
· Students should have a firm understanding of the difference between primary and secondary sources and of the manner in which each type of source is employed in the analysis of past events.  Students will also be introduced to different types of primary and secondary sources.  
· They should be able to identify, discuss critically, and analyze in writing the main argument in a secondary source.  
· They should be able to write a summary or review of a primary or a secondary source.  (2000-level courses stress foundational, university-level writing skills.)

A 3000-level History course offers upper-intermediate, and often more specialized, training in the geographical and thematic fields introduced at the 2000 level, as well as in-depth training in more focused subjects, such as American presidential elections, the history of medicine in Latin America, magic and witchcraft in early modern Europe, science and technology in East Asia, or Jewish communities under Muslim rule.  3000-level courses comprise the core of the History major and minor.  They carry GE credit and are open to non-History majors, as well.  A student must take at least one 2000-level History course before enrolling in a 3000-level History course, although this requirement may be waived with permission of the instructor.
A 3000-level course develops the following skills:
· Students should be able to identify and appraise critically different scholarly interpretations of key events and phenomena as conveyed in secondary sources.  
· Students will be introduced to different historical methodologies.
· They should be able to synthesize the information and/or interpretations contained in a variety of primary sources.  
· They should be able to write an analytical paper that synthesizes information contained in a number of secondary and/or primary sources.  (Writing assignments will be more intellectually complex than those in 2000-level courses, and will build on writing skills developed at the 2000 level.)

The 4000-level Reading and Research History seminars are open only to History majors and minors.  They stress critical reading and writing centered on a well-defined topic in a geographical or thematic field.  Students are strongly encouraged to take the reading seminar first (usually in the junior year), followed by the writing seminar (usually in the senior year).
· The reading seminar ordinarily culminates in the preparation of an extended historiographical essay or an equivalent critical analysis of different secondary and primary sources.  This course trains students to evaluate critically the contributions/interpretations of a number of primary and secondary sources to the study of a particular historical subject.  
· The research seminar culminates in the preparation of a substantial research paper employing both primary and secondary sources.  This course trains students to conduct historical research in primary and secondary sources and to synthesize the results of that research in a substantial analytical paper.  

5000-level courses are designed for both Undergraduate and Graduate Students.   The History Department generally offers very few of these combined courses.   As per the University definitions, these are advanced Level courses providing undergraduate credit that may be counted toward a major or field of specialization. These courses also offer foundational coursework and research providing graduate or professional credit.

