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A few weeksago,Mortar BoardandSphinx
honoredOhio State University faculty
membersandstaffwho hadprovided
distinguishedinstruction, advising,and
inspirationto undergraduates.Such
recognition qualifiesas amajor deal,given
that Mortar Boardand Sphinxare amongthe
nation’s mostprestigioushonor societies,
andthat the local
chapterof Sphinx,
founded100 years
ago, is the oldestsuch
society on our
campus. Mortar
Board, foundedhere
in 1915,isonly
slightly younger. It is
also noteworthythat

the recognitionof
faculty took placeat a
ceremonyattendedby
PresidentKarenA.
Holbrook andProvost
BarbaraSnyder.

Whatdoesall of thishaveto do with our
Department?The answeris that of 52
faculty andstaff from acrossthe university
who werehonored,four of them were
history faculty: ProfessorMansel Blackford,

ProfessorKevin Boyle, ProfessorDonna

Guy, andProfessorHeatherTanner. The

honoringof thesefour faculty membersis
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certainly a mark of their individual devotion
to studentsandclassroomskills, andthey
deserveour highpraise.I also believethat
the extremelyhigh concentrationof
honoreesin our departmentnearly eight
percentof all suchawardsuniversity-wide
reflects the department’s cultureof
maintaininga seriouscommitmentto
excellencein undergraduateinstructionand
advising.

In addition, we
were also delighted
to learnrecently
that Professor
RandolphRoth won
the 2007Excellence
in the Teachingof
History Award from
the Ohio Academy
of History. The
Academyrepresents
the common
interestsof
hundredsof

professionalhistoriansacrossthe state,and
it issuesthis annualaward to recognize one
professorin the entire statewho gained
distinction as a teacherof history. That
ProfessorRoth securedthe 2007 award is a
greatpersonalaccomplishmentfor him, and
ffirther evidencethat the departmentvalues
andnurturessuch excellence.

Taking Time

I am delightedto reportthat lastFall I



appointedProfessorRoth to the new
positionof UndergraduatePlacement
Officer. My hopewasto havea dedicated
faculty memberservingas a point of contact
for history majorsinterestedin pursuing
graduatedegreesin our field. ProfessorRoth
hastakenhis responsibilitiesseriously,and
hasmet with severalmajors to discuss
proceduresfor competingeffectively for
admissionto graduate schools,standards
that graduateschoolswill expectto seein an
applicationportfolio, and steps thatmajors
can taketo preparethemselvesfor graduate
study. If you areinterestedin earningan
MA or a Ph.D. in history, I encourageyou to
contact ProfessorRoth roth.5osu.edu.
And keep in mind that thesophomoreyear is
not too earlya time to startthinking and
planning.

Bestwishesfor academicsuccess!

PeterL. Hahn
ProfessorandChair

Congratulations...
to history major Laura Herbert

who won an award in the Autumn 2006
Undergraduate Research Scholarship
competition The funds will be used to
support research for her Senior Honors
Thesis Her project is on ‘The
Participation of Jewish Argentine Young
Adults in Jewish Institutions from 1976-
1983, and she is working with Prof
Donna Guy as adviser

The History Department applauds Laura
for the hard work that brought her to this
point The Senior Honors Thesis is an
educational opportunity that many
outstanding history majors should
consider.

to an award
winner.
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Threenew faculty membersjoined the
departmentof history this year,andalready
they haveenrichedour programwith their
variedapproachesto teaching.

Lilia Fernandezreceivedthe Ph.D. at the
University of California, SanDiego,and has
taughtat theUniversity of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign. Her specialtyis U.S. Latina/o
historyand she isinterestedin immigration,
urbanandwomen’shistory, raceand
ethnicity. Her currentproject is a studyof

Mexicanand PuertoRican labor migration
to Chicagoduring andafter World War II,
andthe formationof thesecommunitiesand
their social activismthroughthe 1960sand
l970s. Prof Fernandez believeshistory is
incredibly importantbecauseit teachesus
how we got to where wearetoday.

In herclassesshe aimsto expandstudents’
mindsbeyondtheir previousexperience
with the studyof history. She introduces
studentsto alternativevoices,
interpretations,andperspectivesthat they
haveprobably notencounteredbefore. She
also seeksto help students developtheir
critical thinking, analytical,and
communicationskills that will benefit them
throughouttheir collegecareersandbeyond.
Shesaysshehopesthat whenstudentsleave
her class"they havegainedknowledgethat
will help them becomemore responsibleand
socially consciouscitizensof the world."

Prof Lila Fernandez
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Dan Hobbins studiedMedieval historyat
the University of Notre Dame wherehe
earnedthe Ph.D. He then taughtat the
University of Texas-Arlington foroneyear
beforecoming to Ohio State. He specializes
in the European MiddleAges from 500-
1500,especiallyFranceandEngland,and
his researchfocus is late medievalcultural
andintellectual history. He works
especiallyon JeanGerson,the famousearly
15th-centurychancellorof the University of
Paris,andon Joanof Arc. He alsohasside
interestsin the Black DeathandRichard III
of England.

Prof Hobbins loves teachingmedieval
historybecauseit allows us to investigatea
world that isstrange andvery different from
our own. "The medievalpast is like a very
distant country,"he says,and"I think it’s
important to learnaboutperiodsthat are
strange,distant, andbizarre, notjust thosein
which we seeour own reflection." He also
loves the period becausestudentscometo it
with some understandingof medieval
history filteredthrough the popular
culture-for example,the romanticMiddle
Agesthat we seeon film. So he likesto take
that energyand interestandchannelit into a
morenuanced appreciationof the past.

OusmanKobo comesto Ohio Stateafter
finishing graduatestudiesat theUniversity
of Wisconsin,Madison,wherehe earnedthe
Ph.D. in his areaof specialty: twentieth-
centuryWestAfrican history with focuson
social andreligious movements.He is

particularly interestedin twentieth-century
religious resurgencesin GhanaandBurkina
Fasoaspart of the social,economicand
political transformationsof West African
societies.His currentresearchexamines
how 20th-centuryIslamic reformsin Ghana
andBurkina Fasoengagein a dialoguethat
interrogatesthe relationship between
modernityandsecularismon the onehand,
andreligious orthodoxy on the other.

He decidedto pursuea careerin teaching
becausehe wantedto participatein students’
intellectual andsocialdevelopment,while
learningfrom their diverseknowledgeand
experiences.He believesthat eachstudent
he encounters"reflectsa mine of intellectual
dialoguethatcanbe tappedfor mutual
intellectual development,"which he then
canpasson to his next groupof students.
To createa cordial environmentin which
studentscanfreely expresstheir opinions,
while freeing their minds to confront
alternativeexplanationsthat challenge
receivedwisdom,Prof Kobo usesstrategies
andmaterialsthat not only stimulateand
retain students’ interestin the subject,but
also generatedebatethat goesbeyondthe
classroom.He enjoys receiving emailsfrom
former studentstelling how his class
preparedthem to dealwith the nuancesand
indeed,nuisancesof real life situationsin
waysthey did not expectwhenthey enrolled
in the class.

Prof lion Ho/thins

Prof OusmanKobo

3



MESSAGE FROM THE
UNDERGRADUATE HISTORY

OFFICE

Here are someuseful lips or remindersfrom
Maria Mazon director of theUndergraduate
History Office in DullesHall 110.

--3-lou may only aLLor Lrop a
coursevia the Wfl untilthe first
yriciay of the quarter. ‘ib Lrop a
class after that Late you mustgo
to your collegeoffice inperson.
Note: the last Lay to Lrop aclass
ancireceivea CrWJY is SMayiifor
Spring Quarter 2007.

--f you havean assigneifaculty
aLviserpleasetry to meetwith
him or her Luring their sc/icLuCeci
office hoursprior to registering
for an upcomingquarter.

--fyouneeLtosee.fMs. Iviazon,
the bestway to makean
appointmentis simply through
emailat mazomi@osu.eLu.

--If you aregraLuating in Spring
Quarter 2007, youmust iCefor
grad.Tuationby .Mav 4. ‘Thus, you
mustseefMs. JvL azonprior to that
Late to haveyour majorprogram
approvecianLhavethe major
portion ofyour Legreeaudit
entered Note: your 1/story
coursesare notenteredYnto tile
majorportlon ofyourtiegree
audit unt/fyou £arefithda
majorprogram wit/LMc. 1azon.

D OXFORDand BEYOND
---by Sarah McClure
ed. note: Sarah McClure is a senior majoring
in both history andpolitical science

Studying abroad hasenhancedmy college
experiencein waysthat I could not have
imaginedprior to my trip. Living in a
different part of the world allowed me to see
Americanculture from afar,and I gaineda
wholenew perspectiveon my own life as
well as that of America.Living in Oxford,
England affordedme theopportunityto
immersemyself totally into anotherculture
without experiencinga major language
barrier.As a History andPolitical Science
major, studyingAnglo-AmericanLegal
Systems wasan opportunity I could notpass
up and anexperienceI will neverforget.

I began myjourney by attendingthe Study
AbroadFair hostedby the Office of
International EducationOlE. There I
gathered informationabout different study
abroad programs, locations,costs,duration,
andrequirements.After gathering
information I discussedoptions withmy
parentsanddecidedto further pursuethe
Pre-Law programlocatedat Oxford
University. I met with my advisorsto see
how my coursework at Oxford would fit
into my majors.After discoveringthat my
time abroad wouldcount towardsbothof
my majors, I met with an advisorat the
Office of Financial Aid. That office helped
me apply for scholarshipsandfor federally
subsidizedloans tohelp me coverthe costof
my trip.

My studiesat Oxford werepart of a summer
program,and thetiming of the program
madetraveling convenient.During the
program,therewas an extendedweekend
designed for travel opportunities.Ijoined a
large groupof studentsandwe traveled
through the ScottishHighlands, visitedLoch
Ness,andexploredthe fantastic oldcity of
Edinburgh. After the programconcludedin
earlyAugust, I spentthe next few weeks
travelingwith my best friend, exploringthe
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continentwhile spendingtime in six
different countries.

We usedEurail Passesto travel between
countries.From London we traveledto

Paris,where wesawthe Eiffel Tower, the
Louvre, Sacrd-Coeurde Montmartre,and
ChateaudeVersaillc. After experiencing
what Parishadto offer, we hoppedon a train
to Munich, Germany.There we took in the
pleasantatmosphere,visited the Hofbrau
House,saw theGlockenshpiel,and traveled
to NeuschwansteinCastle. In Sulzburg,
Austria we exploredthe old town, fortress,
and theSulzburgCathedral.

After an overnighttrain ride, we found
ourselvesin Geneva,Switzerland.The
United Nations hasan agencyin Geneva;
there is also the Red CrossMuseum. We
sampledthe world famouschocolate and
boughthandmadewatches. Thefinal leg of
ourjoumeywas spent in Italy. We spent
time in bothFlorenceandRome. In
Florence,we sawthe Duomo,Leonardoda
Vinci museum,andthe statueof David. In
Rome,we visited Vatican City, the Trevi

Fountain,the ancientruins, andthe
Coliseum.

Through all of ourtravels, we learnedmany
valuablelessons.Learningto communicate
and navigatein a foreign languagewasa
challenge,but an experiencethat sharpened
our creativity and communicationskills.
Studyingandtraveling is the ultimate way to
spenda summer!

PROF. LYNCH DELIVERS
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS &

When you alreadyhave beenhonoredby

the University with its highest faculty
rank--DistinguishedUniversity
Professor,aswell as the University’s

DistinguishedScholarand Distinguished

Teachingawards,what otherhonor can
crown a superbacademiccareer. Well,

our own ProfessorJosephLynch, the Joe

R. Engle DesignatedProfessorof the
History of Christianity, learnedwhat it

can be whenhe wasinvited to give the
commencementaddressat the winter

quarter graduationceremonieson March

18, in St. JohnArena.

Prof Lynch, the popularteacherof
History 506 and History 507, among
othercourses, tellslightheartedlyof

someof his feelings on this occasion:

"My experiencebefore the
commencementwasnerve-wracking. I

had tosaysomethingin about 15
minutesI exceeded thelimit, but who

doesn’t?,and hadto craft a talk thatat
leastI thought wascoherentandhada
message---thattook many rewrites. At

commencement,adrenalinetook over. I

keptthinking, ‘Don’t trip’, ‘Don’t send
your cap flying in aburst of enthusiasm,’
and ‘Don’t do any ad-libs containingbad

words.’ Afler the commencement,I
baskedin the glow of getting throughit.

I was showeredwith praise--almost

Sarah McClure a/the Coliseum
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entirely from mywife, children and

neighbors."

Actually, praisefell on him from many

othersourcesaswell. The heartof Prof

Lynch’s speechdwelt on the importance

of both intellectual andmoral autonomy.

He emphasizedthe benefitsall Ohio
Statestudentsreceivefrom a liberal arts

educationthrough theGEC, andhe

urgedstudentsto exerciseintellectual

autonomyby separatinghype from fact

andby makingjudgmentsbasedon facts
ratherthan myth and prejudice. On the

issueof moral autonomyhe challenged
studentsto ask: "Why are things the
way they are; do they haveto be that

way?" And he concludedby
encouragingthe graduatesto "use your

quotaof days topromote fairness,
kindness,compassion,justice."

THE NEWCENTERFOR
HISTORICALRESEARCH

ed. note: although the Center for Historical
Research will not directly affrct the courses and
ins truction of history majors at Ohio State, it
will raise the profile of our Department of
History both within the discipline and in
academia more generally, and we thought its
creation would be of interest to our majors.

What is a "Centerfor Historical Research?"

A handfulof the mostprestigioushistory
departmentsin the countryhaveset up
Centers throughwhich guestscholarsare
ableto visit campuseachyearandenrichthc
programat every level. Our Department
will bejothing thoseat Harvard,Princeton,
Rutgers,and Michiganin establishing our
own Centerfor Historical Research.Each
year, a themewill be announcedfor the
Center’supcoming program.Scholarsfrom
aroundthe world will be invited to apply,
and acommitteewill selectthe most
distinguishedamongthem to join usfor the
program.

The Departmentenvisionsbringing several
seniorresearchersand severalpromising
youngerfaculty every year. Theseprofessors
will join together withfive facultymembers
andthreegraduatestudentfellows from
Ohio State,chosenaccordingto the
relevanceof their researchto the Center’s
annual theme.Togetherthe Fellows will

U HI5TORY CAREER
NIGHT U

Be sure to join us on Thursday, May 10,
at 7:00 p.m. in EA 170 for the
nineteenth annual History Career Night.
Representatives from the government
and various campus offices will discuss
a range of topics and opportunities for
you. You don’t have to bea history

major to attend, so bring your friends.

Prof Joseph Lynch delivering the winter
quarter commencement address on March 18

The Department of History
at Ohio State: On the

NET: http://history.osu.edu
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form a corestudygroup. In many cases the
participantswill comefrom fields other than
history, in order to bring their expertiseto
bearon historical questions.

The director of the Centerwill be Professor
Alan Gallay, WarnerWoodring Professorof
Atlantic World andEarly AmericanHistory
at Ohio State.ProfessorGallay, whose
researchcoversa broad rangeof topicsin
sixteenth-to eighteenth-centuryhistory, will
overseethe developmentof the Center’s
organizationandoperationsas they take
shapein coming years.

Prof. Gallay seestheCenterasprovidinga
venue forour faculty to exploreconnections
in their own researchwith otherfields and
disciplines. Thethematic approachof each
year’s seminarwill promote comparative
history. Thus, topicssuch asmigration,
warfare, literacyandtradewill be explored
in a global context.Thishdpsscholars
identify in their own work whichhistorical
forces are uniqueto a specific geographic
areaandwhich are not.

Someof the topicsthe departmentis
consideringas themesfor the Centerare:
War, Peace, andCivilian Populations;
Genderand Sexualityin Historical
Perspective;Atlantic Encountersandthe

Origins of the Modem World; Global
MigrationsandDiasporasoverTime; and
Literacy. Manyof them relateto current
issuesin Americanlife, andwill bring the
Centerinto close contactwith otherbodies
within the University.

Ryan Basules, Matthew Berman,Ross
Borstelman,Patrick Brighton,JasonBrown,
GrahamDavis, Devon Degyansky,Michelle
Flint, ChristopherGriffith, Brent Hale,
David Hatcher,Cody Higley, Tiffanie Hill,
SethHooks, PaulHutchison,Joseph
Johnson,Abir Khan, Julie Laybourne,Philip
MacLean,JenniferMatheny,Katherine
Matson,Justin Morioka,ThomasNye,
DonaldPatterson,AmandaRechel,Ashly
Salisbury, Jay Schnittger,Timothy Severns,
GregorySmith, JaredSuver,Molly Venesz,
SpencerWaugh,Daniel Wilkens, Jayson
Wilkinson

Autumn 2006

SamuelAdmire, AdamArnett, Andrew
Backs,Jennifer Bakies,MatthewBall,
Matthew Bewley,Eric Boehm,Mary
Bostian, JebBraden,Beau Brammer,Craig
Bymes,JoshuaChapman,Courtney
Christian, ChristopherDexter, JustinDoran,
Robert Faber,SarahGibson,Joel
Gottesman,NishkamGupta,James
Harming, RobertHitt, Jr., JordanKinzie,
BenjaminKovesci, RyanLeClaire,
BenjaminLeland,SmartLeo, Shabib Luden,
Matthew Mains, ChristopherMcCardle,
StephenMonroe,Andrew Monteith,
BenjaminMoore, Kristi Myers, Andrew
Noga, RobertO’Flynn, Lindsey Phipps,
Brian Rowan,ChristineSalontay,Scott
Seper,Robert Shock,JasonSmall,Nicholas
Snyder,AdamSpees, JoshuaStewart,
Andrew Thompson,JeffreyThrush,James
Trout, Jeffley Turton,Kimberly Wheeler,
RichardWillett

Summer 2006

Prof Alan Gallay
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AN ir’Ty:[TATjI.ON ... svrED LIKET KNOV./

-TO BECOME A FRIEND OF THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT." -IF YOUR ADDRESS HAS CHANGED:
YOUR CONTRIBUTION HELPS THE TEACHING MISSION OF
THE DEPARTMENT. BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING -IF A COLLEAGUE OR FRIEND WOULD LIKE TA KING I/ME:
ANY GOODS OR SERVICES IN EXCHANGE FOR YOUR
GIFT, IT IS ENTIRELY TAX DUDUCTIBLE. YOUR CHECK NAME

_________________________________________

SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY"
AND MAY BE SENT TO MS. GAIL SUMMERHILL 130 DULLES ADDRESS

_____________________________________

HALL. 230W. 17TH AVE. 43210. PLEASE NOTE FUND
#532765 ON YOUR CHECK. THANK YOU!

_______________________________________________

$250 - $100_ $50_ $25_ $10._..... OTHER --RECENT CAREER ACCOMPLISHMENTS______________

FULL NAME

___________________________ ____________________________________

ADD R ESS

___________________________

AN INViTATION

--TO LET US KNOW YOUR REACTION TO TAKING TIME
PHONE NUMBER

_________________________

AND WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN FUTURE ISSUES.
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU WHATEVER YOUR PLANS
MAY BE FOR BECOMING A FRIEND OF THE DEPARTMENT.DEGREE/DATE GRANTED

______________

SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO TAKING T/,WEEDIrOR, DR.
RICHARD UGLAND, 132 DULLES HALL 230W. 17TH AVE.
43210.

YOUR COMMENTS:

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
106 Dulles Hall
230 West 17th Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210-1367
Addresscorrectionsrequested
200557-361


