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Summary of Changes (in brief, see below for fuller explanation)
(1) Credit hour requirement:  The proposed major consists of 33 credit hours at the 2000 level or above.  This is slightly more than the existing major (approximately 11 courses rather than the 10 currently) and consistent with major requirements at benchmark institutions (University of Texas at Austin, University of Michigan, University of Wisconsin).
(2) Seminar courses:  History Majors will be required to take three seminars (with the option to take more if they wish).  The seminars will include: 

i. a 2000-level gateway, introduction to historical study seminar (the equivalent of 398); 

ii. a 4000-level “Readings seminar” (equivalent of 598.01) that focuses on historiography and interpretation (likely taken during the junior year); and 

iii. a 4000-level “research seminar” (the equivalent of 598.02) that requires students to carry out independent research projects (generally to be taken during the senior year and will produce a capstone project.  “research seminar)
iv. All seminars will be writing-intensive, although work with digital and new media, public history, and cultural resources, among other formats and approaches, are accepted and encouraged.  

· Note:   This change will allow students a greater opportunity to work in smaller class settings, where they can more fully and fruitfully work on writing and other skills, learn about historiography/methodology/schools of analysis, and actively learn important research skills.  

· The SCTF discussed at length the staffing issues of adding a third seminar.  While we will obviously need to evaluate after implementation, Rich Ugland was optimistic that we would be able to staff the extra seminar (and we have collected data to this end).  Likely, all faculty would teach one of these three seminars each year, with special incentive to teach the introductory seminar (398 equivalent)
(3) The geographical requirement of the current major has been slightly modified:  two courses from each of the current Group A and Group B are required, but in addition, at least one comparative, transnational, transregional, or global course is required.

(4) While there is no progression of courses per se, at least five courses must be at the 3000-level or above, in addition to the three seminars.
Retentions:

(1) The 398- and 598-equivalents

 (3) The chronological requirement of the current major (at least two courses focusing on the period before 1750 and two courses focusing on the period after 1750)

(4) A geographical or thematic concentration consisting of at least four courses

(5) The equivalent of two courses (6 credit hours) from other departments can count toward the “breadth” requirement.

Overlap:  The proposal to incorporate maximum flexibility into the major, so that most courses can fulfill several different requirements.

Rationale
The responses of History Department faculty members to the online “brainstorming” questions revealed the following recurrent points.  The above changes attempt to address these concerns and improve on how we deliver the history major.  
(1) Skills.  There is a strong belief that the major should inculcate skills, and even that skills should be emphasized over content.  These skills should include close, critical reading; writing; source analysis; comparative analysis; oral presentation; and presentation of arguments using digital and other non-traditional media.

(2) Seminars.  There is likewise a strong desire for seminars for History majors in addition to a 398-equivalent and a 598-equivalent.  There seems to be some consensus that additional seminars could be divided into a reading and analysis seminar, on the one hand, and a research and writing seminar, on the other.
(3) Breadth and content.  At the same time, there seems to be a consensus that breadth and content are also essential to the History major.  Several people favor retaining the current geographical and chronological requirements, or something close to the current requirements.

(4) Progression of courses.  There is a real difference of opinion on this subject.  Some faculty members favor a progression, e.g., from broader to more focused, in-depth.  Others favor a range of different types of courses – “content-rich,” thematic, seminars -- at all levels, noting that a progression is impractical, especially considering that many students don’t decide on a major till after their second year.  
(5) Employment opportunities.  There is a difference of opinion here, too, with some faculty members recommending that we use the 398-equivalent to explain employment opportunities for History majors, and others asserting that while majors should be reminded of such opportunities as a matter of course and through Career Night, we should not make career counseling a regular component of any particular course.

(6) Study abroad.  A number of people thought that study abroad should be strongly encouraged but cautioned that we cannot require it.

Detailed Discussion of Changes
A.  Seminars 
Students will be required to take three small-section seminars:

(1) History 2800 [the numbering here is for illustration only and may not be the final numbers], the “gateway” course for History majors [previous 398].  To declare a History major, a student must pass History 2800 with at least a “C.”

· History 2800 is a selection of courses designed to introduce prospective majors to the methods historians use to explore the past.  All courses include an introduction to the manner in which historians use primary and secondary sources, as well as substantial writing assignments.  Because these courses emphasize active student participation in class discussion, enrollment in each section is limited to twenty.  The student should select one of the following options based on his/her goals in pursuing a History major:

Readings help students to understand how historians interpret primary sources in order to develop a comprehensible and persuasive account of past events.  In addition to acquiring experience in critical methods for the analysis of primary sources, students hone their expository writing skills through extensive practice.  Written assignments may include digesting and summarizing the views of a particular historian on a subject of historical controversy, preparing critical book reviews, developing bibliographies, and constructing brief histories by analyzing primary sources.  This course is strongly recommended for students contemplating graduate study in History.

(2) A writing-intensive “Readings Seminar,” ideally taken in the junior year, with focus on historiography, analysis, methodology, and interpretation.  This writing-intensive seminar focuses on a particular historical question or theme.  In a small-group setting emphasizing collaboration and peer review, students write critical book reviews of secondary scholarship pertaining to this theme and papers synthesizing secondary scholarship and proposing new arguments and/or lines of inquiry.  Students review each others’ work and hone their writing by submitting multiple drafts.

(3) A senior Research Seminar, which emphasizes research and writing skills, is a “capstone” research course for the undergraduate study of history.  It gives students the opportunity to use primary sources to investigate a phenomenon or problem related to the theme of the course.  In a small-group setting emphasizing collaboration and peer review, senior History majors learn how to compile a research bibliography, to confront methodological problems, and to prepare a research paper that arrives at credible conclusions.  History 4500-4999 may not be taken until at least 9 credit hours of the requirements for each of B and C have been met.
B.  Breadth (at least 15 hours)  
(1) at least 2 courses focusing on the period before 1750

(2) at least 2 courses focusing on the period after 1750

(3) at least 2 courses focusing primarily on Asia, Africa, Latin America, or the Middle East

(4) at least 2 courses focusing primarily on North America or Europe
(5) at least 1 comparative, transnational, transregional, or global 
 C.  Concentration (at least 12 hours) 
At least 12 credit hours in a geographical or thematic concentration:  
(1) Geographical concentrations:  North America, Latin America, Europe (including Russia), the Middle East, South Asia, East Asia, Africa, Atlantic world
(2) Thematic concentrations:  [this is not a complete list, and faculty will want to add and subtract in the coming two years before semesters begin] all of the new constellations  [including:  Environment, Technology, and Science; Religion; Race, Ethnicity, and Nation; Comparative Empires; Colonialism; Power, Culture, State; and Guns and Roses], women’s and gender history, military history, international (diplomatic) history, and others that faculty wish to develop.  Students may also arrange their own thematic concentrations.
 D.  Study abroad options.  Students choosing to spend a semester or a Maymester enrolled in a study abroad program focusing on historical study will earn a certificate attesting to their completion of the program; in addition, some courses completed abroad or in preparation for study abroad may satisfy some requirements for the History major.  Available study abroad programs include the following:  
· Isthmia Greece Program – This program allows students to participate in Ohio State’s ongoing excavations in Isthmia, Greece, while providing an introduction to classical archaeology.  Students enroll in History 697 (Classical Archaeology) and earn 9 hours’ credit.  3 of these hours may count toward the Concentration; 6 may count toward category B requirements.  Application must be made through the Office of International Affairs; see http://oia.osu.edu/pdf/countries/Greece-Isthmia.pdf for details.

· Other study abroad programs sponsored by the Office of International Affairs – Visit http://oia.osu.edu/programs/by-country.html and click on a country for program details.  Only programs that emphasize historical study are eligible for credit toward the History major.

· The U.S., Europe, and World War II:  Intersections in 20th-Century History [This is a new program proposed by Bill Childs; it consists of a five-course sequence plus a Maymester abroad] – Note:  Courses included in this program of study, apart from the study tour itself, may be counted toward the Concentration or toward category B requirements.   
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