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Background information:

1) According to university rules, under semesters, a minor must be a minimum of 12 credit hours at the 2000 level or above.  12 credit hours does not necessarily mean 4 courses (ie, the 12 credit hours might be reached through three 4-credit hours courses, or a myriad of other variants), but four 3-credit hours courses will be the most likely makeup of a 12-credit hour minor in the Humanities.
2) Students are allowed to overlap courses for the GE and for a minor (but not for a major).  Indeed, it is a conscious policy of the designers of the GE to try to encourage students to minor more frequently and to select their GE requirements in such a way as to achieve a minor at the same time.  

Proposal and Thinking:

· Following University rules, the minor should be 12 credit hours (most likely 4 courses).
· Students could take any 4 courses/12 credit hours to satisfy the minor.  The only requirement would be that students should take at least two courses at the 3000 level or higher.  If they wished, they could take two of their four minor courses at the 2000 level.
· The SCTF and UTC felt that requirements for the minor should be as flexible as possible to entice students to use their optional GE courses to minor in history.  

· We felt that we should not require students to create a “program” of related courses since there will be some students of broad interests who will simply enjoy history courses and want to take a variety of them.  Our idea was to cast as wide a net as possible.  

· For the same reason we did not endorse the proposal that minors be required to take any specific course as part of the minor program, e.g. such as the current 398.  We felt that this would only deter students from pursuing a history minor.  

· We wanted potential minors to be able to see a history minor as a valuable adjunct to their major in another department.  So a Classics major might take four courses in Greek and Roman History; a Business major four courses in business and modern U.S. history or in international al history if preparing for international business career; someone majoring in one of the life sciences might take several environmental history or history of science courses; a Poli-Sci pre-law major might take U.S. Constitutional law and diplomatic history, for instance.  There are many other possible examples
· Although students might fulfill their minor through four unrelated courses, the department should encourage fields/constellations/and interest groups to develop packages/lists of courses on a certain theme/place/time that interested students might take in order to fulfill a 12-credit-hour minor in history.  These packages should be well publicized and included in the UG Handbook.
· As we move forward to semesters, advisors in other units across the campus should be informed about these possibility of minoring in history. 
