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COURSE OVERVIEW

 

African American History in the Age of Slavery examines the African experience in America from the beginning of the Atlantic slave trade through the end of the Civil War. The course aims to provide students with a working knowledge of the major themes and issues in early African American history. The specific topics explored include: West African culture and social history; the development of the trans-Atlantic slave trade; the evolution of the Afri-Atlantic Diaspora; slavery in colonial North America; the emergence of a distinct African American culture; the evolving meaning of freedom and equality; the expansion of slavery in the South; Antebellum life, labor, and resistance; and the Civil War and the meaning of post-war freedom.

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Exams

            Two exams will be given during the semester. The first exam, the midterm, is scheduled for Monday, February 7. The second exam, the final, is scheduled for Monday, March 14. Both exams will include objective, short answer, and essay questions. Please note that there are no quizzes scheduled. The professor reserves the right, however, to give quizzes and to increase the number of exams (with prior notice) if the need arises, i.e. you are not reading! Also, make-up exams will not be given for random absences on exam day. Prior written notice of an exam day absence must be given to and accepted by Dr. Jeffries in order for a makeup to be scheduled. In addition, makeup exams must be taken within one week of the date of the regularly scheduled exam. If the make-up exam is not taken during this period, the student will receive a grade of “0” for the exam in question.

 

 

 

 

Writing Assignment
A five (5) page, typed, double-spaced, clearly and correctly written, critical analysis essay of The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass  is due on Monday, February 28. Your essay will be graded according to the content of your ideas and the quality and accuracy of your prose. No paper will be accepted after the due date unless prior agreement has been reached with Dr. Jeffries. Also, late papers will be penalized one full letter grade for every day they are late. Further instructions regarding format and content will be distributed at least two weeks before the paper is due.

 

 
Class Participation
            This class will feature daily lectures designed to add depth and breadth to the subjects covered in the reading assignments. These lectures will not be reviews of the reading assignments. Thus, it is necessary to have read assigned material before coming to class in order to glean the most from the lectures. Each class session will also feature discussions. Students will be expected to answer factual and theoretical questions posed to them by the professor, to ask questions of their own design, and to participate in group discussions. The discussions are intended to help students more fully understand the subject material. They are also intended to promote collaborative learning; students can learn as much from each other as they can from the professor. 

 

 

Attendance
Your presence is required at every class; attendance will be taken before lecture begins. Each absence after three (3) will result in a full letter grade deduction. Six absences (6), which is the equivalent of missing three weeks of class, will result in a grade of F for the course – no exceptions! Also, make every effort to arrive in class on time; lateness is both distracting and disruptive. If you are tardy, please enter as unobtrusively as possible. Similarly, if you know you will need to leave early, please notify Dr. Jeffries before class and seat yourself close to an exit so that you can leave without disrupting class.

 

 
 
Student Evaluation
Grades for the course will be calculated as follows:

 

Student Participation:                                          5%

Writing Assignment:                                          25%

Midterm Exam: 35%

Final Exam:                                                       35%

 
Required Texts
The following books are required for this course and are available at the SBX and the OSU bookstore, and through most online booksellers. 

 

1. Carson, Lapsansky-Werner, and Nash. African American Lives: The Struggle for Freedom Volume 1 to 1877 (New York: Pearson Longman).

 

2. Serena Zabin. The New York Conspiracy Trials of 1741 (New York: Bedford St. Martin’s).

 

3. Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself: Authoritative Text, Contexts, Criticism [Norton Critical Edition] (WW Norton & Company, Revised Edition, 1997).

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

 

Enrollment
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 

 

 

Academic Honesty
            This course adheres to The Ohio State University’s Academic Misconduct Policy. All acts of dishonesty in any work constitute acts of academic misconduct. The Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct.

 

 

Students with Disabilities

            To request disability accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services. After initial arrangements are made with Disability Services, please schedule a meeting with Dr. Jeffries.          

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE

[Please note: Readings will be discussed on the day corresponding to the day they appear on this schedule]

 

Week 1
Mon, Jan 3:      Introduction
                        Discussion of course content and student requirements
 
Wed, Jan 5:      Ancient Africa
Carson, Ch 1: 2-25
 
Week 2
Mon, Jan 10:    The Rise of the Atlantic World: Sugar and Slavery
                        Carson, Ch 2: 27-38
 
Wed, Jan 12:    The Atlantic Slave Trade and the Afri-Atlantic Diaspora
                        Carson, Ch 2: 38-49
 
Week 3
Mon, Jan 17:    Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
                        No Class
 
Wed, Jan 19:    Africans in Early Colonial North America: Jamestown and the Chesapeake 
                        Carson, Ch 3: 50-73
 
Week 4
Mon, Jan 24:    Africans in Bondage in the Early 18th Century
                        Carson, Ch 4: 74-100
 
Wed, Jan 26:    African Resistance to Slavery in the Early 18th Century
                        Zabin, The New York Conspiracy Trials of 1741
 

Week 5
Mon, Jan 31:    Liberty or Death: Africans and the American Revolution
                        Carson, Ch 5: 102-114

 

Wed, Feb 2:      Freedom & Bondage: Rhetoric vs. Reality
                         Carson, Ch 5: 114-127

 

Week 6
Mon, Feb 7:      **Midterm Exam**
 

Wed, Feb 9:      Between Slavery and Freedom: Free Blacks in America
                         Carson, Ch 6: 129-157

 

 

Week 7             

Mon, Feb 14:    Wealth of Nations: The Expansion of Slavery and the Constriction of Freedom
                         Carson, Ch 7: 159-169; Ch.8: 187-196

 
Wed, Feb 16:    Antebellum Life and, Labor, Part I
                         Carson, Ch 7: 169-177

 

Week 8
Mon, Feb 21:    Antebellum Life and Labor, Part II
                         In class film viewing: Unchained Memories
 

Wed, Feb 23:    African American Resistance and Reform Movements
                         Carson, Ch 7: 177-185; Ch 8: 196-215

 

Week 9
Mon, Feb 28:    **Critical Essay of Narrative of Frederick Douglass Due**
 

Wed, Mar 2:     The Coming of the Civil War
                         Carson, Ch 9: 215-240

 

Week 10
Mon, Mar 7:      To Preserve the Union; To Preserve Slavery
                         Carson, Ch 10: 241-267

 

Wed, Mar 9:     The Meaning of Freedom
                         Carson, Ch 11: 269-291         

 

Week 11
Mon, Mar 14:    **Final Exam**
                         Mendenhall Laboratory, Room 0115, 11:30am -1:18pm

 

