 
 
 
 Topics in African American History II:
The Civil Rights Movement
History/African-American and African Studies 555.02
 

Dr. Hasan Kwame Jeffries                                                     Hale Black Cultural Center, Room 145

Office: 348 Dulles Hall                                                                                               MW 3:30 – 5:18                                             

Office Phone: (614) 688-4120                                                                                         Winter 2004        

Email: Jeffries.57@osu.edu                                                       

Office Hours:    MW 2:00-3:00, and by appointment

                                                                                                              

 

SUBJECT OVERVIEW

 

Life for African Americans in the immediate aftermath of the Civil War closely resembled the status quo antebellum. Although chattel slavery was over, African Americans lacked the franchise, were subject to vicious, vulgar, and random acts of racial terrorism, and owning virtually no land had little control over their own labor. Reconstruction brought some political and economic improvements, including the vote for Black men, but white southerners fought against the gains of this era with rabid determination. By 1900, they had successfully eliminated virtually all advances. Jim Crow now governed Black economic, political, and social relations, and would continue to do so for the better part of the new century.

African Americans responded to the absence of justice and equality at the daybreak of freedom and the rise of Jim Crow at the start of the twentieth century by organizing for quality education, political participation, personal safety, and control of their own labor. Theirs was a fight for full civil and human rights, a struggle in which progress was painfully slow and defeats far outnumbered victories. The Civil Rights Movement (CRM), which occurred during the middle decades of the twentieth century, was the most highly organized and public part of this struggle, and if measured narrowly in legislative terms, the most successful.

 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW

 

This course examines the Civil Rights Movement. Although the African American struggle for justice and equality began long before the middle of the twentieth century, this course begins by looking at Black activism and Black life during the 1930s and 1940s. It continues by studying the development and impact of the mass mobilization efforts of the 1950s and 1960s, from the Montgomery bus boycott and the student sit-ins, to the Freedom Rides and the March on Washington. At the same time, it scrutinizes the grassroots organizing campaigns led by the young radicals of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). This course concludes by looking at civil rights activism outside the South, evaluating the impact of civil rights legislation, and analyzing the ideological and tactical transition to Black Power.

It is important to note that this course employs a grassroots, bottom-up approach to understanding the CRM. It takes seriously the notion that the driving force behind the CRM was everyday, ordinary, Black folk and the skilled African American activists who helped them organize and mobilize.  

The goal of this course is to familiarize students with the people (famous, infamous, and forgotten), places, and events of the most significant American social movement of the twentieth century. In addition, and arguably most importantly, this course aims to show the process by which seemingly powerless African Americans organized to transform the society in which they lived, and the way white Americans, particularly in the South, responded, i.e. their attempts to preserve the status quo.

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Exams

            Two exams will be given during the semester. The first exam, the midterm, is scheduled for Wednesday, February 11. The second exam, the final, is scheduled for Wednesday, March 17. Both exams will include objective, short answer, and essay questions. Please note that there are no quizzes scheduled. The professor reserves the right, however, to give quizzes and to increase the number of exams (with prior notice) if the need arises, i.e. you are not reading! Also, make-up exams will not be given for random absences on exam day. Prior written notice of an exam day absence must be given to and accepted by Dr. Jeffries in order for a makeup to be scheduled. In addition, makeup exams must be taken within one week of the date of the regularly scheduled exam. If the make-up exam is not taken during this period, the student will receive a grade of “0” for the exam in question.

 

Writing Assignment
A 5-7 page, typed, double-spaced, clearly and correctly written, critical analysis essay of Anne Moody’s Coming of Age is Mississippi is due on Wednesday, March 10. The essay will be graded according to the content of your ideas and the quality and accuracy of your prose. No paper will be accepted after the due date unless prior agreement has been reached with Dr. Jeffries. Also, late papers will be penalized one full letter grade for every day that they are late. Further instructions regarding format and content will be distributed at least two weeks before the paper is due.

 

Class Participation
            This is a lecture/discussion course. Each class will feature a lecture by the professor that is designed to add depth and breadth to the subjects covered in the reading assignments. Please note that these lectures will not be reviews of the reading assignments. Thus, it is necessary to have read assigned material before coming to class in order to glean the most from the lectures. Each class session will also feature discussions. Students will be expected to answer factual and theoretical questions posed to them by the professor, to ask questions of their own design, and to participate in group discussions. The discussions are intended to help students more fully understand the subject material. They are also intended to promote collaborative learning; students can learn as much from each other as they can from the professor. 

 

Attendance
Your presence is required at every class session. Each absence after three will result in a full letter grade deduction. Six or more absences will result in a grade of F for the course – no exceptions! Also, make every effort to arrive in class on time; lateness is both distracting and disruptive. If you are tardy, please enter as unobtrusively as possible. Similarly, if you know you will need to leave early, please notify Dr. Jeffries before class and seat yourself close to an exit so that you can leave without disrupting class.

 

 
Student Evaluation
Grades for the course will be calculated as follows:

 

Student Participation:                                        15%

Writing Assignment:                                          20%

Midterm Exam: 30%

Final Exam:                                                       35%

 
 
Required Texts
The following books are required for this course and are available at the SBX and the OSU bookstore, and through most online booksellers. The books are listed in the order in which they will be used in the class. Remember to bring all books to class on the day(s) they are being discussed.

 

1. Jeffrey O. G Ogbar, The Civil Rights Movement.

 

2. William Chafe, Raymond Gavins, and Robert Korstad, eds., Remembering Jim Crow: African Americans Tell About Life in the Segregated South.

 

3. Jeanne F. Theoharis and Komozi Woodard, eds., Freedom North: Black Freedom Struggles Outside the South, 1940-1980.

 

4. Bettye Collier-Thomas and V. P. Franklin, eds., Sisters in the Struggle: African American Women in the Civil Rights – Black Power Movement.

 

5. Jo Ann Robinson, The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It:  The Memories of Jo Ann Gibson Robinson. 

 

6. David Halberstam, The Children. 

 

7. Charles M. Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle.

  

8. Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi. 

 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

 

Enrollment
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 

 

 

Academic Honesty
            This course adheres to The Ohio State University’s Academic Misconduct Policy. All acts of dishonesty in any work constitute acts of academic misconduct. The Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct.

 

 

Students with Disabilities

            To request disability accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services. After initial arrangements are made with Disability Services, please schedule a meeting with Dr. Jeffries.          

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE

[Please note: Readings will be discussed on the day corresponding to the day they appear on this schedule]

 

Week 1
Mon, Jan 5:      Introduction
                        Discussion of course content and student requirements
 
Wed, Jan 7:      The Roots of Racism; the Structure of Segregation
The Civil Rights Movement, pp: 1-59 (Woodward, Neiman, Payne)
 
Week 2
Mon, Jan 12:    The Jim Crow South: Behind the Veil
                        Remembering Jim Crow, pp: xxiii-151 (Introduction, chapters 1-3)
 
Wed, Jan 14:    Remembering Jim Crow, pp: 152-204 (Chapter 4)
 
Week 3
Mon, Jan 19:    Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
                        No Class
 
Wed, Jan 21:    Remembering Jim Crow, pp: 205-305 (Chapters 5-6)
                        
 
Week 4
Mon, Jan 26:    Groundwork: The NAACP, Social Engineers, and the Brown Decision
                         Freedom North, pp: 17-40 (Bates)
Sisters in Struggle, pp: 1-60 (Bethune, Franklin and Collier-Thomas, Ransby)
 
Wed, Jan 28:    The Civil Rights Movement, pp: 59-104 (Martin, Fairclough)

 

Week 5
Mon, Feb 2:     Mass Mobilization: The Montgomery Bus Boycott
                        In class viewing of Boycott
 

Wed, Feb 4:      Robinson, The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It, pp: ix-179.

 

Week 6
Mon, Feb 9:      Making the Most of Montgomery: SCLC and Citizenship Schools
                         Sisters in Struggle, pp: 95-120 (Rouse)

                         The Children, pp: 3-102 (Chapters 1-8)

                         The Civil Rights Movement, pp: 129-143 (Langston)

 

Wed, Feb 11:    **Exam 1**
 
 

Week 7             

Mon, Feb 16:    Students and Direct Action Protest: The Sit-ins and the Freedom Rides
                         The Children, pp: 102-235 (Chapters 9-26)

 
Wed, Feb 18:    The Children, pp: 237-348 (Chapters 27-38)

 

Week 8
Mon, Feb 23:    Moving Icebergs
                         I’ve Got the Light of Freedom, pp: 1-132 (Chapters 1-4)

 

Wed, Feb 25:    America’s Johannesburg, a People’s March, and Cambridge, Maryland
                         The Civil Rights Movement, pp: 107-129 (Sitkoff)

                         Sisters in Struggle, pp: 83-92, 174-197 (Height, Harley)

 

Week 9
Mon, Mar 1:      The African American Organizing Tradition
                         In class viewing of Freedom Song
 

Wed, Mar 3:     I’ve Got the Light of Freedom, pp: 133-284 (Chapters 5-9)

 

Week 10
Mon, Mar 8:      From “Freedom Now” to “Black Power”
                         The Civil Rights Movement, pp: 193-227 (Tyson, Chafe)

                         I’ve Got the Light of Freedom, pp: 284-391 (Chapters 10-130

 

Wed, Mar 10:   **Critical Essay Due**
Civil Rights Activism above the Mason-Dixon Line
                         Freedom North, pp: 65-92, 125-152 (Back, Theoharis)

                         

Week 11
Wed, Mar 17:   **Final Exam**
                         Hale, Room 145, 3:30-5:18

 

