	History 111
Western Civilization: From Antiquity to the Seventeenth Century
Required books:
1. Abelard, Peter, The Story of Abelard's Adversities, tr. by J.T. Muckle, Pontifical Institute 1954 
2. Brant, Sebastian, The Ship of Fools. tr. by E.H. Zeydel, Dover 1944 
3. Einhard and Notker, Two Lives of Charlemagne, tr. by L Thorpe, Penguin 1969 
4. Sophocles, The Three Theban Plays, tr. by R. Fagles, Penguin 1982 
5. Spielvogel, Jackson Western Civilization, vol 1, third edition, West 1997

All of these books will be on two hour reserve at the main library. Abelard, Einhard, and Sophocles are available on the World Wide Web. I encourage you to use the web, but be sure to take careful notes or print out your own copy. The websites are:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/abelard-histcal.html 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/einhard.html 
http://classics.mit.edu//Sophocles/antigone.body.html 
Overview of the course:
This course offers an overview of Western European history in the Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance Reformation and Early Modern periods, from about 3000 B.C. to about A.D. 1700, and stresses the social, religious, and political developments as well as continuities within this span of time. The course fulfills part of the University's GEC requirement in History.
Students enrolled in this class will be required to take two one-hour-midterm exams, and a two-hour final exam. In addition, students will be expected to participate in class discussions and activities. The grading for this class breaks down as follows:
midterm #1 = 20%
midterm #2 = 20%
participation = 20%
final 40%

You are expected to take all exams at the announced dates and times. If you have a learning disability or other extraordinary need requiring special arrangements, please let me know well in advance. Absence from an exam can only be excused for pressing medical reasons or other dire personal circumstances (e.g. death in the family), or for participation in official University activities such as musical performance or athletic competition. Proper documentation is required for excused absences. Attendance at lectures is not required, but is strongly encouraged.
Lecture topics, readings, exam dates ...
Week 1
Mar. 31: Intro: What is Western Civ?
Mesopotamia, Egypt, The Hebrews
Reading Spielvogel, pp. 7-33, 39-47
Apr. 1: Rise of the polis
Athens and Democracy
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 64-78

Week 2
Apr 7: The Greek Achievement
Discussion of Antigone
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 78-84, 89-102
Sophocles, pp. 59-128
Apr 9: The crisis of Classical Greece
Alexander the Great
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 84-89, 104-129

Week 3
Apr. 14: The Roman Republic
The Roman Empire
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 132- 185, 197-204
Apr. 16: Roman Daily Life: "A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum"
Rome and Christianity
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 185-197, 202-203

Week 4
Apr. 21: MIDTERM #1 (circa one hour in length, no lecture after the exam)
Apr. 23: Inheritors of Rome: Byzantium and Islam
Inheritors of Rome: Frankish Christendom
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 206-241

Week 5
Apr. 28 The Carolingians
Mission: Historical ... find the "first Europe" in Einhard's Life of Charlemagne
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 244-261; Einhard, pp. 49-80
Apr. 30 Those who fight (knights & vassals)
Those who work (peasants & serfs)
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 261-268, 280-284

Week 6
May 5: Those who pray (monks & heretics)
"The Phil Donahue Show"
Tonight's guests:
Innocent III, one-time lawyer and pope of the church
St Francis, founder of the Order of Friars Minor
Margery Kemp, pilgrim and self-styled mystic
Raymond IV, Count of Toulouse and noted Cathar heretic
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 212-215, 291-304, class hand-outs
May 7: Conflict between the three orders: The Lay Investiture Struggle
Cooperation between the three orders: The Crusades
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 284-289, 342-354

Week 7
May 12: Culture in the High Middle Ages
Discussion of Abelard's Adversities
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 354-373
Abelard, pp. 11-80
May 14: Crisis of 14th century
The Plague
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 376-411

Week 8
May 19: MIDTERM #2 (circa one hour in length, no lecture after the exam)
May 21: The Italian Renaissance: Humanism (bring your dancin' shoes )
The Italian Renaissance: Art
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 412-442

Week 9
May 26: Economy and Society in Early Modern Europe
Discussion of Ship of Fools (be sure you look at the pictures!)
Reading: Spielvogel, pp.
Brant, pp. 57-365
May 28: Luther and The Protestant Reformation
Zwingli, Calvin, and other Reformers
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 455-482

Week 10
June 2: The Catholic Reformation
Discovery and the Rise of Nations
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 482-487, 490-516
June 4: Popular Belief and Witchcraft
The Scientific Revolution
Reading: Spielvogel, pp. 516-519, 570-597
Exam week
June 9: FINAL EXAM
5:30-7:30 PM
In the regular classroom


