History 112

Western Civilization: 17th Century to the Present

Autumn 2009

Instructor: Laura Herron

Course Meetings: Tu/Th 8:30-10:18, Campbell Hall 335

Office hours: Tu/Th 11-12, and by appointment

Office: 009 Dulles Hall 
Email: herron.92@osu.edu


 

In this course, we will examine the history of Europe from the seventeenth century through the present.  Our historical survey will cover the fundamental events and processes in European politics, warfare, economics, society, culture, and intellectual thought. The course is structured both chronologically and thematically and highlights general characteristics of European civilization rather than specific national histories.  Because of the vast amount of material to be covered, lectures and primary-source readings will emphasize social and cultural developments. Your textbook will provide a more detailed narrative of political and military events.   

Our central aim is to understand how the European world has evolved over the past 400 years into its contemporary form.  We will seek to define “modernity,” investigating dramatic political revolutions, unprecedented warfare, and tremendous economic fluctuations, as well as sweeping social, cultural, and intellectual transformations, even as we identify areas of continuity and stability.  We will also examine how modernity reconfigured both the relationship between rulers and ruled and the everyday lives of Europeans—paying particular attention to issues of class, race, gender, and sexuality.  Lastly, because this period witnessed an unprecedented expansion of European trade, power, and influence around the world, we will consider Europe within an increasingly global context.     

Required Texts (available at sbx)
Lynn Hunt, ed. The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History. Vol. II: Since 1340 (2nd. Edition)
Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front
ETEP reader (History 112, Autumn 2009, L. Herron)
Online Readings (Carmen)

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves.  By the end of the quarter students should have acquired a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity.  They also should be able to display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.  Finally they should be able to think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts. This course fulfills the GEC requirements for Historical Study and Social Diversity (Western/ non-U.S.). 

Course Requirements

1. Participation: Although attendance is not mandatory, it will be noted daily and factor into your participation grade. Material for exams will be taken from lecture and discussion, in addition to the assigned reading. Participation reflects attendance and the degree to which you attempt to engage the topic and readings in class. This class aims to develop your discussion skills, and I encourage you to ask questions and raise comments. If you are anxious or nervous about speaking in class, please see me. Be aware that I do take improvement over time into account when calculating the final grade. (20%)

2. Quizzes: Throughout the quarter, there will be four short unannounced quizzes over the assigned readings.  An additional quiz will cover European geography. There will be no makeup quizzes. However, your lowest quiz grade will be dropped. (10%)

3. Midterm Exam: The midterm exam, held on Tues. Oct. 27, will be based on materials covered in lecture, discussion, and readings. It will be comprised of a section of short IDs, a map section, and an essay question. (20%)

4. Paper assignment: In this paper, you will consider one of three questions on Erich Maria Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front, which you will read for this class. You will receive the questions and details at a later date. This paper should be 3-5 pages long with a standard 12 pt. font and will be due on Tues. Nov.24.  (20%)

5. Final Exam: The final exam, held on Wed. Dec. 9, 7:30 a.m.-9:18 a.m., will be based on materials covered in lecture, discussion, and readings. It will be comprised of a section of short IDs, a map section, and two essay questions. While the short IDs will only cover material introduced since the midterm examination, the map section and the essays will be comprehensive. (30%)

6. Extra Credit: Students may earn extra credit for one or both of the following assignment options. (An option may not be repeated for credit; for example, you cannot write two extra credit essays).

Option (A): Attending my office hours. (+1%)


(last name A-M) October 4-10

(last name N-Z) October 11-17
Option (B): Art, architecture, medicine, engineering, and the natural and social sciences have fundamentally shaped and, in turn, been shaped by European history.  Choose a European who significantly contributed to one of these fields between 1600 and 2000 and write a 4-5 page essay (12 pt., double-spaced), considering how historical events—particularly political, social, and economic developments—shaped her or his life and work. You must use at least three sources: one primary source and two scholarly secondary sources.  Papers must include a complete bibliography and appropriate citations. Please submit your sources in advance for my approval. (up to 5%)
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Policies 
1. Cell phones must be set to silent during class. Laptops are permitted with the permission of the instructor. Please be considerate of those around you and refrain from accessing the internet during class time. 
2. Assignment Make-Up Policy:  Students will be allowed to take make-up examinations only with acceptable documented excuses.  Acceptable excuses include: serious illness, unavoidable family obligations, court appearances, or incarceration by the public authorities.  In accordance with departmental policy, the student must present documentation of the reason she or he had to miss the scheduled exam.  If you need to miss an exam please contact me beforehand, if at all possible. Make-up exam dates are set by the History Department. You must take your make-up exam on one of these dates in the location specified by the Department. There will be no makeup quizzes. Students with documented excuses for missed quizzes will not be penalized. 
3. Late work: Work will be downgraded by one letter grade for each day it is late. Work that is four or more days late will not be accepted. Incompletes will be given only in emergency circumstances, which must be documented. 
4. The Instructor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet the learning outcome objectives, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons. Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes. 

5. Grade Complaints: If you feel that the grade you received is unwarranted, you may submit a complaint in writing and 24 hours after grades are distributed.

6. Academic Integrity: All work on papers, exams, and quizzes must be your own.  Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to procedures established by the OSU Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If you have any questions or concerns about academic misconduct, please refer to the statement on academic misconduct, which can be found on the last page of this syllabus, or talk to me in office hours or by email.  

7. Enrollment: In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

8. Email Policy: I am available by email at herron.92@osu.edu and encourage you to contact me if you have a question or concern regarding the course.  However, while I may be able to answer some nights or weekends, please allow for response time that takes into account normal business hours, M-F.  

9. Disabilities: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Lecture Topics and Reading Assignments

Note: While we will try to keep to the following schedule as closely as possible, from time to time it may be necessary to adjust it.  Keeping track of schedule changes, which will be announced during lecture, is the responsibility of the student.  Unless otherwise noted, the readings listed for each class meeting can be accessed via Carmen and should be completed beforehand. 
Thursday, September 24: Introduction: Modernity and the West

The Making of the West, pp. 425-463 (review)
Tuesday, September 29: The Expansion of European Frontiers

The Making of the West, pp. 463-471

Bartolemé de Las Casas “A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies” (1542) [Carmen]

Michel de Montaigne “On Cannibals” (1580) [Carmen]

Thursday, October 1: The Protestant Reformation and the Wars of Religion

The Making of the West, pp. 473-514


Elizabeth I, “Against the Spanish Armada” (1588) [Carmen]


Otto von Guericke “The Destruction of Magdeburg (1631) [Carmen]
Tuesday, October 6: The Scientific Revolution 

The Making of the West, pp. 514-521, 554-556

René Descartes, “Discourse on Method” (1637) [Carmen]

Isaac Newton, “The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy” (1687) [Carmen]

Thursday, October 8: Absolutism and Constitutionalism

The Making of the West, pp. 523-554, 556-565

“The Bill of Rights” (England, 1689) [Carmen]


Jean Domat, “On Social Order and Absolute Monarchy” (1697) [Carmen]

Tuesday, October 13: The Enlightenment

The Making of the West, pp. 567-606, 609-627

Adam Smith, “The Wealth of Nations” (1776) [Carmen]

Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” (1784) [Carmen]

Thursday, October 15: The French Revolution and Napoleon

The Making of the West, Chapter 16
ETEP Module: “The French Revolution and the Terror”


Abbé Sieyes, “What is the Third Estate?” (1789) [Carmen]
Tuesday, October 20: The Industrial Revolution

The Making of the West, pp. 627-649, 699-713

“Women Miners in the English Coal Pits” (1842) [Carmen]
“Tables Illustrating the Spread of Industrialization and Railroads in the 19th Century” [Carmen]

Thursday, October 22: Midterm Review
Tuesday, October 27: MIDTERM EXAM
Thursday, October 29: The “Isms” of the 19th Century

The Making of the West, pp. 714-745


John Stuart Mill, “On Liberty” (1859) [Carmen]


Max Schneckenburger, The Watch on the Rhine” (1870) [Carmen]

Tuesday, November 3: Imperialism
The Making of the West, pp. 797-811
Kaiser Wilhelm II, “A Place in the Sun” (1901) [Carmen]

George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” (1936) [Carmen]
Thursday, November 5: Nation-building and the Social Order

The Making of the West, pp. 747-795

Theodor Herzl, “On the Jewish State” (1896) [Carmen]


“Emmeline Pankhurst: Militant Feminist” (1913) [Carmen]
Tuesday, November 10: The Politics of Inclusion and Exclusion

Start All Quiet on the Western Front

The Making of the West, pp. 811-843
Thursday, November 12: The First World War and the Russian Revolution

ETEP Module: “The Russian Revolution”


Finish All Quiet on the Western Front

The Making of the West, pp. 843-864, 869-876

Tuesday, November 17: “An Age of Extremes”: Europe Between the World Wars
The Making of the West, pp. 876-909
“A Surrealist Manifesto” (1925) [Carmen]
Thursday, November 19: The Nazi State and the Second World War

The Making of the West, pp. 909-943


“The 25 Points: An Early Nazi Program” (1920) [Carmen]
Tuesday, November 24: The Holocaust

ETEP Module: “The Holocaust”
PAPER ASSIGNMENT DUE
Thursday, November 26: THANKSGIVING DAY-NO CLASS
Tuesday, December 1: The Postwar World and Decolonization

The Making of the West, pp. 945-985

“UN Convention on Genocide” (1948) [Carmen]
Thursday, December 3: The New World Order 

The Making of the West, pp. 887-1027
Final Exam: 
Wednesday, December 9, 7:30 a.m.-9:18 a.m.
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Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities.  Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp), and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”


The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Please note that ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct.

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

For additional information on academic integrity, you may wish to consult the following:

The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html)

OSU Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp)

OSU Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing discussion of writing (http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm)

