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Prague, 1968
	History 112

Western Civilization from 1600 to the Near Present

	
	Instructor: Dr. Nicholas J. Steneck

Classroom: Stillman Hall 100
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00-11:18am (lecture)

Office: 159 Dulles Hall, 230 W. 17th Avenue (across from University Hall)
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:00-3:00pm
Telephone: 292-3560 (office); 292-2674 (main office)
E-mail: steneck.1@osu.edu (best method of contact)

Section Leaders, Meeting Times, and Classrooms: Edward Gutierrez (gutierrez.50@osu.edu): 9:30 (AV 214) and 10:30am (RA 166); William Lywood (lywood.1@osu.edu): 9:30 (KL 131) and 10:30am (BO 437); and Stephen Shapiro (shapiro.105@osu.edu): 9:30 (BO 434) and 10:30am (BO 434).

Website: www.carmen.osu.edu



Course Description.  History 112 is an introductory course designed to give students a basic understanding of the traditions of Western civilization since the sixteenth century.  By the end of this course, you will be familiar with the basic narrative of western civilization during the Early Modern and Modern eras and understand its significance within the larger context of world events.  We shall chart the rise of the west to global dominance between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries and examine the revolutionary political, economic, social, and intellectual changes that transformed western society into the modern culture that exists today.  The course will also examine the decline of western dominance in the twentieth century, the two devastating world wars, the Cold War, and the possible development of western civilization in the twenty-first century. 

Graded Assignments.  Your final grade for this course shall be determined by: 1) a midterm examination, worth thirty percent (30%) of the final grade; 2) a final examination, worth forty percent (40%) of the final grade; 3) at least ten quizzes (announced and unannounced) given during section meetings, worth fifteen percent (15%) of the final grade; and section attendance and participation, also worth fifteen percent (15%) of the final grade.



Each course examinations will consist of two parts: 1) an in-class test that includes map identifications, multiple-choice questions, and short identifications or essays; and 2) a take-home assignment for which you must write an argumentative essay three to four pages (typed, double-spaced) long.  Please note that that the essay assignment for the final exam is cumulative in nature (i.e., it will require you to draw upon material from the entire course).  You will receive a study-guide for both examinations one week in advance.  You will fail the course if you do not complete both parts of both exams.

The unannounced in-class quizzes will usually consist of a few multiple-choice or short answer questions that cover lecture material covered and readings assigned since the last quiz.  Please note that you MAY NOT make up missed quizzes for any reason, but your lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of the quarter.  If you anticipate missing a large number of quizzes, I recommend you drop the course.
Participation, like the exams, is a means of evaluating your performance in the class.  Active participation means that you are keeping up with the assigned reading and understanding the material.  Active participation also makes for a more interesting classroom environment.  Section leaders will provide more information about their expectations regarding participation.  There will be plenty of opportunities for you to ask and respond to questions and make your ideas clear during both the lectures and section meetings.  I encourage you to do so.

Grading Scale.  The following grading scale is used for assigning grades in this course.  Normal rounding rules apply and a grading curve is not used.
	A
	A-
	B+
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	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
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	89-88
	87-83
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	59-


Assignment Make-Up Policy.  If for any family, medical, or personal emergency you find it necessary to miss a scheduled examination or assignment (but not a quiz), you must contact your section leader as soon as possible (preferably via e-mail).  If you are unable to contact your selection leader, please contact me, either via e-mail or by leaving a message with the History Department.  Medical excuses will require a note from a doctor stating clearly that the student was medically unable to attend class on the day of the scheduled examination or assignment.  (A note merely confirming that you visited the health clinic or your personnel physician is not sufficient.)  We understand that genuine cases of extenuating circumstances may arise during the quarter and will try to make reasonable accommodations if you contact us in a timely manner.  Please note that scheduling conflicts with other University activities—such as band, sports, and exams outside of regularly-scheduled class meetings, etc.—or outside work is generally not a valid excuse for missing a scheduled assignment.  Also, please remember that you MAY NOT make up missed quizzes for any reason.
Questions about Grading.  Your grades, whether from individual assignments, exams, or the course a whole, will be entirely up to your section leader.  If you feel the grade you received is unfair, you are free to come to talk to me about it, but I will only arbitrate.  Your section leader has the final decision for all grades.

Statement on Course Accessibility.  If you feel that you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me or your section leader to discuss your specific needs.  You may also contact the Office for Disability Services at 292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for documented disabilities.

Statement on Academic Misconduct.  I expect all work that you turn is your own.  Attempting to pass off someone else’s work as your own constitutes plagiarism.  This as well as any other form of academic misconduct, such as cheating on exams or quizzes, will be dealt with through the procedures established by the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

Department Enrollment Policy.  All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the History Department after that date.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Lecture Behavior.  All instructors have pet peeves: behavior they consider really annoying, if not outright disruptive.  Unlike many of my colleagues, I like to list my pet peeves upfront.  While you are taking my class, please refrain from the following.  First, please avoid arriving late to class.  Doing so is disruptive and disturbs the learning process for other students.  If you need to park and ride the bus to Central Campus, leave early.  If you absolutely must come to class late, please be quiet when you enter.  Second, please refrain from using your cellular telephone during the class, including sending and reading text messages.  Frankly, I hate cellular telephones, especially when they ring in the middle of a class.  If you have a cellular telephone, please turn it off before class begins.  If you are expecting an urgent call, please switch your cellular telephone to vibrate rather than ring.  As far as I know, all cellular telephones manufactured since the late-1990s are capable of operating silently.  Third, please do not pack up early or leave before the class ends.  Just about every instructor absolutely loathes the sound of textbooks slamming shut and papers rustling five minutes before the class officially ends.  I will tell you when the class is finished and guarantee never (or almost never) to continue into the break.  If you must leave class early, please let me know in advance.  Fourth, please do not surreptitiously read the newspaper (or your cellular telephone), work on non-class related assignments, or engage in non-class-related conversations with other students.  If you believe your time is better spent reading the Lantern, working on homework, text-messaging, or talking with your friends, that is fine, but please do so someplace other than this class.  You have my full attention during the time we meet; it is only polite to reciprocate.  Finally, please remember that instructors, including myself, have outside lives just as you do.  I will respond to messages and requests for information as quickly as possible, but it may take me as long as a day to do so.
Policy Regarding Lecture Outlines and Class Session Recording.  I will post lecture outlines to the course website (accessible via the OSU Carmen system) roughly one day in advance of each meeting.  I never post the class presentations or my lecture notes, so please do not ask.  Sound, image, or video recording of any part of the class meetings is prohibited without my prior consent.
Assigned Readings.  The books listed below are required.  With the exception of the ETEP reader, they are available for purchase at area bookstores.  You are welcome to look on-line for cheaper copies of the books, but please make sure you purchase the editions assigned for this course.  The ETEP reader is available only at the SBX bookstore.  Please remember that you are also responsible for any films or short readings watched/distributed in class.
· Jackson Spielvogel, Western Civilization: A Brief History, Vol. II: Since 1500, 3d. ed. (Wadsworth, 2004).
· Exploring the European Past (ETEP reader).  Please note that ETEP readers are course-specific; be sure to buy the one marked “Steneck”.
· Voltaire, Candide, or Optimism (Penguin Books, 1990).
· Mehdi Charef, Tea in the Harem (Serpent’s Tail Press, 1990).
Course Schedule.  As is the case with most schedules, this one is subject to change.  Readings are due the day they are assigned (i.e., please complete the assigned readings before coming to class).  The following key is used for the assigned readings: (T) = Spielvogel Textbook; (E) = ETEP Reader; and (P) = Primary Source (available from the course website).
	Week
	Dates
	Topics and Assignments
	Assigned Readings

	01
	01.04
	· Course Introduction; Western Civilization in 1600

	T: Chapters 13 (skim) and 14

	02
	01.09, 01.11
	· Political and Social Change in the Early Modern Era
· Changing Worldviews: The Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment

	T: Chapters 15 and 18, begin 16
E: “Monarchy in Early Modern Europe” (01.08)
P: Smith, The Wealth of Nations (01.10)


	03
	01.16, 01.18
	· Changing Worldviews: The Scientific Revolution and The Enlightenment (cont’d)
· The Age of Revolution I: The French Revolution and Napoleonic Era

	T: Chapters 16-17, begin 18
Voltaire (all) 


	04
	01.23, 01.25
	· The Age of Revolution I: The French Revolution and Napoleonic Era (cont’d)
· The Age of Revolutions II: The Industrial Revolution and Its Aftermath

	T: Chapters 18-19, begin 20
P: Declaration of the Rights of Man (01.22)
E: “The French Revolution and Terror” (01.24)



	05
	01.30, 02.01
	· The Age of Revolutions II: The Industrial Revolution and Its Aftermath (cont’d)
· MIDTERM EXAM, 02.01

	T: Chapter 20
P: Industrial Revolution Readings (01.29)


	06
	02.06, 02.08
	· Responding to the Revolutions: Nineteenth Century “Isms”
· Nationalism and the Emergence of New Powers

	T: Chapters 21-22
P: The Communist Manifesto (02.07)

	07
	02.13, 02.15
	· Imperialism and the West’s Global Domination

· The Belle Epoch

	T: Chapters 23-34
E: “Nineteenth Century Nationalisms” (02.12)
P: Imperialism Readings (02.14)

	08
	02.20, 02.22
	· World War I and Its Aftermath

	T: Chapters 25-26
P: Lenin, Economics and Politics (02.21)


	09
	02.27, 03.01
	· Fascism, National Socialism, and the Experience of Total War
	T: Chapter 27
E: “National Socialism”


	10
	03.06, 03.08
	· The Cold War, from Beginning to End
· Course Conclusion

	T: Chapters 28-29
Tea in the Harem (all)

	Exam Week
	12.04
	FINAL EXAM, 11:30am-1:18pm (In main lecture hall)
	


Additions and revisions to this schedule will be announced in class or during your section meetings, or posted to the course page in the OSU Carmen system.
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