History 112: Western Civilization from 1550 
 
Mr. John Hunt                                                                                      Phone: 292-2674                       

Office Hours: MW 4:00-5:00 @ Union                                     Email: hunt.271

Classroom: RA 100                                                                              Class: MW 5:30-7:18

 

Course Description: This course will provide you with an overview of the long-term political, social, and cultural processes that shaped modern European society from 1550 to the contemporary European World.  The first half of the class will focus on the dissolution of the traditional European order by the intellectual, economic, and political forces of modernity, while the second half of the course will examine the fate of these modern forces in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  The course will focus primarily on Western Europe–Britain, France, Germany, and Italy–though considerable attention will also be given to Russia and Eastern Europe in order to highlight the differences between the two regions.  Whenever possible, we will study Europe’s encounter with other parts of the world, especially with reference to its impact on non-Western cultures and civilizations.  In addition to furthering your knowledge of the past, the course will provide you with an opportunity to develop the analytical skills needed to make sense of the contemporary events that are currently adding new chapters to European and world history.             

 

Required Texts: Levack, et al., The West: Encounters & Transformations, Vol. II; Burger, Sources for the History of Western Civilization, Vol. II; and Exploring the European Past (ETEP): Hunt 112 (available only at SBX).               

 

Course Requirements: Class works consists of a midterm worth 20%, a final worth 40%, and four two-page papers worth 40%.

 

Since this will be primarily a lecture course regular attendance will be necessary to do well.   In my lectures, I stress points that the textbook examines only in a cursory manner and give different interpretations of the historical processes that created modern Europe, such that regular attendance is crucial to understanding the broad themes of the course.  I expect you to keep up with the weekly readings, both in the Levack textbook and in the primary source readers.  Because the exams will be drawn both from the lecture and the required texts, you should not view the latter as a substitute for lecture, or vice versa.  

 

Excused Exams and Make-Ups: If you are unable to come to class on an exam day you must let me before the exam.  The grade for a missed, unexcused exam is a zero.  Make-up exams will be given to students with acceptable, documented excuses for missing the assigned exam day.  Keep in mind that make-up exams will be given at my convenience and may conflict with your desires and schedules. 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Papers: The four two-page papers will have you answer questions based on the primary source readings in ETEP and in Burger.  The objective in these assignments is to improve your reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.  In writing the short papers you should only use materials found in the primary source reader; under no circumstances should you use materials gathered from outside sources, including the Internet.  Late papers will be severely penalized.  

 

Statement on Plagiarism:   Passing off someone else’s work as your own, whether it comes from a friend, an article, or a website, constitutes plagiarism.  The most common form of plagiarism is the intentional copying of material directly from a source without providing quotation marks and without crediting the source.  Be advised that plagiarism is grounds for academic probation, suspension, or expulsion from the university; I will report plagiarists to the Committee on Academic Conduct and will assign them a failing grade for the course without exception.  To avoid such an unpleasant situation, put the ideas that you encounter in the primary source readers in your own words and cite the author and page number from the text when writing the short papers for the class.    

 

Note on Enrollment: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 

 

Reading and Lecture Schedule:

Note: This syllabus is a rough guide, I will adjust it if we should fall behind or get ahead of it during the course of the quarter.  

 

First Week: 

March 29 (M): Introduction to the Class; The Old Regime  

March 31 (W): The Age of Confessional Divide; the Battle between Carnival and Lent

Readings: Levack, Chapter 14; “Witch-hunting in Early Modern Europe” in ETEP (pp. 1-10)

 

Second Week:    

April 5 (M): Absolutism in France and Prussia; English Constitutionalism

Readings: Levack, Chapter 15; John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government in Burger

First paper due
April 7 (W): The Scientific Revolution I & II

Readings: Levack, Chapter 16

 
Third Week:    

April 12 (M): No Class 
April 14 (W): World Trade in the Long Eighteenth Century; Life in the Eighteenth Century 

Readings: Levack, Chapter 19

 

 

Fourth Week: 

April 19 (M): The Enlightenment I & II

Readings: Levack, Chapter 17

April 21 (W): Enlightened Absolutism; the French Revolution I

Readings: Levack, Chapter 18; Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen and                   “Decree Abolishing the Feudal System”  in Burger

 

Fifth Week:      

April 26 (M): The French Revolution II; the Age of Napoleon 

Readings: Levack, Chapters 18 & 21 (pp. 687-88); “The Napoleonic Empire in Europe–Liberation or Exploitation?” in ETEP (pp. 21-33).  

Second Paper due
April 28 (W):  The Age of Romanticism; the Industrial Revolution 

Readings: Levack, Chapters 21 (pp. 689-91, 692-95) & 20; William Wordworth’s “The Tables Turned” in Burger

 

Sixth Week: 

May 3 (M): Midterm 

May 5 (W): The Rise of Socialism and Marxism; the Revolutions of 1848

Readings: Levack, Chapter 21 (685-99, 702-708); Karl Marx’s The Communist Manifesto in Burger     

            

Seventh Week:

May 10 (M): Liberalism in England; Unifications of Italy and Germany   

Readings: Levack, Chapter 21 (699-702, 708-17)

May 12 (W): Second Industrial Revolution & Bourgeois Society; Cultural Crisis of the Fin de Siecle 

Readings: Levack, Chapters 22 & 23 (pp.753-71); Friedrich Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil in Burger

Third Paper due
            

Eighth Week:

May 17 (M): New Imperialism; the European Alliance Systems & First World War

Readings: Chapters 23 (pp. 771-86) & 24 (pp. 789-813)

May 19 (W): The Treaty of Versailles; the Russian Revolution

Readings: Chapters 24 (pp. 813-24) & 25 (pp. 831-32, 846-51)

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ninth Week: 

May 24 (M): Interwar Period; The Fascist Response 

Readings: Chapter 25; “National Socialism” in ETEP (pp. 47-61)

May 26 (W): Second War World I & II

Readings: Chapters 26 & 27; “National Socialism” in ETEP 

(pp. 62-71).  

Fourth Paper due
 

Tenth Week:

May 31 (M): No Class
June 2 (W): Cold War; the New World Order 

Readings: Chapters 28 & 29

 

Final Exam, Monday, June 7, 5:30-7:18
 

   

