History 151: American Civilization To 1877

Spring Quarter 2008 – Cockins Hall 0312, T/R 2:30-4:18

Lawrence Bowdish, DU 009, 292-2955 Office Hours 130-230 T/R

bowdish.4@osu.edu

This course will investigate American history to Reconstruction.  By concentrating on themes such as social (race, gender, e.g.), economic, and political (especially between federal and state authorities) developments, we will be able to keep track of broader trends in early American history.  At the same time, we will place these themes into context with American policy and public response to see the evolution of American society and “civilization”

Since this course fulfills 5 hours of your GEC requirement, we will…

1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.
2. Develop and apply critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.

3. Improve communications skills in exams, papers, and discussions.  Your assignments to these ends will ask you to analyze a variety of source material and present it in a fashion that accurately communicates the spirit of that material’s history and providence.

Other Important Bookkeeping Notes

Enrollment – official History Department statement – 

“All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.”

Academic Misconduct

The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. I will report such instances to the Committee On Academic Misconduct. (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp), or the OSU Writing Center: 

Disability Policy

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform me as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone

 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Attendance Policy
You get two free absences.  After that, you lose 1.5 points off your total average for every absence.  I do not accept excused absences, and take attendance everyday.
The Course

The texts for this class, Retrieving The American Past (RTAP, under my name, “Bowdish,” and Spring 2008), the first volume of Alan Brinkley’s Unfinished Nation, Oludah Equiano, and the Ralph Waldo Emerson collection, “Self Reliance and Other Essays,” are all available at SBX on High Street.  All of Emerson’s material has an expired copyright, so you can find his work in a variety of places for free or close to it.  In addition, the Brinkley textbook is “recommended,” not required.  I will not assign any textbook exercises or quiz you on that material.  However, it might be a useful addition to my lectures.  There are numerous editions available at varying costs.
Grades-

Mid-Term- 25%

Final- 25%

Emerson Paper 25% (A four page typed, double spaced discussion of Emerson’s work.  More to 

follow)

Participation- 10% (Part of this grade will come from in-class responses to the weekly thoughts 

and sources posted on Carmen every weekend, the other part will come from you not reading newspapers in class and staying awake)

Reading Responses- 15% (A ONE page typed, double spaced response of the RTAP 

assignment.  You must do 3 out of 6, each worth 5%.  You may opt to do a fourth 

response, and I will take your three highest grades)

We will spend sometime in class discussing the writing assignments, but if you would like outside help, I strongly encourage a trip to the Writing Center, http://cstw.osu.edu
Content Schedule

Mar 25- Intro—What is History?  Getting White Guys to the Americas.

Mar 27- Getting More White Guys to the Americas.  At least they speak English.

Apr 1- New England and the Middle Colonies


RTAP- The Indian’s New World

Apr 3- Work Patterns and the Rise of Slavery in the Colonial System

Apr 8- Colonial Culture and Life in the 18th Century.


RTAP- Marriage in Colonial America

Apr 10- Creating Americans

Apr 15- Creating America

Apr 17- Divvying up Power and Protecting Assets—The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution


RTAP- Struggle over the Constitution


Federalist Paper Selection
Apr 22- The Early Republic and Midterm Review

Apr 24-MIDTERM

Apr 29- Thomas Jefferson and the Virginians

May 1- War of 1812 and the Era of Good Feelings

May 6- The Original American Badass: Andrew Jackson and his America.


RTAP- The First Women’s Right Movement

May 8- Industrialization versus Labor/Slavery


RTAP- Gender and Slave Labor

May 13- Going West

May 15- The Tremors of Sectional Crisis in the 1850s

May 20- The Civil War

RTAP- Why Union Soldiers Fought

May 22- Civil War Aftermath

May 27- Reconstruction 

EMERSON PAPER DUE/Last day to submit extra credit assignment 

May 29- Final Exam Review

FINAL—THURSDAY JUNE 5, 130-318 in the usual classroom.

Extra Credit Assignment


By completing either of these reviews, you may earn up to 2 points of extra credit.

Movie or TV Series Review

Pick a movie based on an event that will be covered in this class.  Watch it and then review it for bias and/or historical accuracy in a 2-3 page paper, double space, pt. 12 font. I will expect you do a little outside research, including some biographical info on the director and/or writer, and whether or not the movie is based on a book or particular event.  Your answers to these questions should lead your response.  For the TV option, watch enough shows to get a good feel for the series   Pick a TV show that you think illustrates an important part of American society.  Keep in mind some of the same things as you did for the movie review.  You may watch the movie/TV series in groups, but everyone turns in their own paper.  

--OR--

Art Review

Like the above assignment, except discuss a painting depicting an event in American History or Culture, or discuss an American artist.  How has America influenced them?  What events may have shaped their artistic outlook?  

--Please run your movies by me first.  I will not accept any papers on The Patriot, I have seen too many of these. 

