History 151: American Civilization to 1877

047 University Hall ( Tuesday and Thursday 1:30-3:18PM

Instructor: Alison Efford

Email: Efford.1@osu.edu (email is the best way to contact me)

Website: http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/efford1/
Office: 235 Dulles Hall, 292-4727

Office hours: Wednesday 11:30-12:30PM & Thursday 3:30-4:30PM

American history is one great argument over what it means to be American.  The goal of this course is to prepare you to engage intelligently with important aspects of this historical debate: What makes America American?  Why are different American regions distinctive?  What factors have shaped American race relations?  How radical was the American Revolution?  What role did religion play in shaping the nation?  What caused the Civil War?  To help you develop your own answers to questions such as these, this course aims to give you a basic factual knowledge of American history before 1877, to teach you to think critically about historical sources, and to help you analyze and construct historical arguments.

Required Readings (available at SBX on High Street and other locations):

Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People, Volume I: To 1877, Fourth Edition.

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.
Alison Efford, Customized Retrieving the American Past reader [NOTE: BE CAREFUL TO PURCHASE THE EDITION FOR THIS CLASS!].

In addition, several short, required readings are available online.  You will find links below in the syllabus, at my website, and on the class site on Carmen. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION 

Any student needing accommodation based on the impact of a disability should meet with me soon, and should contact the Office for Disability Services (292-3307 or 292-0901, 150 Pomerene).

ENROLLMENT

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by me or the department chair after that time.  It is your responsibility to ensure you are officially enrolled.

SOME NOTES ON HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED

Grading Breakdown
10% Attendance and participation

10% Reading quizzes

10% Postings to the Carmen online discussion forum 

20% Midterm

20% Frederick Douglass Paper

30% Final

Participation
You are required to attend class and come prepared to participate in discussions on the readings on the assigned date (see below).  Everyone will begin the quarter with a participation grade of “B-.”  If you attend class regularly AND participate in class discussions, you will earn an “A.”  If you do not participate in discussion or attend class regularly, your grade will fall below a “B-.”  

Reading Quizzes

To help keep you on track with your reading, there will be FIVE UNANNOUNCED quizzes during the quarter.  They will consist of simple short-answer questions to test whether you completed the assigned reading.  Your FOUR highest quiz grades will make up 10% of your total grade. 

Carmen Discussion Posts
You are required to contribute EIGHT substantial posts (at least 150 words each) to the online discussion page set up for this class on the Carmen website at http://carmen.osu.edu/.  You must post your contributions throughout the quarter and complete all eight by midnight DECEMBER 1.    

Use your OSU username and password to log in and access the class’s page.  Please try out the system during the first week of class, so we can work through any difficulties. 

Each class period I will provide questions for you to respond to online.  I will grade your posts based on how well you engage with the course material and maintain a tone that respects other people’s opinions.

Midterm and Final Examinations

The examinations in this class will consist purely of in-class essays.  I will provide you with some idea of the questions ahead of time so you can consider your answers.  

If for a family or medical reason you find it absolutely necessary to miss a test or examination, you must contact me BEFORE HAND to receive my permission to take a make-up exam.  I will consider medical excuses written on your physician’s stationery.  

Frederick Douglass Paper

You will write a 4-5 page paper that addresses Frederick Douglass’s autobiography in conjunction with another primary source.  I will provide more detailed instructions following the midterm.

Late papers will be heavily penalized except in documented cases of family or medical emergency approved by me BEFORE the deadline.  Late papers will be docked a whole letter grade per day late.  For example, a “C” paper that is two days late will receive an “E.”  

Academic Honesty
Cheating or representing other people’s ideas as your own will NOT be tolerated.  It is your responsibility to understand university regulations regarding academic honesty.  You may wish to refer to the Student Code of Conduct, available at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp. I will report any suspected violations to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND CLASSES

NOTE: This schedule is subject to change.  It is your responsibility to keep up with any changes announced in class.

Summary of Important Dates
Midterm



October 25

Frederick Douglass Paper
November 15

Thanksgiving: no class

November 24

Final




December 7, 1:30 - 3:18 PM

PART I: COLONIES IN AN ATLANTIC WORLD, 1492-1776

Introduction

WEEK 1: Three continents collide

Brinkley [the textbook], Chapter 1

Sep 27 (T)
RTAP [Retrieving the American Past], “Columbus”

Sep 29 (Th)
Edward Waterhouse, “Declaration,” 1622 (http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/efford1/Waterhouse1622.htm) 

WEEK 2: The development of British North American societies: visions, challenges, and changes

Brinkley, Chapters 2 and 3

Oct 6
(Th)
RTAP, “Salem”

WEEK 3: Shifting power and social change in British North America  


Brinkley, Chapter 3

Oct 11 (T)
RTAP, “Colonial Marriage”

WEEK 4: An American Revolution 

Oct 18 (T)
Brinkley, Chapters 4 and 5 (Likely quiz!)

Brinkley, Declaration of Independence, A5-A8

Oct 20 (Th)
RTAP, “Radicalism of the Revolution” 

MIDTERM EXAM:  Tuesday, October 25

PART II: DEMOCRACY? 1776-1877

WEEK 5: Constituting a nation

Brinkley, Chapter 6

Oct 27 (Th)
Brinkley, Constitution (and Amendments I-X), A9-A19

The Articles of Confederation (http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/artconf.htm)

WEEK 6: Many nationalisms

Brinkley, Chapters 7 and 8

Nov 1
(T)
Jesse Lemisch, “Are Gilder and Lehrman Tilting 

American History to the Right? A Case in Point” (http://hnn.us/articles/8420.html) 

Nov 3
(Th)
RTAP, “Artisans to Factory Hands”

WEEK 7: Politics, economy, and society in Jacksonian America

Brinkley, Chapters 9, 10, and 12 (especially pages 314-327)

Nov 8
(T)
RTAP, “Jackson and the Cherokees”


                  

WEEK 8: The West and the South

Brinkley, Chapter 11

Nov 15 (T)
Frederick Douglass Paper Due

Douglass, Narrative and additional sources on e-reserve (http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/p) 

Nov 17(Th)
O’Sullivan and Wharton, Manifest Destiny Excerpts (http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/efford1/manifestdestiny.htm) 

WEEK 9: Sectional conflict 


Brinkley, Chapter 13 and pages 361-365

Nov 22 (T)
RTAP, “Political Crisis of the 1850s”

Nov 24 (Th)
Thanksgiving: No Class 

WEEK 10: Civil War and Reconstruction

Brinkley, Chapter 14 (especially pages 365-370) and 15

Nov 29 (T)
Lincoln, Speech at Peoria, 1854 [http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/efford1/Lincoln1854speech.htm) and Gettysburg Address (http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/gadd/gatr2.html )

Dec 1
(Th)
RTAP, “Struggle for Black Rights”

FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, December 7, 1:30-3:18PM

