HISTORY 151
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION, 1607-1877
Autumn 2005
TR, 3:30-5:18
 

Instructor:  Richard Groening

09 Dulles Hall

230 W 17th Ave

Office Hours:  by appointment

Email:  groening.2@osu.edu
Office Phone:  292-2955

History Department Office:  292-2674

Website:  http://history.osu.edu/people/groening2/
 

REQUIRED BOOKS
 

(1)  Devine, Breen, Fredrickson & Williams, The American Story, Vol. 1 

(2)  Retrieving the American Past (RTAP), Groening/Hist 151/Autumn 2005

Note:  RTAP is available only at SBX; make sure that you purchase the edition 

under my name.  Copies will also be available at the Main Library’s Reserve Desk. 

(3)  Frederick Douglass, Narrative.
(4)  James McPherson, What They Fought For.
(5)  Readings (TBA) at the Main Library’s Reserve Desk and on my website.

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
 

History 151 is an introduction to American civilization from the age of European expansion and colonization through the American Civil War and Reconstruction.  This course focuses on central themes and issues in the development of the United States:  economic and geographic expansion; cultural and racial interaction; institutional development; cultural change; systems of labor; and the spread of democracy.  Topics treated in this course include exploration and colonization, early America and the British empire; the American Revolution; the establishment of a new nation; the era of Andrew Jackson, technological, commercial, industrial, and transportation revolutions; social and cultural life in 19th century America; slavery, expansion, regionalism, and sectional crisis; the Civil War and Reconstruction.  Special emphasis will be placed on the role of foundation documents in American history and the revolutionary impact of the American Revolution and the Civil War.

 

This course will satisfy a GEC requirement.
 

ENROLLMENT
 

All Students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week, of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the instructor or department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

 

ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES
 

1.  Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish students insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.

 

2.  Develop critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.

 

3.  Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

 

4.  Develop communications skills in exams, papers, discussions.

 

DISABILITY SERVICES
 

Students who feel they need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office of Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office of Disability Services, you may do so at 292-3307.

 

EXAMINATIONS
 

There will be two midterms and a final.  Each exam will be objective, taken in class, closed book.  The exams will cover all aspects of the class:  lectures, textbooks, primary source readings, images, videos.  A study sheet will be provided one week prior to the exam.  The first midterm will be on Tuesday, 11 October.  It counts for 10% of the total grade and covers chapters 1-3 of The American Story plus RTAP and other readings and any lectures and videos to that point.  The second midterm will be on Tuesday, 25 October.  It counts for 15% of the total grade and covers chapters 4-6 of The American Story plus RTAP and other readings, lectures, and videos since the first midterm.  The final exam is on Tuesday, 6 December, 3:30-5:18.  It counts for 20% of the total grade.  The final exam covers chapters 7-16 of The American Story plus RTAP and other readings, lectures, and videos since the second midterm.

 

MAKE-UP EXAMS
 

If you find it necessary to miss an examination, you must contact the instructor by the next day in order to take a make-up exam; if the absence is planned, you should of course tell me beforehand.  The date, time, and place for the make-up are determined by the Department of History.  The student must rearrange his/her schedule to meet the Department’s schedule.

 

 

QUIZZES
 

You will be quizzed on the week’s assignments on those weeks without an essay or midterm.  Together the quizzes make up 15% of your grade.  

 

PAPERS
 

You will write three formal essays for this class.  Each will be three pages, typewritten, using 12-point font, 1-inch margins, and double spacing.  The first will be due at the beginning of the Fifth Week, Tuesday, 18 October.  The second will be due at the end of the Ninth Week, Thursday, 17 November.  The third will be at the end of the Eleventh Week, Thursday, 1 December. Topics will be assigned in class.  Each paper is worth 10% of your final grade.  Late papers will be penalized.  Papers without page numbers or not stapled will be penalized.  

 

Much of your grade in this course will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned.  Here are brief descriptions of how you will earn your essay grades:

"C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

"B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.

"A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.

As for “D” and “E” essays: usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.

 

PLAGIARISM
 

College writing often requires you to cite the ideas of others while acknowledging all your sources.  The term plagiarism refers to the unacknowledged use of another individual's work. This definition of plagiarism covers both blatant and unintentional misuse of other people's ideas. Plagiarism is considered academic misconduct and can carry severe consequences.
 
An obvious form of plagiarism is copying from your source material without providing quotation marks and without crediting the source. A more subtle form, but equally improper, is the paraphrasing of material or use of an original idea that is not properly introduced and documented. Remember that another author's ideas, interpretations, and words are his or her property; they are, in fact, protected by law and must be acknowledged whenever you borrow them.  Your own ideas, interpretations, and words are also your property; they also are protected.
 

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION
 

Participation constitutes 10% of your final grade.  As a result, you will benefit by attending class on a regular basis.  Of course, simply occupying a seat will earn you nothing.  

 

METHOD OF DETERMINING FINAL GRADE
Here is the grading scale.  Grades are NOT curved.

 

A      92.6-100

A-     89.6-92.5

B+    87.6-89.5

B      82.6-87.5

B-    79.6-82.5

C+   77.6-79.5

C     72.6-77.5

C-    69.6-72.5

D+    67.6-69.5

D      62-67.5

E       below 62

 

 

First Midterm Exam                  10%

Paper 1                                    10%

Second Midterm Exam 15%

Paper 2                                    10%

Paper 3                                    10%

Quizzes                                    15%

Final Exam                               20%

Participation                             10% 
TOTAL                                   100%

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS
Part I:  Setting up British America
Week One:  22 September

Chapter 1, American Story (AS), “New World Encounters”

 

Week Two:  27-29 September

Chapter 2, AS, “England’s Colonial Experiments:  The Seventeenth Century”

Chapter 3, AS, “Putting Down Roots:  Families in an Atlantic Empire”

 

Part II:  Constructing an American Republic
Week Three:  4-6 October

Chapter 4, AS, “Frontiers of Empire:  Eighteenth Century America”

 

Week Four:  11-13 October

First Midterm Exam:  Tuesday, 11 October
Chapter 5, AS, “The American Revolution”

Retrieving the American Past (RTAP), “Colonial American Political Culture”

The Declaration of Independence, AS, pages A3-A5

 

 

Week Five:  18-20 October

Paper 1 Due:  Tuesday, 18 October
Chapter 6, AS, “The Republican Experiment”

RTAP, “Why the British Lost the Revolutionary War”

Articles of Confederation

The Constitution, AS, pages A6-A16

 

Part III:  Becoming the American Republic, 1788-1877
Week Six:  25-27 October

Second Midterm Exam:  Tuesday, 25 October
Chapter 7, AS, “Democracy in Distress”

Chapter 8, AS, “Jeffersonian Ascendance”

RTAP, “Jeffersonian Republicans vs. Federalists” 

The Constitution, AS, pages A6-A16

 

Week Seven:  1-3 November

Chapter 9, AS, “Nation Building and Nationalism”

Chapter 10, AS, “The Triumph of White Men’s Democracy”

Chapter 11, AS, “The Pursuit of Perfection”

RTAP, “From Artisans to Factory Hands”

 

Week Eight:  8-10 November

Chapter 12, AS, “An Age of Expansionism”

Chapter 13, AS, “Master and Slave”

RTAP, “The Development of American Political Parties, 1815-1840”

Frederick Douglass, Narrative
 

Week Nine:  15-17 November

Paper 2 Due: Thursday, 17 November
Chapter 14, AS, “The Sectional Crisis”

Chapter 15, AS, “Secession and the Civil War

RTAP, “The Political Crisis of the 1850s”

Frederick Douglass, Narrative
James McPherson, What They Fought For
 

Week Ten:  22 November

Chapter 15, AS, “Secession and the Civil War

Chapter 16, AS, “The Agony of Reconstruction”

James McPherson, What They Fought For
 

 

Week Eleven:  29 November-1 December

Paper 3 Due:  Thursday, 1 December
Chapter 16, AS, “The Agony of Reconstruction”

 

No Class:  Thursday, 24 November, Thanksgiving Day
 

Final Exam:  Tuesday, 6 December, 3:30-5:18
 

