HISTORY 151

AMERICAN CIVILIZATION TO 1877

Spring 2009

Lecture MW 1:30-3:18 (UH 038)

Kathryn Magee

Magee.48@osu.edu

Dulles 009

OFFICE HOURS: Wednesday 11:00-1:00pm or by appointment

Objectives

· This course should help develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves.

· To get students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

· To help students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity.

· To help students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.
Evaluation

	Midterm (40%)

TAKEHOME
	April 29, 2009

	Final Exam (40%)

TAKEHOME
	June 10, 2009

	Workshops (20%)
	Every Class 

(1% ea.)


Required Reading

Magee. Retrieving the American Past (RTAP)

On-Line Textbook: Digital History at www.digitalhistory.uh.edu
Policies

PLEASE NOTE: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student
Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Extensions:

Completing your assignments on time is part of the requirement for this course. Late papers will be docked 10% per day, unless documentation is provided indicating extenuating circumstances such as a sickness or death in the family.

Students With Disabilities:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
Workshops

Workshops are an in-class exercise. During these sessions, we will explore in more detail the content of the lectures, assigned readings and various tools, ethical questions and perspectives of history. 

Each workshop is marked out of one. Marks are based on the student’s effort, and expression of understanding of the topic at hand. Workshops are to be a reflection of class participation and attendance.

Midterm

The midterm for this class will be a take-home history paper based on the lecture and the documents in the RTAP. The question will be given out a week before the paper is due.
Class Schedule

Week 1: The Meeting of Cultures 

(03/30) Native America

(04/01) Native America at the time of European Contact

Readings: The First American
Week 2: Exploration and Colonization

(04/06) Transplantations and Borderlands

(04/08) Society and Culture in Provincial America

Readings: Exploration and Discovery & Colonization
Week 3: Transformations 

(04/13) The Empire in Transition

(04/15)  Key Players

Readings: Patterns of Change 1700-1775
Week 4: Independence

(04/20) The American Revolution

(04/22) Key Players 

Readings: The American Revolution & The Founders
Week 5: The New Republic

(04/27) The Constitution and Revolutionary Settlement 

(04/29)  MIDTERM DUE The Jeffersonian Era

Readings: The Critical Period: America In The 1780s & Jeffersonian Republicanism
Week 6: A Converging and Diverging Nation

(05/04) Varieties of American Nationalism 

(05/06) Jacksonian America

Readings: The Era of Good Feelings & Jacksonian Democracy & Westward Expansion
Week 7: Economy and People

(05/11) America’s Economic Revolution

(05/13) Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South

Readings: The Roots of American Economic Growth & The Pre-Civil War South
Week 8: Civil Unrest

(05/18) Antebellum Culture and Reform

(05/20) The Impending Crisis

Readings: Pre-Civil War American Culture & Pre-Civil War Reform & Religion and The Early Republic
Week 9: Civil War

(05/25) NO CLASS

(05/27) In Class Assignment

Readings: The Impending Crisis & The Civil War
Week 10: Reconstruction and the New South

(06/01) Reconstruction

(06/03) Review

Readings: The Origins and Nature of New World Slavery & Reconstruction
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