History 151
American Civilization to 1877
Spring Quarter 2005
MW: 5:30-7:18
JR 371
 
Instructor: Brian D. Page
Office: 322 Dulles Hall
Email: page.147@osu.edu
Office Hours: MW 4:15-5:15 or by appt.
History Department: 100 Dulles Hall/292-2674
 
Course Description
 
History 151 surveys the political, constitutional, social, and economic development of the United States from the colonial period through the era of Reconstruction.  It is, therefore, a story of the events, ideas, and individuals who have shaped the way we live today.  This class intends to provide students with a greater knowledge of the complexity of American history and greater awareness of the responsibility they share for this nation’s future.
 
Required Readings
 
Gary Nash et al.  The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society, 4th Brief Edition.  Volume 1.
 
Retrieving the American Past.  A Customized U. S. History Reader, ed. Brian Page, History 151, Spring 2005.
 
Harriet Jacobs writing as Linda Brent.  Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.
 
* Retrieving the American Past (RTAP) is specifically designed for this course.  Students must purchase the RTAP edited by the instructor.
 
Course Requirements
 
Final grades will be determined by four components: mid-term (30%); final exam (40%); paper (25%); and quizzes and other (5%).
 
Grading Scale:
93-100 A                77-79 C+ 0-59 E
90-92 A- 73-76 C
87-89 B+ 70-72 C-
83-86 B   67-69 D+
80-82 B-  60-66 D
 
Exams: Both the mid-term (30%) and the final exam (40%) will include essays questions based on material from lectures, readings, and class discussions.  Exams may also include short identification or other forms of evaluation.  Students must incorporate material from lectures, readings, and class discussions to answer exam questions completely.  Exams will be graded on content and style. 
 
Paper (25%): Students will be required to write one five to seven page paper based on Harriet Jacob’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.  Students will receive detailed instructions the third or fourth week of the quarter.  It will be due in class on Monday, May 23.    
 
Quizzes and other (5%): Quizzes will be based on material from the lectures, readings, and class discussions.  Other small assignments may also be given throughout the course.  
 
Make-up Policy: There will be no make-up exams unless arranged in advance with instructor.  No late papers will be accepted either.  Make-up exams or late papers without prior notice will only be allowed in cases of personal or medical emergencies, in which case, documentation is required.  It is the sole responsibility of the student to keep up with all deadlines and inform the instructor of any missed exams and/or assignments.
 
Attendance: There will be no point deductions for absences, however, attendance is strongly encouraged.  To answer exams and quizzes completely students must demonstrate knowledge of material from lectures, reading materials, class discussions, or other materials introduced throughout the course.  It is the sole responsibility of the student to inquire about missed assignments or changes made throughout the quarter.
 
Required Readings: Assigned readings are to be completed prior to each class meeting.  Students must keep up with all readings and be able to participate in class discussions.  
 
Class discussion: This class is structured around lectures prepared by the instructor; however, questions and discussions are strongly encouraged.  Students must be prepared to participate in class on a daily basis.
 
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Students who require special arrangements due to physical or learning disabilities should contact the instructor as soon as possible.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, problems, or concerns about this course.  
 
Schedule of Assignments: The following schedule assignments are subject to change.  Students are responsible for keeping track of all deadlines and any changes made throughout the course.
 
March 28:              1) Introduction: Politics, Power, and the Meaning of History
                                2) Purchase Required Texts and Begin Reading
 
March 30:              3) Cultural Encounters and the Making of the Atlantic World
                                                Nash, Chapter One
                                4) Colonization and Divergent Roots of American Society
                                                Nash, Chapter Two
 
April 4:                   5) The Indians New World: Native Americans after European Invasion
                                                RTAP, Chapter One
                                6) The Making of the African Diaspora: Labor, Slavery, and the 
                                Origins of American Racism
                                                Nash, Chapter Three
 
April 6:                   7) The Maturing of Colonial Society: the Beginnings of an American
                                Culture
                                                Nash, Chapter Four
                                8) Colonial American Political Culture: Deference or Democracy?
                                                RTAP, Chapter Two
 
April 11:                 9) War, Mercantilism, and the Management of Empire: An Emerging 
                                Political Crisis
                                                Nash, Chapter Five
                                10) From Resistance to Revolution: Republicanism and the Origins of the American Revolution
                                                Nash, Chapter Five
 
April 13:                 11) The War for American Independence
                                                Nash, Chapter Six
                                12) The Crucible of the Revolution: Limits of American Radicalism
                                                RTAP, Chapter Three
 
April 18: 13) Completing the Revolution: Republicanism and the Creation of the
                                American Constitution
                                                Nash, Chapter Seven
 
April 20: 14) Transcending the Mortality of the New Republic: The Revolution of
                                1800
                                                Nash, Chapter Eight
                                15) Creating a National Identity: Democracy in the Modern World
                                                Nash, Chapter Nine
 
April 25: Conclude Lectures and Discussion
                                Review for Mid-Term Exam (if time allows)
 
April 27: Mid-Term
 
May 2:                    16) From Homespun Design to Calico Dresses: The Market Revolution
                                and its Consequences
                                                Nash, Chapter 10
 
May 4:                    17) Old Hickory and the Common Man: The Rise of the White Man’s Democracy
                                                Nash, Chapter 12
                                18) Andrew Jackson and Cherokee Removal
                                                RTAP, Chapter Four
 
May 9:                    19) Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made
                                                RTAP, Chapter Six
                                                Nash, Chapter Eleven
                                20) Closer to Freedom: Slave Resistance in the American South
                                                Nash, Chapter Three and Eleven
 
May 11:                  21) Reforming Society I: Creating a Utopia and Perfecting America
                                                Nash, Chapter Twelve
                                22) The First Woman’s Rights Movement
                                                RTAP, Chapter Five
 
May 16:                  21) Reforming Society II: Abolitionism and the Emergence of a Moral Crisis
                                                Nash, Chapter Twelve
                                22) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: Harriet Jacobs, Black Abolitionism, and the Slave Narrative
                                                Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
 
May 18:                  23) A Nation Divided: Free Labor, Free Soil, and the Emergence of a Political Crisis
                                                Nash, Chapter 13
 
May 23:                  24) John Brown’s Body and the Coming of the Civil War
                                                Nash, Chapter 14
                                25) The Battle Cry of Freedom: Fighting the Civil War
                                                Nash, Chapter 15
                                
                                                                PAPER DUE IN CLASS
 
May 25:                  26) Emancipation and the Demise of the Confederacy
                                                Nash, Chapter 15
 
May 30:                  Memorial Day – No Class
 
June 1:                    27) Bitter Jubilee: the Promise of Reconstruction
                                                Nash, Chapter 16
 
June 6:                                    Final Exam
                                
 
 
 
 
  
