History 152: American History From 1877

Monday and Wednesday 5:30-7:18 * Orton Hall Room 110 
INSTRUCTER: Mindy Farmer

EMAIL:  farmer.99@osu.edu
OFFICE: 322 Dulles Hall

PHONE: 614-292-1882
OFFICE HOURS:  Mondays 4:00-5:15, after class, and by appointment  
History is messy.  Everyday decisions are made and events take place that change the course of human development.  My goal is to equip you with the tools you need to make sense of the mess and the knowledge to understand the present.  In other words, I hope to give you an understanding of the past to better interpret the future.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1.  Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity.  This knowledge will furnish students insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.

2.  Develop critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.

3.  Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

4.  Communications skills in exams, papers, discussions.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:
All of the assigned books are available for purchase at the Student Book Exchange at 1806 North High Street, and they may also be available at other area bookstores.
James Roark et al. The American Promise: A Compact History. Vol: II, 3rd Edition
Mindy Farmer, ed. Retrieving the American Past   * there are many different editions of RTAP, make sure you chose the one with my name *
GRADE BREAKDOWN:

Midterm  (30 points)       


30 %

Final  (30 points)     



30 %

Quizzes (30 points)  
          
            
30 %
Attendance/Participation (10 points)
 
10 %

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.  In order to pass the course, you must pass the Final Exam with at least a 62. Also, I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

Here are the grade breakdowns:
A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62
Grading Your Exams: Most of your grade in this course will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned.  Below is a brief description of how you will earn your essay grades:

"C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

"B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.

"A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.

As for “D” and “E” essays: usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.

EXAMS (60 POINTS):

There will be two exams in this course-- a midterm and a final.  Both will consist of multiple choice and essay questions.  I will post a study guide approximately one week before each exam date. 
If you have to miss the exam because of illness or a verifiable emergency, you must contact me before the exam. To make-up any exam, you will have to take it during one of the regularly scheduled exam sessions offered by the Department of History. 

QUIZZES (30 POINTS):

Your quiz grade will consist of 5 quizzes worth 6 points each.  These quizzes will cover the RTAP reading for the day.  They will consist of one essay, two short answers, or 4 fill-in-blank questions.  There are NO make-up quizzes, however, I will give a total of 6 quizzes so that you can drop your lowest grade (including a zero). Some of these quizzes will be take home essays posted on Carmen. 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION (10 POINTS):
Given the descriptions above with regard to what I expect on your assignments (evidence from the readings and lectures), I expect you to attend and participate regularly.  I will randomly send around an attendance sheet.  On these days, it is your responsibility to make sure you sign your name.  I will also keep notes on participation on the days when it is warranted.  To better help me keep track of participation, it is highly recommended that you visit my office hours. 
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION: 

Any student needing accommodation based on the impact of a disability should meet with me soon, and should contact the Office for Disability Services (292-3307 or 292-0901, 150 Pomerene).

ENROLLMENT:

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm 

Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND CLASSES

NOTE: This schedule is subject to change.  It is your responsibility to keep up with any changes announced in class.

SUMMARY OF KEY DATES:
Midterm:  Monday, April 21
Final:  Monday, June 2   5:30-7:18 
PART I:  America Pre-World War II
WEEK 1: Reconstruction and the Gilded Age

Roark [the textbook], Chapter 16-18

Mar 24 (M)     Introduction and Reconstruction

Mar 26 (W)    The Rise of Big Business, The West  RTAP: “Native Americans and the Closing of the  Frontier” 
 

WEEK 2:  Populism and Progressivism 

Roark, Chapters 19-21
Mar 31 (M)     Immigration, Populism  
Apr 2   (W)     Imperialism, Progressivism  RTAP “The Grueling Battle for Woman Suffrage” 
WEEK 3:  WWI and the Twenties

Roark, Chapters 21-23
Apr 7   (M)     Watch Iron Jawed Angels 
Apr 9   (W)     World War I, The Roaring Twenties RTAP: “The Sexual Revolution”
 

WEEK 4:   The Great Depression and World War II

Roark, Chapters 23-25
Apr 14 (M)     The Coming of the Great Depression, The New Deals
Apr 16 (W)     WWII and Review

         

  PART II: America Post World War II
WEEK 5:   The Cold War 

Roark, Chapter 26
Apr 21 (M)      MIDTERM
Apr 23 (W)      The Cold War RTAP: “The Origins of the Cold War”
  
WEEK 6:   The Fifties and the Civil Rights Movement

Roark, Chapters 27-28

Apr 28 (M)     The Fifties

Apr 30  (W)    Civil Rights Movement

            

WEEK 7:  The Sixties

Roark, Chapters 28-29

May 5   (M)    The Rights Revolutions 
May 7   (W)     Kennedy, the Space Race  RTAP: “The Sputnik Crisis and the Space Race” 
WEEK 8:  Vietnam and Watergate

Roark, Chapters 9-30

May 12 (M)    Vietnam

May 14 (W)    Heyday of Liberalism, 1968, Nixon  RTAP: The Environmental Movement
 

WEEK 9:  The Reagan Revolution  


Roark, Chapters 30-31

            May 19 (M)     In the Wake of Watergate, Reagan Revolution 

May 21 (W)     Since the Cold War and Globalization 
WEEK 10:  In Retrospect  


Roark, Chapters 30-31

            May 26 (M)     Memorial Day, No Class  

May 28 (W)     Today and Review 
Final: Monday, June 2 at 5:30pm
