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AMERICAN CIVILIZATION SINCE 1877

Winter 2007
Lecture MWF 1:30 p.m., HH 180
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10960-A

Marc Horger

Dulles 164
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horger.2@osu.edu
(Please include “History 152” in subject line)

History 152 is an introduction to the political, social, and cultural development of the United States since Reconstruction.  The course will focus on themes such as the rise of big business; Populism, Progressivism, and the American labor movement; the role of race and ethnicity in American life and American culture; American foreign policy and its relationship to domestic social and cultural development; the emergence of consumer-oriented culture; Depression and New Deal; World War and Cold War; civil rights and the social protest movements of the 1960s; and whatever else we have time for.  It is the purpose of History 152 to demonstrate how American political, social, cultural, intellectual, and economic developments have been interrelated throughout the period.  It is also the purpose of History 152 to encourage students to think critically about historical issues and to learn how to interpret historical information for themselves.  Classroom work will consist of a mix of lecture and discussion.  Outside assignments will stress, in addition to a command of basic factual information, critical thinking about events in the past and about the documents (primary and secondary) through which we learn about the past.  


Course grades will be determined by student performance on three major assignments – a midterm exam (20%), a final exam (30%), and a short paper (30%) – and from participation and performance in section (20%), in a manner to be determined by your section leader.


The paper will be 5-7 pp. in length and will involve critical thinking about one or more of our assigned readings.  The paper will be discussed more completely later in the quarter.


Three books are required: Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation (v. 2); Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era, and the customized reader Retrieving the American Past.  


IMPORTANT:  Retrieving the American Past is a customized reader.  Every 151 and 152 section has a different RTAP.  Your RTAP must be dated HORGER 152 Winter 2007, or it is of no value to you.  It is only available at SBX.  Used or hand-me-down RTAPs are worthless.  Resistance is futile.  Please make sure you get the correct RTAP.


All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course can be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

If you are for some reason unable to attend a scheduled exam, you must notify the instructor before the exam and get formal approval to make makeup arrangements.  


Adherence to University codes of academic conduct is policed aggressively in this class.  Please be aware of University policies on plagiarism and academic misconduct at 

http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
and 

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

The following is a tentative schedule of lecture topics and assigned readings.  These assignments are subject to change; they may also be altered or augmented by your section leader.  Your section leader is the final arbiter of weekly reading assignments.  Please ask him/her if you are unsure about an assignment.


Jan. 3-5: The rise of Big Business and the culture of the Gilded Age; the new urban middle; the response of the farmer and the workingman; union organization and labor violence



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 17-18; RTAP, The Age of Industrial Violence

Jan. 8-12: The left-out South and the mythic West; depression, deflation, and the Election of 1896; Populists, Progressives, and the return of the meaningful President



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 15-16, 19; RTAP, The Emergence of the Modern Labor Movement; RTAP, The Industrial City

Jan. 16-19: Progressivism for export: imperialism, racialism, and wars big and small; imperialism at home: Progressivism, racialism, and Jim Crow foreign and domestic



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 20-23; RTAP, The Temperance and Prohibition Movement; RTAP, The Debate over Annexing the Philippines.  No class Monday, Jan. 15, Martin Luther King Day


Jan. 22-26: The 1920s.  Progressivism: dead or just different?; the rise of consumer culture; sex, or What’s wrong with these kids today?



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 24; RTAP, The Homefront During WWI; RTAP, The First Sexual Revolution

Jan. 29- Feb. 2: Crash, Depression, and New Deal; another guy named Roosevelt; review for the midterm



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 25, 26.  Midterm January 29

Feb. 5-9: More on the 30s; World War again, at home and abroad; Coming of the Cold War



Reading:  Brinkley, Ch. 27-28; May, Homeward Bound

Feb. 12-16: World War, Cold War, and life in the 1950s; two cars in every garage and a Communist under every bed



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 29-30; May, Homeward Bound

Feb. 19-23: Civil Rights; Kennedy, Johnson, and the high tide of postwar optimism; Vietnam, at home and abroad



Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 31-32; RTAP, The Korean War and the Rise of the National Security State; RTAP, History, Conspiracy, and the Kennedy Assassination

Feb. 26-March 2: More on the 1960s; the culture of protest, or What’s wrong with these kids today?; the crumbling of the New Deal political coalition; Richard Nixon and the silent majority; the rise of feminism



Reading:  Brinkley, Ch. 31-32; RTAP, Why the United States Lost the Vietnam War; RTAP, The Vietnam Era Antiwar Movement.  Paper due March 2

March 5-9: Whatever else we have time left for


Reading: Brinkley, Ch. 32-34.  RTAP, Deindustrialization; RTAP, Rise of the New Right

Final Exam: Tuesday, March 13, 1:30 p.m.
