History 152N
American Civilization since 1877
Syllabus - Winter 2007

McPherson Lab 2019   Tuesday & Thursday 5:30-7:18

Mark Rice

Office: 239 Dulles Hall
Office hours: Monday/Wednesday 4-5; By appointment
Phone: 614-292-2674
Email: rice.383@osu.edu (best option for contacting me)
Course Description
History 152 is a course in modern American history, covering roughly the period 1877-2000. The material will deal with topics arising from the aftermath of the Civil War and Reconstruction, the Gilded, Populist, and Progressive Eras, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the Civil Rights Era, and the end of the Cold War. We will focus not only on political and international events of significance, but also on the social, economic, and cultural experiences of the American people. We will examine themes of economic change, America’s place in the world, citizens’ place in society, and how life has changed over the past century and more. 
The most important thing to remember about learning history at the college level is that history involves critical thinking, and that developing critical thinking skills is the most valuable element to take out of history classes. This goal will mean focusing less on facts and dates (although these will obviously be important parts of any history class), and more on the ideas and arguments expressed through writing. The expectation is that through completing the requirements of this course, you will:
1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish students insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.

2. Develop critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.

3. Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

4. Develop communications skills in exams, papers, discussions.

Texts and Readings
Required
These books are available at all campus bookstores, excluding the Retrieving the American Past reader, which is only available at SBX.

Robert A. Divine, et al. The American Story 3rd Edition, Volume II (Since 1865)
Retrieving the American Past (RTAP) (History 152N, Mark Rice, Winter 2007)

William H. Chafe, Civilities and Civil Rights: Greensboro, North Carolina, and the Black Struggle for Freedom, Oxford University Press, 1981.

Optional
These books are widely available at most bookstores, including Amazon.com, as well as second hand. 
John Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War: A New History, Penguin Press, 2005.

Peter L Hahn, Crisis and Crossfire: The United States and the Middle East Since 1945, Potomac Books, 2005.

Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era, Basic Books, 1990.
Grades
5% RTAP Writing Assignment

20% Mid-term test

30% Major essay
30% Final exam

15% Attendance and participation

Grading
The following grading scale is used for assigning grades in this course.  Normal rounding rules apply and a grading curve is not used.

	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	E

	93+
	92-90
	89-88
	87-83
	82-80
	79-78
	77-73
	72-70
	69-68
	67-60
	59-


As noted, class participation will be a significant portion of your final grade. Therefore, it is important not only to attend all class sessions, but also to participate when the situation calls for it. More than two (2) unexplained absences will require a valid excuse, either a medical note from a doctor, or other similar documentation. Any absences known about in advance should be discussed with the instructor to ensure that you will not fall behind with the material in the class. 
Make-up Exams: If you have to miss the in-class portion of an exam because of illness or a verifiable emergency, you must contact me before the exam. To make-up any exam, you will have to take it during one of the regularly scheduled exam sessions offered by the Department of History. Only in extraordinary and verifiable cases will I give an extension on the out-of-class essay assignments.

Please note:

1) Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 60 will receive an E in this course.

2) In order to pass the course, you must pass the final exam with at least a 60.

3) I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.
Course Accessibility
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue.
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term
academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Academic misconduct is a serious offence, and will be dealt with to the fullest extent of university policies. Students should ensure that they know and understand the rules regarding academic misconduct, and address any questions to the instructor as soon as possible. 
Plagiarism, usually the main cause of academic misconduct in humanities courses, is using another author’s words or ideas as your own. This can involve placing words in quotes without proper citation, paraphrasing another’s words as your own without proper citation, or using someone else’s idea without acknowledging it. The OSU Writing Center has excellent resources, both online and at Younkin Success Center, for students regarding proper citation and writing style. A full explanation of proper citation techniques is available on the separate handout, as well as online at http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.
Department Enrollment Policy

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that date.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Lecture Behavior
While you are taking my class, please refrain from the following.  First, please avoid arriving late to class.  Doing so is disruptive and disturbs the learning process for other students.  If you need to park and ride the bus to Central Campus, leave early.  If you absolutely must come to class late, please be quiet when you enter.  Second, please refrain from using your cellular telephone during the class, including sending and reading text messages.  If you have a cellular telephone, please turn it off before class begins.  If you are expecting an urgent call, please switch your cellular telephone to vibrate rather than ring.  As far as I know, all cellular telephones manufactured since the late-1990s are capable of operating silently.  Third, please do not pack up early or leave before the class ends.  Just about every instructor absolutely loathes the sound of textbooks slamming shut and papers rustling five minutes before the class officially ends.  I will tell you when the class is finished and guarantee never (or almost never) to continue into the break.  If you must leave class early, please let me know in advance.  Fourth, please do not surreptitiously read the newspaper (or your cellular telephone), work on non-class related assignments, or engage in non-class-related conversations with other students.  If you believe your time is better spent reading the Lantern, working on homework, text-messaging, or talking with your friends, that is fine, but please do so someplace other than this class.  You have my full attention during the time we meet; it is only polite to reciprocate.  Finally, please remember that instructors, including myself, have outside lives just as you do.  I will respond to messages and requests for information as quickly as possible, but it may take me as long as a day to do so.

Policy Regarding Lecture Outlines and Class Session Recording.  I will post lecture outlines to the course website (accessible via the OSU Carmen system) after each meeting.  I never post the class presentations or my lecture notes, so please do not ask.  Sound, image, or video recording of any part of the class meetings is prohibited without my prior consent.

Schedule of Classes
Week 1
January 4: Introduction; The Legacies of the Civil War and Reconstruction

Readings: Chapter 16 (Text)

Week 2
January 9: The Changing Economy and Growth of Industrial America
Readings: Ch. 18 [p. 461-477] (T); The Rise of Big Business (RTAP)

January 11: Non-industrial America: The West

Readings: Ch. 17 (T)
RTAP Writing Assignment Due
Week 3
January 16: Responses to Industrialization

Readings: Ch. 18 [p. 477-485] (T); The Age of Industrial Violence (R)
January 18: The Effects of Industrialization

Readings: Ch. 19 (T)
Week 4
January 23: The Crisis of the 1890s
Readings: Ch. 20 (T); The Industrial City (R)
January 25: Facing the Crisis of the 1890s
Readings: Ch. 21 (T) ; What was Progressivism (R)
Week 5
January 30: Progressivism
Readings : Ch. 22-23 (T)
February 1: World War

Readings: Ch. 24 (T); The Homefront During WWI (R)
Week 6
February 6: Mid-Term Exam 
February 8: The 1920s and the Great Depression
Readings: Ch. 25-26 [p. 677-683] (T)
Week 7
February 13: The New Deal 

Readings: Ch. 26 [p. 683-701] (T)
February 15: World War II

Readings: Ch. 27 (T)
Week 8
February 20: The Cold War and the 1950s

Readings: Ch. 28-29 [p. 759-770] (T)
February 22: Early Civil Rights

Readings: Ch. 29 [p. 770-776] (T); Civilities, Pt. I

Week 9
February 27: Civil Rights 
Readings: Non-Violence and the Civil Rights Movement (R); Civilities, Pt. II

March 1: 1960s and 1970s

Readings: Ch. 30 (T); Civilities, Conclusion
Major Essay Due
Week 10
March 6: The 1970s and 1980s 
Readings: Ch. 31 (T)
March 8: The 1990s and Conclusion

Readings: Ch. 32 (T)

The Final Exam is scheduled for Tuesday, March 13 at 5:30 in McPherson Lab room 2019  

