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History H152: American Civilization since 1877--Honors
Spring Quarter 2007
Instructor:  Richard M. Ugland

Office:  132 Dulles Hall (enter via 106); 247-6037; ugland.1@osu.edu

Office Hours: Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.; Wednesday, 2:00-3:00 p.m., and by appointment.

Carmen:  https://carmen.osu.edu/
“the past is never dead, it’s not even past.”

  ---William Faulkner

“We live in reference to past experience, and not future events, however, inevitable.”

  ---H. G. Wells

“The past is the present, isn’t it?  It’s the future too.”

  ---Eugene O’Neill

“Take no one’s word for anything, including mine--but trust your experience.  Know whence you came.  If you know whence you came, there is really no limit to where you can go.”

  ---James Baldwin

“To remember the past is to commit oneself to the future.”

   ---Pope John Paul II

“Of our conceptions of the past, we make a future.”

   ---Thomas Hobbes

Description:  We will explore a variety of issues--some well known, others not--in the development of the United States since 1877.  In doing so we will try to figure out how and why American civilization is what it is today, and whether we have a clue to where it might be headed.

Objectives:  To make our futures we will seek:

  1.  to master a broad range of information concerning people, issues, and events that shaped the              development of the United States since 1877.

  2.   to think critically about historical issues, a habit of mind that will shape our conceptions of the           past and thus inform our futures.

  3.   to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about them.

  4.   to improve written and oral communication skills.

Themes:  In thinking critically about the broad array of historical source material we will be examining, we need to keep in mind throughout this course the constituents of “historical thinking” and how it is that “history” (as opposed to the “past”) is constructed.  It will be helpful also to keep in mind the following broad themes:

---First, in looking at the period up to about 1920, we will keep in mind the idea of disorder—or at least the disorder Americans perceived in their society, and the consequent search for order to cope with the dramatic changes of the late 19th and early 20th centuries;
---then, for the period roughly of the mid-20th century, we should keep in mind the theme of wars—be they cultural, economic, world, or cold; 
---lastly, for the latter part of the 20th century and into the 21st century, keep in mind the theme of the “Troubled Feast,” how Americans began to enjoy economic plenty and personal freedoms beyond previous imagination, while not being able to shake the troubles resulting from continuing disorder and war. 
Within these broad themes we will focus, though not exclusively, on: Race relations; Development of American capitalism and consumer culture; Apparent cycles of reform and conservatism in national political life; Struggles of various groups within American society--ethnic minorities, political radicals, women, working class people--to enter or alter the American mainstream; Evolution of the United States to a world power; Making (“doing”) history -- sources and methods.
Required Books:  (available at SBX)

Roark, et al., The American Promise, Third Compact Edition, Vol. II
Salevouris and Furay, Learning American History (must be a new copy)

Ugland, Retrieving the American Past (be sure to buy only the “Ugland” version). (SBX only)
Wheeler and Becker, Discovering the American Past, Vol. II, 6th edition
Class Structure:
Class sessions will be a mix of lecture, visual material, and discussion.  However, emphasis will be on learning through the give-and-take of discussion and feedback on student presentations.   (Note below the large percentage of your grade that will come from your participation in class.)  All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Grading:
Your grade in the course will be determined as follows: Quizzes--20%; Research Project--20%; Class Participation--30%; Final Examination--30%.

Quizzes:  [see “Class Discussion Schedule” for dates]

There will be six (6) brief quizzes, scheduled about every third class, based on the lectures and readings, especially the textbook, The American Promise.  The lowest of the six grades on these quizzes will not count in the determination of your course grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes.
Research Project:   [Due: no later than Thursday, May 22, in class]
You will write a history of from five (5) to no more than seven (7) double-spaced, typed pages based on original research in newspapers and magazines, although a family history will be an option.  More information on the topics for your research project will be given and discussed in class.
Class Participation:
The participation grade will be based on what are expected to be informed oral contributions to every class, attention to the contributions of other students, and on a variety of brief writing assignments, some of which will be completed in class.   It is important to understand that a regular feature of class participation will be responding to what other students in class have presented.  No late writing assignments will be accepted.  N.B.:  in addition to the syllabus schedule, see Carmen for daily class assignments.

Final Examination:   [Thursday, June 7, 9:30 a.m. to 11:18 a.m., same room]

You will write two essays, in class, in response to two questions of the instructor’s choice.   Study questions will be distributed in the last week of class.  The study questions will refer to the six themes on the second page of this syllabus.  In addition, there may be questions requiring brief answers. 

Assignment and Examination Policy:

No make-up quizzes shall be given.   No late writing assignments shall be accepted.  No “extra credit” assignments shall be given or accepted.

You shall keep a hard copy (as well as an electronic copy) of every piece of writing you submit in class or send by email attachment.

No research project will be accepted after the due date unless prior approval has been granted by Prof.  Ugland.  Such approval will be granted only if circumstances beyond your control prevent you from handing in the project by the due date, and may still carry a grade penalty depending upon the circumstances.  It is assumed that students will begin the research project early, and that they will set for themselves a completion date prior to the date the paper is due.
The final exam must be taken in class at the time assigned by the University.  No final exam shall be given prior to the scheduled time for the final.  Consideration for a make-up final will be granted only in the case of documented illness or documented family emergency.

Regular attendance is simply expected, and your absence will be noted.   Students who miss a class are responsible for all changes to the syllabus announced in the class, all handouts given in the class, and any other matters occurring in the class.  If you miss a class, your grade for participation that day will be (fill in the blank) ______.  There are, of course, on occasion good reasons for missing a class. If an illness or a family emergency requires you to miss class, contact me upon your return and I will be happy to assist you.  

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
No kind of academic misconduct will be tolerated.  Evidence of any case of suspected misconduct will be forwarded to the University’s Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Note the following website for the Code of Student Conduct:  http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
Class Discussion Schedule:
Come to each class prepared to ask and answer questions and to discuss material from the readings and previous class presentations.  Students must complete the readings by the time of class on the date shown on the schedule.  Keep in mind the “Daily Assignments” schedule located on Carmen; those assignments must also be finished on the date shown on that assignment sheet. Note:  All assigned exercises from Learning American History are from part (II), the second exercise set of each chapter, unless otherwise noted.
On the discussion schedule:   A=American Promise; D=Discovering the American Past;
                                           L=Learning American History; R=Retrieving the American Past.
                                                                                                        READINGS
DATE                TOPICS                                                          and L EXERCISES
3/27    Introduction to the course and                             Note: Early in the quarter, read L, Appendices 

           to the Past Imperfect                                                   A, C, and chapters 8, 9, and 10, and                                                                                                                 pp. 66-67 on note taking.
3/29    The Transformation of                                          A Ch. 18; L 1 (Ex. A, B, C)
           Island Communities: Anxieties

           Attendant to the Second Wave

4/3      The M-Factor:                                                       A pp. 438-39; 476-88, 493-503, 
           Mobility and Migration                                     R 1; D 1 (documents #1, #2, #3 only, pp. 6-                                                                                           10);  L 2 (Ex. A,B)
4/5    The Nadir of African-Americans:                         D 2; A pp.415-17, 440-42, 555-59,                  

         the "New South" and Race Relations                    581, 584-86                         
         [QUIZ 1]
4/10    The Search for Order:                                            A pp. 426-40, 442-51; D 3

           Corporate America

4/12   The Search for Order:                           A  pp. 488-92, 504-22, 532-44, 549-55,                                     Countervailing Powers                                           559-61;  R 2; D 4;  
4/17    The Search for Order:                                          A pp. 522-31,544-49, 562-79; D 5; 
           “Over There”                                                       L 3 [Ex. A, B (1 or 3), C (optional), 11; 
           [QUIZ 2]                                                             Film: “Goodbye Billy”
4/19 “Culture Wars” of the “New Era”              A pp. 579-81, 582-83, 586-89; 597-608;                                                                                                              D 6;   L 4 (Ex. A)  
4/24    Crisis: The Great Depression                                A pp. 590-97, 608-17; R 3; L 6 (Ex. A,B,                                                                                                C--you need pick one source only in each of                                                                                              B  and  C)
4/26    Response to Crisis:  The New Deal                      A chapter 24; D 7

           [QUIZ 3]                                                            

5/1      Crisis:  World War II                                            A chapter 25; D 8; L 7 (Ex. A)
5/3      America as a Hegemonic                                     A pp. 678-90, 695-701, 707-11; 758-62 
           Power: the Cold War                                            L 9 (Ex. A,B, C)
           Order, 1945-1963

5/8      The Warfare State:                                               R 4; A pp. 690-95, 
           The Cold War Order at Home, 
           to the 1960s                                  

           [QUIZ 4]
5/10    The Troubled Feast:  Mass Culture                     A pp. 702-07, 711-21, 724-27 
           and American Society, 1945-1970                       L 10 (Ex. A,B)
5/15    Movements for Racial Justice                             A pp.721-24, 736-42; D 9

5/17    The Costs of Hegemony: War                             A chapter 29; D 10 
           In Southeast Asia                                                 
           [QUIZ 5]
5/22    Coming Apart: The 1960s and                            A pp. 728-36, 742-55; L 11
           Breakup of National Consensus                          Film: “The Sixties”

           Research Project Due
5/24    Crisis of Confidence: Anxieties                          R 5; A pp. 782-94
           Attendant to the “Third Wave” 

5/29    Conservatism Resurgent [and the                        A pp. 794-809
           Problems in working with 
           Contemporary history]
5/31    Globalization: the Continuing Quest                   A chapter 31, A-30; D 11 

           for a New World Order
           [QUIZ 6]
FINAL EXAMINATION:  Thursday, June 7, 2007, 9:30 a.m. – 11:18 a.m., same room









