History 152: American Civilization, 1877-Present

 

Spring Quarter 2004                                                     Instructor: Jane Berger

Class location: 384 Arps Hall                                      Office: 239 Dulles Hall

Meeting Times: MTWTF 10:30-11:18                        Office Hours: Tues. 9-10 am

E-mail: berger.155@osu.edu                                                  & by appointment

Class website: http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/Berger155/                                                     

 

Course Description:
 

            History 152 surveys the history of the United States from 1887 to the present.  We begin by studying the years when many of your great, great grandparents were your age and end in our own times.  The course will focus on four interwoven themes.  

 

1.) The Economy: We will consider how Americans have been shaped by and have attempted to shape the tremendous power of corporate capitalism.  How have Americans tried to balance the pursuit of profits with the ideal of democratic participation?  What role should the government play in regulating the economy?

 

2.) Politics: We will consider the multiple forms that political participation can take.  How have Americans attempted to shape their future through political participation?   How responsive have government officials been to the voices of constituents?

 

3.) Culture: We will discuss the attempts different groups of people have made since 1887 to define what it means to be American.  How have various groups of Americans responded to the diversity of the nation?  How have Americans attempted to expand or limit what it means to be American?  

 

4.) Diplomacy: We will consider the role the United States has played on the world stage.  What have been the consequences of U.S. involvement in international affairs both in the U.S. and in other countries?  

 

Required Readings: 
 

1.) J.M. Faragher, et. al., Out of Many: A History of the American People, Brief Fourth Edition, Volume 2 (Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2004).

 

2.) Retrieving the American Past 

(This is a customized book, so make sure to purchase the correct edition.  The book for our class will have a sticker on the front that reads, “BERGER HIST 152”)

* Both books are available in local bookstores and are on reserve in the library.

 

3.) Packet at the Reserve Desk in the Main Library.

Assignments and Exams:
 

The course has the following requirements: a mid-term exam (250 points), two papers (150 points each), a final exam (300 points), and quizzes (total of 150 points).

Both the midterm and final will be short-answer and essay exams and will be based on the material from lecture, readings and class discussions.  The mid-term and final will be take-home tests.  The final will be cumulative and will be due on the day the university schedules our final exam.   The papers will focus on readings from Retrieving the American Past.
Extra Credit: Students are invited to earn extra credit (up to 35 points) by contributing to the course website project.  More information will be forthcoming.  Students can also improve their grades by rewriting (and improving) either or both of the two papers required for the course. Students who wish to rewrite a paper must meet with the lecturer before starting to rewrite.  
Students may also earn extra credit (up to 15 points) by acting as a spokesperson during class discussions and debates.  

 

Make-Up Exams and Late Papers

 

There will be no make-up exams unless arranged in advance with the lecturer.  Make-ups will only be administered in cases of personal or medical emergencies.  Quizzes cannot be made up.

Students will be penalized for turning in papers late.  Grades will be lowered by 1/3 of a grade for each day a paper is late.  In other words, an A paper will become an A- paper if it is one day late, a B+ paper if it is two days late, etc.  

 

Academic Honesty

 

Plagiarism or any other form of academic misconduct will be dealt with in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the University’s Committee on Academic Misconduct.

 

University Enrollment Policy:
 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

 

Disability Policy: 
 

Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office of Disability Services, you may do so at: 292-3307 (V) or 292-0901 (TTY).

Lecture and Readings Schedule:
 
	DATE
	CLASS TOPIC
	READING ASSIGNMENT

(should be read before class)
	DUE

	 
	WEEK ONE:
	 
	 

	3/29
	Introduction: The Industrial Landscape
	 
	 

	3/30
	republicanism and Republicanism
	Out of Many (OOM): Ch. 19
	 

	3/31
	New Immigrants 
	 
	 

	4/1
	DEBATE
	RTAP “Gospel of Wealth”
	 

	4/2
	Reading Day
	Start OOM Chs. 17, 18 & 20, Library Packet reading and RTAP reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK TWO:
	 
	 

	4/5
	The West and South
	Out of Many: Chs. 17 and 18
	 

	4/6
	The West and South

CLASS ACTIVITY
	Library Packet: “The West and South”
	 

	4/7
	Crises of the 1890s: Farmers
	Out of Many: Ch. 20

 
	 

	4/8
	Crises of the 1890s: Workers (DEBATE)
	RTAP: “The Emergence of the Modern Labor Movement”
	 

	4/9
	Reading Day
	Start OOM Ch 21 and Library Packet reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK THREE:
	 
	 

	4/12
	Race and War
	 
	 

	4/13
	Annexing the Philippines (DEBATE)
	RTAP: “The Debate Over Annexing the Philippines”
	 

	4/14
	Progressivism
	Out of Many: Ch. 21
	 

	4/15
	DEBATE
	Library Packet: “Progressivism”
	 

	4/16
	Reading Day
	Start OOM Chs. 22 & 23, Library Packet reading and RTAP reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK FOUR:
	 
	 

	4/19
	World War I
	Out of Many: Ch. 22
	 

	4/20
	World War I (con’t)

DEBATE
	Library Packet: “WWI Readings”
	 

	4/21
	The Collapse of Progressivism and the 1920s
	Out of Many: Ch 23

 
	 

	4/22
	CLASS ACTIVITY
	RTAP: “The First Sexual Revolution”
	 

	4/23
	Reading Day
	Start OOM Ch. 24 for next week.  Review for midterm.

 
	 

	 
	WEEK FIVE:
	 
	 

	4/26
	Great Depression and the New Deal
	Out of Many: Ch. 24
	Paper One

	4/27
	New Deal II
	 
	 

	4/28
	New Deal III

CLASS ACTIVITY

 
	Handout in class and

Web reading: http://www.ssa.gov/history/perkinsradio.html
	 

	4/29
	Midterm
	 
	MIDTERM

	4/30
	Reading Day
	Start OOM Ch. 25 for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK SIX:
	 
	 

	5/3
	World War II
	Out of Many: Ch. 25
	 

	5/4
	DEBATE
	 
	 

	5/5
	Rosie the Riveter
	 
	 

	5/6
	Rosie the Riveter

CLASS ACTIVITY
	 
	 

	5/7
	Reading Day
	Start OOM: Chs. 26 & 27 and RTAP reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK SEVEN:
	 
	 

	5/10
	The Cold War Overseas
	Out of Many: Ch. 26
	 

	5/11
	DEBATE
	RTAP: “The CIA in the World in the 1950s”
	 

	5/12
	The Cold War at Home
	Out of Many: Ch. 27
	 

	5/13
	CLASS ACTIVITY
	TBA
	 

	5/14
	Reading Day
	Start OOM Ch. 28 & 29 and RTAP reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK EIGHT:
	 
	 

	5/17
	The Civil Rights Revolution
	Out of Many: Ch. 28
	Paper Two

	5/18
	CLASS ACTIVITY

 
	RTAP: The Civil Rights Movement documents and “I Have a Dream”
	 

	5/19
	The Great Society 
	Out of Many: Ch. 29
	 

	5/20
	CLASS ACTIVITY

 
	RTAP: “The Port Huron Statement,” “Black Power,” “Bill of Rights for Women,” “The Silent Majority,” “Silent Spring,” UAW on the Environment, “Love Canal” 
	 

	5/21
	Reading Day
	Review OOM 29 and start RTAP reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK NINE:
	 
	 

	5/24
	The Vietnam War and the Collapse of the New Deal Order
	 
	 

	5/25
	DEBATE
	RTAP: “Why Did the United States Lose the Vietnam War?”
	 

	5/26
	The Third Industrial System in Crisis
	 
	 

	5/27
	The Third Industrial System in Crisis
	 

 
	Last day to turn in extra credit projects

	5/28
	Reading day
	Start OOM Chs. 30 & 31 and RTAP reading for next week.
	 

	 
	WEEK TEN:
	 
	 

	5/31
	Memorial Day
	 
	 

	6/1
	The Conservative Ascendancy
	Out of Many: Ch. 30
	 

	6/2
	The Post-Industrial System

 
	Out of Many: Ch. 31
	 

	6/3
	Wrap-up

CLASS ACTIVITY

 
	RTAP: “Did the United States Cease to be a Middle-Class Nation…”
	 

	6/4
	Study Day
	Begin take-home final exam
	 


 

