HISTORY 152
 
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION SINCE 1877
 
Location:  Journalism 371  MW  0530-0718 
Call No. : 10733-8
Professor:  Caryn Neumann
Email:  neumann.11@osu.edu
Office:  322 Dulles Hall, phone 292-2216
Office hours:  Mon 4-5:15 and by appt.
 
            History should be studied because it is the necessary, unique way of orienting the present moment, so that you should know where you are and where we have come from and so you don’t fantasize about the past and make up myths to justify some immediate purpose – so you can make decisions based to some extent on what has gone before.  – Bernard Bailyn
 
Course Description:
            History 152 is an introduction to American civilization from the end of the Reconstruction period to the recent past.  The course seeks to have students gain a perspective on the position of the United States among the nations of the world and on the controversies and agreements among Americans concerning the desired attributes of their own culture, government, and ideals.  
 
Enrollment:
            All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  Students with disabilities who require additional time to complete assignments must register with the Office for Disability Services (292-3307).
 
Academic Objectives:
            1) To develop the ability to assess and think critically about historical issues and how people interpret these issues;
            2) To gain a basic factual knowledge of the historical period;
            3) To develop some skills in analyzing historical data and reaching informed conclusions about that data.
 
 
 
Student Responsibilities
            Conducting private conversations during a lecture, film, or class discussion annoys your classmates and disrupts class.  First offense earns a verbal warning.  Second offense means that you have to meet with me to review the fundamentals of common courtesy.  Third strike and I begin steps to remove you from class.   
 
Required Texts:
            All books are available at SBX.  The Korean War and Brown v. Board monographs are also available on reserve in the Main Library. Please acquire:
1) Roark, The American Promise, vol.2.
2) Neumann, Retrieving the American Past. Autumn Quarter 2004.  RTAP is a customized reader for this course and it is available only at SBX.  Be sure to purchase the edition for this section – look for a Neumann sticker on the cover.  DON’T use a version prepared by another instructor.
3) A book for the paper assignment.  Pick one: Margaret Hollenbach, Lost
and Found:  My Life in a Group Marriage Commune   OR William Stueck, Rethinking the Korean War:  A New Diplmatic and Strategic History   OR Robert J. Cottrol, Brown v. Board of Education:  Caste, Culture, and the Constitution. 
 
Paper Assignment:
            Every student will write a 3-5 page book review based on one of the assigned books.  A book review considers such issues as when and why a book was written, the style, sources, and approach of the book, and the interpretive point of view of the author.  A good book review is one that analyzes.  Back up each of your assertions about the book with some evidence. The most successful papers are those that cite many specific examples and which include short illustrative quotations from the book.  What is the author trying to prove?  What are the merits and flaws of the book?  Does the author use good and varied sources?  Remember that the primary concern of history is to analyze change through time.  When, why, and how the changes occurred and the significance of the changes are questions that you should consider in your review.
Papers are to be typed, double-spaced, and written in clear, correct prose. No emailed papers will be accepted. The paper will be graded according to: 1) the content and aptness of your ideas, and 2) the quality and accuracy of your prose. You must employ citations, i.e. (Tate, 79).  Failure to use citations will result in a poor grade (see next paragraph).
 
Academic Misconduct:
            A paraphrase of a source one has read without any reference to the fact that one is paraphrasing is a form of plagiarism.  For further information see http://cstw.osu.edu/writing center/handouts/index.htm Suspected cases of cheating will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.        

 
Late Papers and Make-Up Exams:
            No make-up exams or late papers will be allowed unless you provide a written and verifiable document from a third party explaining the necessity of your absence.  Acceptable documents would include notes from doctors, dentists, morticians, attorneys, or judges; receipts from hospitals, tow-truck operators, or bail bondsmen.
 
Grading:
            The course assignments will be weighted as follows:  RTAP papers 10%, participation 10% (includes active participation in discussion), mid-term exam 20%, paper 25%, final exam 35%.  The exams will be fill-in-the-blank, multiple choice, identifications and essay.  The final will include an essay question.  NOTE:  Privacy regulations mandate that if you contact me about your grade via email, you must use an OSU email account.  
 
RTAP Assignments:
The RTAP short papers will be 1-2 page typed essays that analyze the documents. Complete 2 essays of your choice.  See schedule for due dates. If you submit a third, I will drop your lowest grade.  No emailed papers will be accepted.
 
1) Philippines:  You are a U.S. Senator.  Write a letter to your constituents in which you support or oppose annexation and retention of the Philippines.  Make reference to RTAP documents. 
 
2) Race Relations: It is 1915. Write to a friend and explain why you have chosen to follow either Booker T. Washington’s or W.E.B. DuBois’ advice. Make reference to RTAP documents.  
 
3) Truman’s Decision:  You are an adviser to President Truman.  Write a letter in which you urge him to drop the bomb or to refuse to employ it. Make reference to RTAP documents.
 
4) Television as a Social Force:  Look at Newton Minow’s speech on p. 134.  Accept his invitation to sit down in front of the tv without any distractions and keep your eyes glued to the screen.  Do you agree or disagree with Minow’s charge that tv is a “vast wasteland?”  Why ?  Use examples from tv to back up your arguments.    
 
5)  History, Conspiracy, and the Kennedy Assassination.  According to Patterson, most historians believe the Warren Report while most of the public does not. What do you believe and why?  Use facts from RTAP in your answer.

Schedule by week:
 
RTAP chapters will be covered in class on Wednesday. Papers are due on the Monday AFTER the RTAP is covered in class. If you are confused about any of the assignments, please do not hesitate to email me or talk me. 
 
Sep 22                                                 Introduction
Sep 27                                                 Roark, chaps. 16-17
Oct 4                                                   Roark, chaps. 18-19, Phil. RTAP
Oct 11                                                 Roark, chap. 20-21, Race RTAP
Oct 18                                                 Roark, chap. 22
Oct 25             Monday                     Midterm                                
Oct 27                                                 Roark, chap 23
Nov. 1                                                Roark, chap. 24-25, Truman RTAP            
Nov. 8                                                Roark, chap. 26, Television RTAP
Nov 15                                               Roark, chap. 27-28, Kennedy RTAP
Nov 22                                               Book Reviews Due
Nov 22           Monday                     Roark, chap. 29
Nov 24           Wednesday               NO CLASS—Happy Thanksgiving
Nov 29                                               Roark, chap. 30
Dec 1              Wednesday               NO CLASS -- Final Exam Study Day
Dec 6              Monday                     Final Exam 5:30 – 7: 18        
