History 152
American Civilization Since 1877
Autumn 2006
 
Tuesday/Thursday
5:30-7:18
JR300
11106-3
 
Instructor:                     Dustin Walcher
Office:                          322 Dulles Hall
Email:                           walcher.8@osu.edu
Telephone:                    (614) 292-2216
Office Hours:                Tuesday, Thursday, 4:30-5:18 and by appointment
 
History 152 is a survey of the political, constitutional, social, economic, and diplomatic history of the United States since the 1870s.  Fundamentally this course explores the development and evolution of a liberal system of industrial capitalism, the struggles of a wide variety of groups to make the United States live up to its stated ideals, and the expanding roles that Americans have played abroad.
 
This course serves as both an introduction to the History of the United States as well as the discipline of History.  I think of History as “a way of learning” and “a dialogue in the present with the past, about the future.”  It challenges us to be astute critical thinkers and allows us to better understand our own society by understanding how it was built in the first place.
 
Upon the successful completion of History 152, students will possess a basic factual knowledge of the history of the United States since the 1870s, exhibit improved critical thinking skills, demonstrate enhanced analytic writing abilities, and display superior oral communication skills.  Assignments will require students to know the basic historical narrative and provide analysis.  In short, students will be expected to do history.
 
 
Enrollment:
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
 
Disability Accommodations:
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
 
Required Reading:
Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People, Vol. 2., 4 ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004.
 
Dustin Walcher, ed., Retrieving the American Past (RTAP)
Be sure to purchase a copy indicating Autumn 2006 and bearing my name.  Any other copy of this customized reader will NOT contain the proper readings for this course.
 
Thomas Bell, Out of This Furnace.  Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1976.
 
Walter LaFeber, The Deadly Bet: LBJ, Vietnam, and the 1968 Election.  New York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2005.
 
 
Recommended Reading:
William Strunk, Jr. & E.B. White, The Elements of Style, 4ed.
 
 
Course Requirements:
Course grades will be determined by student performance on three major assignments and class participation.  The midterm and the final examinations will test knowledge gained from both readings and lectures.  The final examination will consist of two sections.  The first section will examine students on material covered after the midterm examination.  The second section will require students to compose an essay in response to a specific question that will cover the entire chronological scope of the class.  The course paper will be discussed in greater length at a later date.  Students are required to complete the required reading ahead of class each day (a detailed schedule of readings and topics can be found below in the syllabus) and may be called upon to discuss those readings.  Course grades will be determined as follows:
 
Participation:                             10%
Midterm:                                   20%
Paper:                                       25%
Final:                                        45%
 
Late assignments will not be accepted.  Make-ups will not be given on any of the course assignments unless arranged in advance with the instructor.  Make-ups will only be administered in cases of personal or medical emergency at the instructor’s discretion.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep track of all deadlines.
 
Students must complete all graded assignments in order to pass the class.  Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the class and will have their case forwarded to the appropriate University committee.  See these websites for information on plagiarism and for additional writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu, especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm.  For a good description of how to footnote sources, see: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html.  
 
 
Schedule:
The following is a tentative schedule of readings, lectures, and exams and is subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class.  The reading load some weeks is heavier than others; it is best to plan ahead.
 
Week 0: September 21
            Course Introduction; The Industrial Landscape and the Rise of the Second Industrial System
 
Week 1: September 26, 28
            Politics; Urbanization and Immigration; The South and Jim Crow; the West
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 17-18; Bell, 1-117; 
Thursday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 15-16; RTAP, “Race Relations, 1890-1915,” “Native Americans and the Closing of the Frontier”
 
Week 2: October 3, 5
            Challenging the System: Industrial Labor and Populism; The New Empire; Progressivism
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 19; Bell, 119-171
                        Thursday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 20-21
 
Week 3: October 10, 12
            Progressivism (continued); World War I
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 22; Bell, 172-258
                        Thursday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 23
 
Week4: October 17, 19
            The New Era; The Great Depression; Reforming the System: The New Deal
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 24; Bell, 259-266
                        Thursday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 25-26
 
Week 5: October 24, 26                                     MIDTERM EXAM, 26 OCTOBER
            The New Deal (continued)
                        Tuesday Read: Bell, pp. 266-413
 
Week 6: October 31, November 2
            World War II; The Cold War
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 27-28
                        Thursday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 29; RTAP, “Why Did Truman Drop the Bomb”
 
 
Week 7: November 7, 9
            Postwar Politics; Postwar Society; Civil Rights; The Continuing Cold War
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 30
                        Thursday: You should begin reading LaFeber and RTAP, “Dissent in the 1960s” since these readings will form the basis for your course paper.
 
Week 8: November 14, 16                                  
            The Great Society; Vietnam; The Postindustrial System
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 31
                        Thursday Read: LaFeber, All; RTAP, “Dissent in the 1960s”
 
Week 9: November 21                                       PAPER DUE, 21 NOVEMBER
            A Crisis of Confidence; The Age of Limits; Rise of the New Right
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 32 
                        Thursday Read: RTAP, “Environmentalism,” “Deindustrialization”
 
23 NOVEMBER (THANKSGIVING): CLASS DOES NOT MEET
 
Week 10: November 28, 30
            Late Cold War; Contemporary America in Historical Perspective
                        Tuesday Read: Brinkley, Ch. 33-34; RTAP Document, “North American Free Trade Agreement”
 
 
FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY 5 DECEMBER, 5:30-7:18
