
World War II
Spring Quarter, 2009
History 307
Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30–10:18 am, EA 160 (209 W 18th Ave)
Instructor



Office Hours
Professor Peter Mansoor

Tuesday, 1:00-2:00 pm; Thursday, 11:00 am–12:00 pm
mansoor.1@osu.edu


and by appointment; 169 Dulles Hall, 247-6719
Important Dates
First Day of Class

March 31

Mid-term Exam

April 23
Paper Due


May 19 (in class)
Last Day of Class

June 4

Final Exam


Wednesday, June 10, 7:30-9:18 am
Course Description
This course examines the causes, course, and consequences of World War II – the largest and most destructive war in human history.  Estimates of the total of military and civilian deaths in this conflict range as high as 72 million, a staggering number that is almost incomprehensible to the average American today.  Even the United States suffered, but its 416,000 military deaths pale in comparison with those of states such as the Soviet Union, which endured over 23 million soldiers and civilians killed.  World War II had a horrific impact on its participants and victims, largely shaped the second half of the 20th century, and its consequences continue to have ramifications for the world today.  Through readings, lectures, and video, the class will study the national and theater strategies of the various major combatants, examine the military operations that led to victory or defeat on battlefields spanning the globe, and look at other factors such as leadership, economics, military doctrine and effectiveness, technology, ideology, and racism that impacted the outcome of the war.
Learning Goals and Objectives
In general, history courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves.  Specifically, this course is intended to achieve the following objectives:

1.  To acquire a perspective on the history of World War II and to gain thereby an understanding of factors that continue to shape the world in the 21st century.

2.  To acquire knowledge about the nature of industrial age warfare and to develop a foundation for comparative understanding of the wars in which the United States is engaged today.

3.  To exhibit an understanding of the political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences that shaped warfare in the 20th century.

4.  To gain an understanding of the ethical dilemmas generated by total war.

5.  To think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of World War II in its historical context.
Enrollment

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required Reading
Williamson Murray and Allan R. Millett, A War to be Won:  Fighting the Second World War

Richard Overy, Why the Allies Won
Omer Bartov, Hitler’s Army:  Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich
John W. Dower, War without Mercy:  Race & Power in the Pacific War
Note:  All required books are available for purchase at Student Book Exchange and other university bookstores.
Assignments and Grading
Based on 1000 points, allocated as follows:

Mid-term Exam
200 points
Paper


300 points
Final Exam

500 points
Grading Scale
A
92.1–100

B-
80–82


D+
68–69.9
A-
90–92


C+
78–79.9

D
60–67.9
B+
88–89.9

C
72.1–77.9

E
59.9 and below
B
82.1–87.9

C-
70–72

Class Attendance

Attendance in class is expected.  Lectures may deviate from the assigned readings, and material presented in class is testable.  All students are expected to read the assignments and come to class prepared to actively listen and participate.  You must take the midterm and final examinations and submit the required paper to receive course credit.  Students who are unable to take an examination because of unavoidable circumstances must make arrangements to take a makeup examination.  If you must be absent due to extenuating circumstances, explain the reason to me or your TA, if possible in advance.  Document the reason for your absence and we will make the necessary arrangements.  It is your responsibility to apprise us of the problem.  I will award a grade of “incomplete” only in truly exceptional circumstances.

Examinations

The mid-term and final examinations are designed to test your ability to organize, analyze, and explain critical concepts.  They will include an objective section with multiple choice, matching, or fill-in-the-blank questions; short essays that will require you to identify key terms and concepts and to describe their significance; as well as longer essays that will require you to describe and analyze, compare and contrast, or put forward an argument concerning key issues involved in the history of World War II.
Paper Assignment

Students are required to submit a well-crafted paper of 6-8 pages (Times New Roman, 12 font, double spaced, 1 inch margins) on the topic below, due in class on Tuesday, May 19:

Using Omer Bartov, Hitler’s Army:  Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich and John W. Dower, War without Mercy:  Race & Power in the Pacific War, write a critical essay that compares and contrasts the impact of racism in the war between Germany and the Soviet Union and between the United States and Japan during World War II.  Students are expected to go beyond merely describing events to evaluate the authors’ arguments and the impact of racism on the combatants and affected populations.

Learning how to express one’s ideas clearly is an important goal of any liberal arts education. For this reason, paper grades will be based not only on content, but also on grammar and correct use of formal writing style. Papers will be typed, 6-8 pages in length, in Times New Roman 12 font, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins.  Papers will include a title page, a page with properly formatted endnotes, and a bibliography.  Please note that papers will drop one full grade for each day that they are late.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Academic Misconduct

You may not claim others’ work as your own; to do is plagiarism, a serious offense which I am required to report to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
SYLLABUS

Lesson 1
The Legacy of World War I
Mar. 31
Reading:  Syllabus
Lesson 2
Military and Political Developments in the Interwar Period
Apr. 2

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapters 1 and 2; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 1
Lesson 3
First Battles: Poland, Norway, and the Fall of France
Apr. 7

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapters 3 and 4
Lesson 4
Britain Alone
Apr. 9

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 5; Hitler’s Army:  Soldiers, Nazis, and War 


    in the Third Reich, Introduction and Chapters 1-3
Lesson 5
Barbarossa
Apr. 14
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 6; Hitler’s Army:  Soldiers, Nazis, and War 



    in the Third Reich, Chapter 4 and Conclusion
Lesson 6
The Origins of the Asia-Pacific War
Apr. 16
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 7
Lesson 7
The Japanese War of Conquest
Apr. 21
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 8
Lesson 8
Mid-term Examination
Apr. 23
Lesson 9
Wartime Economies and Technology
Apr. 28
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 19; Why the Allies Won, Chapters 6 and 7
Lesson 10
The Moral Dimension – the Holocaust, Resistance Movements, and Propaganda
Apr. 30
Reading:  A War to be Won, pp. 405-409; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 9; 



“History of the Holocaust:  An Overview,” available free at 



http://www.ushmm.org/education/foreducators/resource/pdf/history.pdf.
Lesson 11
The Eastern Front, 1942-1943
May 5

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 11; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 3
Lesson 12
The Asia-Pacific War, 1942-1944
May 7

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 9; War without Mercy:  Race & Power in the 



    Pacific War, Chapters 1-7
Lesson 13
The Central Pacific Campaign and the Return to the Philippines
May 12
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 13; War without Mercy:  Race & Power in 



    the Pacific War, Chapters 8-11

Lesson 14
The Battle of the Atlantic and the War at Sea
May 14
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 10; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 2
Lesson 15
The Combined Bomber Offensive
May 19
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 12; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 4

***Note:  Paper Due in Class on May 19***

Lesson 16
North Africa, Sicily, and Italy
May 21
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 14
Lesson 17
Normandy
May 26
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 15; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 5
Lesson 18
Armageddon:  The Annihilation of Nazi Germany
May 28
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 16; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 8
Lesson 19
Retribution:  The Destruction of the Japanese Empire
Jun. 2

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapters 17 and 18
Lesson 20
Why the Allies Won
Jun. 4

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 20 and Epilogue; Why the Allies Won, 




    Chapter 10 and Epilogue
Final Exam

Wed., June 10, 7:30-9:18 am
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