
World War II
Spring Quarter, 2010
History 307
Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30–11:18 am, University Hall 14
Instructor



Office Hours
Professor Peter Mansoor

Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 pm and by appointment
mansoor.1@osu.edu


214 Dulles Hall, 247-6719
Important Dates
First Day of Class

March 30
Mid-term Exam

April 22
Paper Due


May 18 (in class)
Last Day of Class

June 3
Final Exam


June 10, 9:30-11:18 am
Course Description
World War II was the largest and most destructive war in human history. More than sixty five years after it ended, the war continues to shape our world. This course examines the causes, conduct, and consequences of this devastating conflict. Through readings, lectures, and video, the class will study the politics that shaped the involvement of the major combatants; military leadership and the characteristics of major Allied and Axis armed services; the national and theater strategies of the various major combatants; the military operations that led to victory or defeat on battlefields spanning the globe; war crimes; and other factors such as leadership, economics, military doctrine and effectiveness, technology, ideology, and racism that impacted the outcome of the war.
Learning Goals and Objectives
History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and
help them understand how humans view themselves:

1. Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape
human activity.

2. Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop
a foundation for future comparative understanding.

3. Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by
examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts. 

Beyond these general goals, this course is intended to achieve the following objectives:

1.  To acquire a perspective on the history of World War II and to gain thereby an understanding of factors that continue to shape the world in the 21st century.

2.  To acquire knowledge about the nature of industrial age warfare and to develop a foundation for comparative understanding of the wars in which the United States is engaged today.

3.  To exhibit an understanding of the political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences that shaped warfare in the 20th century.

4.  To gain an understanding of the ethical dilemmas generated by total war.

5.  To think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of World War II in its historical context.
Enrollment
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required Reading
Williamson Murray and Allan R. Millett, A War to be Won:  Fighting the Second World War

Richard Overy, Why the Allies Won
James H. Madison, ed., World War II:  A History in Documents
Note:  All required books are available for purchase at Student Book Exchange or online.
Assignments and Grading
Based on 1000 points, allocated as follows:

Mid-term Exam
300 points
Paper


300 points
Final Exam

400 points
Grading Scale
A
92.1–100

B-
80–82


D
60–69.9
A-
90–92


C+
78–79.9

E
59.9 and below
B+
88–89.9

C
72.1–77.9
B
82.1–87.9

C-
70–72

Class Attendance
Attendance in class is expected.  Lectures may deviate from the assigned readings, and material presented in class is testable.  All students are expected to read the assignments and come to class prepared to actively listen and participate.  You must take the midterm and final examinations and submit the required paper to receive course credit.  Students who are unable to take an examination because of unavoidable circumstances must make arrangements to take a makeup examination.  If you must be absent due to extenuating circumstances, explain the reason to me, if possible in advance.  Document the reason for your absence and we will make the necessary arrangements for a make-up exam.  It is your responsibility to apprise us of the problem.  I will award a grade of “incomplete” only in truly exceptional circumstances.

Examinations
The mid-term and final examinations are designed to test your ability to organize, analyze, and explain critical concepts.  They will include an objective section with multiple choice, matching, or fill-in-the-blank questions; short essays that will require you to identify key terms and concepts and to describe their significance; as well as longer essays that will require you to describe and analyze, compare and contrast, or put forward an argument concerning key issues involved in the history of World War II.
Paper Assignment
One of the skills an educated person must develop is the ability to read a book critically.  To assist in the development of this skill, students are required to submit a well-crafted paper of 5-6 pages reviewing a book selected from the “Suggested Reading” section at the end of Murray and Millett, A War to Be Won.  To qualify, the book must be at least 200 pages in length.
Learning how to express one’s ideas clearly is an important goal of any liberal arts education. For this reason, I will base paper grades not only on content, but also on grammar and correct use of formal writing style.
Book Review Format

Papers will be typed, at least 5 full but not more than 6 pages in length, in Times New Roman font, 12 pitch, left justified, with lines double-spaced, and with 1 inch margins.  Students will put their name at the top of the first page on the right margin.  Two spaces underneath the student’s name and left justified, list the author’s name, the title of the book, and in parenthesis, the place of publication, the publisher, and the date of publication.  The review begins two spaces underneath the bibliographical citation.
Example:

______________________________________________________________________________

Brutus A. Buckeye

Peter R. Mansoor, The GI Offensive in Europe:  The Triumph of American Infantry Divisions, 1941-1945 (Lawrence:  University Press of Kansas, 1999)

[The review begins on this line, double-spaced.  Page references, if necessary, will be placed in parentheses after the end of a sentence.  There is no need to cite page numbers except for direct quotes.]

______________________________________________________________________________


A review should accomplish two basic things:


- Summarize the book's major points
- Present the reviewer's assessment of the book's merit on the basis of his own critical reading

To review a book, a reader should consider five basic questions:

1.  Who is the author?  What are his/her qualifications for writing this particular work?  What is his/her background?  What is the author's purpose in writing this book?

2.  What are the book’s major themes and principal conclusions?  [Spend a good portion of the review answering this question.]

3.  What is the author's evidence?  Where did he/she get his/her information – from personal experience, interviews, careful research through manuscripts and documents, from printed materials, or from the works of others?  How reliable are the sources?  Does the author use the evidence with care and discrimination?  Do his/her conclusions and interpretations logically follow from the evidence or does he/she distort or misinterpret the facts to suit his/her thesis?  Are you convinced by the evidence?  Cite specific instances of bias, prejudice, or impartiality and explain the basis for any praise or criticism you have. 


4.  Is the book readable and well organized?

5.  What, if anything, did the book contribute to your knowledge and understanding of the subject matter?  What audiences would you recommend read the book – academic scholars, professional personnel, interested lay persons?

Take notes as you read and jot down your ideas.  Some information may be quickly summarized: other information, particularly the book's major theme and principal conclusions, should receive the bulk of your attention.  Identify the book's central theme and the author's point of view.  Write a draft review.  Then, after time for reflection, revise your review for clarity, syntax, and organization.  The important goal of a book reviewer is to tell what is in a book and why it should be read. Deal primarily with ideas, concepts, and interpretations rather than data and facts.

To get an idea of how to write a review, you may want to read some book reviews in the Journal of Military History, which may be found in the library.
Note:  I will collect papers in class and will penalize any papers delivered after the end of the class period on which they are due by one half grade.  Paper grades will drop by an additional one half grade for each additional day (beginning at midnight) that they are late.  Papers under or over the minimum/maximum page limit will also be penalized up to a full grade at the instructor’s discretion.
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Academic Misconduct
You may not claim others’ work as your own; to do so is plagiarism, a serious offense which I am required to report to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
SYLLABUS

Lesson 1
The Legacy of World War I
Mar. 30
Reading:  Syllabus; World War II: A History in Documents, vi-ix, 1-7
Lesson 2
Military and Political Developments in the Interwar Period
Apr. 1

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapters 1 and 2; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 1; 



World War II: A History in Documents, 9-20
Lesson 3
First Battles: Poland, Norway, and the Fall of France
Apr. 6

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapters 3 and 4
Lesson 4
Britain Alone
Apr. 8

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 5; World War II: A History in Documents, 


24-25
Lesson 5
Barbarossa
Apr. 13
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 6
Lesson 6
The Origins of the Asia-Pacific War
Apr. 15
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 7
Lesson 7
The Japanese War of Conquest
Apr. 20
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 8; World War II: A History in Documents, 



20-24, 26-27
Lesson 8
Mid-term Examination
Apr. 22
Lesson 9
Wartime Economies and Technology
Apr. 27
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 19; Why the Allies Won, Chapters 6 and 7;


World War II: A History in Documents, Chapter 3

Lesson 10
The Moral Dimension – the Holocaust, Resistance Movements, and Propaganda
Apr. 29
Reading:  A War to be Won, pp. 405-409; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 9; World 


War II: A History in Documents, Chapters 2, 4, and5; “History of the Holocaust: 


An Overview,” available online at 



http://www.ushmm.org/education/foreducators/resource/pdf/history.pdf.
Lesson 11
The Eastern Front, 1942-1943
May 4

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 11; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 3; World 



War II: A History in Documents, 91-95
Lesson 12
The Asia-Pacific War, 1942-1944
May 6

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 9; World War II: A History in Documents, 



Chapter 2
Lesson 13
The Central Pacific Campaign and the Return to the Philippines
May 11
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 13

Lesson 14
The Combined Bomber Offensive 
May 13
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 12; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 4
Lesson 15
The Battle of the Atlantic and the War at Sea
May 18
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 10; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 2

***Note:  Paper Due in Class on May 18***

Lesson 16
North Africa, Sicily, and Italy
May 20
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 14
Lesson 17
Normandy
May 25
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 15; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 5; World 



War II: A History in Documents, 95-99
Lesson 18
Armageddon:  The Annihilation of Nazi Germany
May 27
Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 16; Why the Allies Won, Chapter 8; World 



War II: A History in Documents, 99-104
Lesson 19
Retribution:  The Destruction of the Japanese Empire
Jun. 1

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapters 17 and 18; World War II: A History in 


Documents, 104-111
Lesson 20
Why the Allies Won
Jun. 3

Reading:  A War to be Won, Chapter 20 and Epilogue; Why the Allies Won, 



Chapter 10 and Epilogue; World War II: A History in Documents, Chapters 7-8
Final Exam

Thursday, June 10, 9:30-11:18 am
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