History 311:  World War I in Global Context

TR 9:30-11:18, Hitchcock 031                                                      Autumn Quarter 2009
Prof. Alan Beyerchen

Office hours: T 1-2:00, W 11:30-12:18 or by appointment in Dulles 369

e-mail: beyerchen.1@osu.edu; phone: 292-5474; Department phone 292-2674

TA's:  Mr. Charles Carter (carter.751@buckeyemail.osu.edu), office Dulles 09 and phone 292-2955, hours M 10-11:00, F 9-10:00; Mr. Skip Federici (federici.5@osu.edu), also Dulles 09 and phone 292-2955, Th 11:30-12:30 and 2-3:00.

Course Description and Objectives:
This course centers on one of the most significant turning points in modern world history—the First World War.  Often called “The Great War” until the Second World War, the conflict that erupted during the summer of 1914 and endured for the next four gruesome years transformed the global balance of power, social practices in Europe and around the world, cultural trends and attitudes, the nature of politics, and fundamental economic policy.  In fact, the final gasps of the war could be felt in a global influenza pandemic that carried off over 50 million casualties between 1918 and 1919.  In the end, the pre-war optimism that prevailed in much of Europe, the U.S., and Japan gave way to general skepticism and challenging of pre-war norms around the world. This class will offer students an opportunity to probe this conflict through an examination of the fighting itself amid the broader trends and changes that generated the war and were spawned by it.  While the war was a fundamentally European affair, combatants from around the world participated and fighting took place in the Middle East, Africa, the Atlantic, and in Asia.  Consequently, we will take a global approach to the Great War and situate it as a transformative event at many levels. 

This course is intended to develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society to help students understand how humans view themselves.  In history courses: 

1.  Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity

2.  Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding

3.  Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.
Requirements and Grading:
Attendance and participation are required for success in this course. In addition to required readings, videos will aid our class discussions and lectures. Grades are computed on the basis of attendance/participation, two short 5-page papers on assigned topics, and a final exam. Detailed instructions for the papers will be distributed two weeks in advance of the due dates.  While no background in European history is required, strong interest in the subject is recommended.  

Attendance and Participation:

10%

First 5-Page Paper:


25% (*** Due  20  October ***)

Second 5-Page Paper:


25% (*** Due  17  November ***)

Final Exam 10-page Paper:

40%

Grading Your Papers:  most of your grade will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned. We will follow the standard University grading scale.  We will address this in class, but here is a brief description of how you will earn your essay grades:

"C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer accurate evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

"B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus better choices of data and more thoughtful analyses than are found in an average essay.

"A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more skillful integration of data and indication of independent or extended thought.

As for “D” and “E” essays: these essays usually do not include a viable thesis, they do not include very much information from the course, and/or they contain a significant number of errors.  
University Policies:

University enrollment policy states:  “All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.” 

Academic Honesty: “It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  See the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).  See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/, especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm.
 

Disability Services:  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Required Texts:
The following books are available at the Student Book Exchange (SBX) on High Street, as well as a few other campus area bookstores.  MacIntyre's book The Englishman's Daughter has just gone out of stock with the publisher, but SBX has 50 copies on hand and there are scores of new and used copies online at Amazon.com and elsewhere.  You will need it for week 3 of the course.

Hew Strachan, The First World War (textbook)
Arthur Link, Woodrow Wilson: Revolution, War, and Peace
Ben Macintyre, The Englishman's Daughter 
Svetlana Palmer and Sarah Wallis (eds.), Intimate Voices from the First World War
Recommended Texts:

Matthew Hughes and William J. Philpott, The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of the First World War (out of print but readily available in used book stores and online)
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History. 

Class Schedule:  
Week 1 (24 Sept):


Introduction:

24 Sept:
Introduction and Background


Readings:
purchase books

Week 2 (29 Sept and 1 Oct):


War Erupts in the Balkans:

29 Sept: 
The European World Pre-1914
1 Oct: 

The "Third Balkan War" Gone Wrong (1914)

Readings:
Strachan, Intro., Acknowledgements (at end of book), Chapter 1 

Palmer and Wallis, Preface, Chapter 1

Week 3 (6 Oct and 8 Oct):
Europe Marches Off to War:

6 Oct: 

The War Explodes Westward (1914)

8 Oct:

The Long Siege Begins (1914-1915)

Readings:
Strachan, Chapter 2



Palmer and Wallis, Chapters 2-3


Week 4 (13 Oct and 15 Oct):

Empires at War:

13 Oct: 

The Far East and Africa

15 Oct: 

Turkey and the Middle East

Readings:




Strachan, Chapters 3-4

Week 5 (20 Oct and 22 Oct):
Assignment:
***Paper Number 1 due in Class Tuesday 20 Oct***

The Costs Rise Ever Higher:

20 Oct: 

The World Drawn into the Slaughter

22 Oct: 
The Eastern and Southern Fronts (1915-1916)


Readings:
Strachan, Chapter 5



Palmer and Wallis, Chapters 4-8



Macintyre, Englishman's Daughter, Chapters 1-6

Week 6 (27 Oct and 29 Oct):


The Great Battles on Land and Sea (1916):

27 Oct: 

Behind the Lines and on the Home Front 

29 Oct: 

Verdun and the Somme: Carnage in the West (1916)

Readings:
Strachan, Chapter 6

Palmer and Wallis, Chapters 9-11

Macintyre, Chapters 7-12

Week 7 (3 Nov and 5 Nov):


Transformation of the War:

3 Nov: 

Blockade and the Economic War at Sea

5 Nov: 

Political Change, Mutiny and Revolution (1917)

Readings:
Strachan, Chapter 7



Palmer and Wallis, Chapters 12-13



Macintyre, finish

Link, Chapters 1 and 2

Week 8 (10 and 12 Nov):

Why Didn't It End?:

10 Nov: 
Enter the United States (1917-1918)

12 Nov:

Collapse of the Eastern Front (1917-1918)
Readings:
Strachan, Chapter 8-9 to p. 290

Palmer and Wallis, Chapters 14-15 and Postscript

Link, Chapter 3

Week 9 (17 Nov and 19 Nov):
Assignment:
***Paper Number 2 due in Class Tuesday 17 Nov***
17 Nov: 
Endgame: Final
Offensives in the West (1918)

19 Nov:

Reaching for Peace, Continuing the War
(1918-1919)

Readings:
Strachan, finish Chapter 9-10 to p. 336



Palmer and Wallis, Chapter 15



Link, Chapter 4

Week 10 (24 Nov):

Sorting out the Mess:

24 Nov:

Peace Settlements and Their Reverberations


Readings:
Strachan, finish Chapter 10, reread Acknowledgements




Palmer and Wallis, Postscript




Link, Chapter 5

Week 11 (1 Dec and 3 Dec):

Postscript to the Conflict:

1 Dec:
 
Influenza Pandemic and the Debris of War

3 Dec:
 
A World Transformed

Readings:

Review all the above readings
Take-home Final Exam:


***Due Thursday 10 Dec 11:00 a.m. in our classroom***
