	 History 312 


	History 312
Introduction to Modern Europe 
Course Description and Philosophy: The purpose of this course is to examine selected major themes in European history from the French Revolution to the present. The choice of themes varies from quarter to quarter, and this term emphasis will be placed on 1) the dynamics of interaction between city and countryside; 2) the construction of nationalisms and internationalisms; and 3) the relationships among individuals, cultures and the governments of states. We will take up these interrelated themes in readings, films and discussions.
Students are expected to read the assignments carefully and to participate in class discussion on a regular basis. There will be two short (3 ​ 4 page) reaction papers to questions posed to the class as a whole. There will also be an in​class midterm exam. These items will count 20 percent each. The best two of them will constitute 40 percent of the course grade, and the worst grade of the three will be dropped. The question and instructions for each paper will be handed out two weeks before its due date. Class discussion will count 10 percent of the grade. Half of this grade will come from leading discussion. Each student will be assigned the task of helping to lead the class discussion at least once during the quarter. (A second opportunity will be available for those who feel they could do better a second time.) The roster for discussion leading assignments will be worked out during the first week of class. The final examination will constitute 50 percent of the course grade.
Professor Beyerchen's office hours this term are Tuesday, 2:00 ​ 3:00 p.m. and Wednesday 1:00 ​ 2:00 in Dulles 369; phone 292​5478, main office phone 292​2674; e​mail beyerchen.1@osu.edu.
Texts on sale at the Student Book Exchange and other local bookstores:
Required reading:
1. Edward Berenson, The Trial of Madame Caillaux (about a woman who assassinated a newspaperman for defaming her politician husband; each chapter discusses a facet of French society at the turn of the century 1900). 
2. Emily Carles, A Life of Her Own (about a woman in rural southeastern France, whose story begins as young men leave for the Western Front in World War I and ends with her leading protests against construction of a superhighway after World War II). 
3. Peter Demetz, Prague in Black and Gold: Scenes from the Life of a European City (about life in this Central
European city over the last two centuries). 
4. Geoff Eley and Ronald Suny, (eds.), Becoming National (a collection of essays by noted authorities on nationalism, regionalism and internationalism in 19th and 20th century Europe), abbreviated E & S below. 
5. Kevin McAleer, Dueling: The Cult of Honor in Fin​de​Siecle Germany (about the persistence of custom in a modernizing nation). 

Recommended reading as background: 
R. R. Palmer and Joel Colton, A History of the Modern World, 8th edition, Vol. II, 1815 ​ present (1995). 
Course schedule:

Week Beginning

Assignments

September 25

Begin introduction (pp. 3 ​ 38) in E & S

September 30

Intro and "What Is a Nation?" by Renan in E & S

October 7

Part II (pp. 60​238) in E & S.
October 14
Part III (pp. 239​402) in E & S.
Paper 1 Due
October 21
McAleer
October 28
First half of Demetz; begin Berenson
November 4

Berenson; finish Demetz. 
MIDTERM EXAM ON NOV. 6
November 13
First half of Charles
November 18
Finish Charles
November 25
Part IV (pp. 403​508) in E & S 
PAPER 2 DUE
December 2

Review and reflections.
December 9
FINAL EXAMINATION



