HISTORY 323.01: AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY TO 1877

Autumn 2003
Derby Hall 80
TR 1:30-3:18
 
Instructor: Professor L. Alexander
Office: 371 Dulles Hall
Office Hours:  Thursdays 3:30-5 and by appointment
Phone: 688-4110
Email: alexander.282@osu.edu
Course Website:  http://people.history.ohio-state.edu/alexander282
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION

 
The history of African peoples in the United States has largely been a chronicle of strivings for liberation, inclusion, economic justice and political participation.  Much of this story represents Black people’s desires to retain their racial identity and autonomy, to build community, and create a sense of nationalism.  Thus, this course examines the lives, labors and culture of Africans during enslavement and their struggle for freedom.  We will begin by exploring the process of, and justification for, African enslavement by focusing on the structure of slavery in the United States, and the differing conditions for Black people in the Northern and Southern regions of the country.  Students will be introduced to the legacy of African heritage in the development of Black cultural institutions and labor systems.  In particular, we will explore the role of Africanity in community development and methods of resistance.
 
This course also examines the conditions of free Blacks, and emphasizes their quest for social and political inclusion.  Further, we will discuss the ways in which free Blacks protested against racism in the United States by forming associations, building institutions, and various emigration schemes.  Ultimately, we will conclude with the Civil War and Reconstruction, focusing upon the ramifications of the Emancipation Proclamation and the participation of Black soldiers.  Students in this course will learn how all of these issues represent the larger narratives in which Black people fought and persevered in the United States.
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

 
Regular attendance is mandatory, it will not be possible to pass this course unless you come to class!  If any student has three consecutive unexcused absences, he or she will be dropped from the class with an "E."  The final course grade will be determined as follows:
 
1.  Class Participation (15% of final grade):  A portion of each class will be dedicated to discussion.  Students should be prepared to comment on the weekly reading, as grades will be based upon frequency and quality of participation in this section.  Feel free to bring specific questions or comments for consideration during this time.
 
2.  Midterm Examination (30% of final grade):  The midterm will be held on Tuesday, October 28, and will be an in-class examination covering lectures and readings.  It will be composed of short-answer term identification and an essay.
 
3.  Writing Assignment  (20% of final grade):  In preparation for class on November 18, students will read three speeches delivered by African American leaders in the 19th century on the subject of emigration, citizenship, and the Black community’s relationship to the United States.  December 2, a paper will be due in class, analyzing one of these speeches.  Students may select whichever speech they would like, placing it in the context of what we have learned during the course.  On November 18, I will circulate specific questions about the speeches that you may use as the foundation for your paper.  The paper should be 3-4 double spaced, typewritten pages, and should make direct reference to course readings, and lectures.
 
4.  Final Examination (35% of final grade):  The final examination will be a take-home essay covering material from the entire quarter, and should be 8-10 double-spaced, typewritten pages.  Essay questions will be given out on Tuesday, December 2, and will be due on Thursday, December 11 by 5:00pm in my office, 371 Dulles Hall.  Graduating seniors should make special arrangements with the instructor for submitting their exams by the appropriate deadline.  
 
 
Important Information
 
Students are welcome to come talk with me about any aspect of the course, or the history department.  My office hours and location are listed above.  I can also be reached by email to set up an appointment.
 
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
 
Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment, you can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  We rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, you may do so at: 292-3307 (V) or 292-0901 (TDD)
 
Submission of Assignments
 
All assignments are mandatory.  If you do not submit one assignment, I will reduce your final grade by one full letter grade in addition to giving you zero for that assignment.  If you do not submit two or more assignments, you will automatically receive a failing grade for the course.
 
Late Assignments
 
Extensions of written work are granted at the discretion of the instructor to those presenting valid and verifiable excuses.  Students who are unable to fulfill assignments as scheduled for family, religious or medical reasons must contact me before the due date of the assignment.  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.
 
Plagiarism and Cheating
 
Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  **Remember, write your own papers!**  If someone else writes your paper (or exam), or if you use someone else’s ideas as your own without acknowledging their contributions, you will be committing plagiarism, which is a case of academic misconduct.  This includes all information obtained on the internet.  If you are unclear about what specifically constitutes plagiarism, please contact me or refer to the student handbook.
 
 
REQUIRED READING
 
Harding, Vincent.  There Is A River: The Black Struggle for Freedom in America
Johnson, Charles and Patricia Smith.  Africans in America: America’s Journey Through Slavery
Course Packet—Available at Cop-Ez
 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
 
Thursday, September 25
Introduction to the course
 
 
Tuesday, September 29

Lecture: The African Background
Read and Discuss: There Is A River, Chapter One and Africans in America, pages 1-12
 
 
Thursday, October 1

Lecture: Ideology of Slavery
Read and Discuss handout: Winthrop Jordan, Chapters 1 and 2
Tuesday, October 7
Lecture: Middle Passage
Read and Discuss: Africans in America, pages 50-76 (also refer to There Is A River, Chapter One)
 
 
Thursday, October 9

Lecture: Colonial Slavery
Read and Discuss: Africans in America, pages 77-112, There Is A River, Chapter Two
 
 
Tuesday, October 14

Lecture: Blacks in the American Revolution
Read and Discuss: Africans in America, pages 155-204
 
 
Thursday, October 16

Lecture: Revolt!: Haiti, Vesey and Prosser
Read and Discuss:  Africans in America, pages 259-266, There Is A River, Chapter Three
 
 
Tuesday, October 21

Lecture: Demise of Northern Slavery
Read and Discuss: From Reading Packet, Kelley reader, pages 128-160
 
 
Thursday, October 23

Lecture: "King Cotton" and Southern Slavery
Read and Discuss:  Africans in America, pages 267-275
 
 
Tuesday, October 28

MIDTERM
 
Thursday, October 30

Lecture: Family, Community and Culture During Enslavement
Read and Discuss:  From Reading Packet, Kelley reader, pages 169-226 (“Let My People Go by Deborah Gray White)
 
 
Tuesday, November 4

Lecture: Resistance, General Nat: and the Events of 1831
Read and Discuss:  There Is A River, Chapters Four and Five
 
 
Thursday, November 6

Lecture: Free Blacks and Early Black Nationalism
Read and Discuss: Course Packet: Excerpt from David Walker's Appeal
 
 
Tuesday, November 11—No Class, Veterans Day Observed

 
 
Thursday, November 13

Film: Africans in America          
 
 
Tuesday, November 18

Lecture: This Country Our Only Home?: Emigration and the Struggle for Black Citizenship
Read and Discuss: Course Packet: Speech by Peter Williams Jr, Speech by Henry Highland Garnet, Speech by Frederick Douglass
 
 
Thursday, November 20

Lecture: Black Abolitionists
Read and Discuss:  There Is A River, Chapters Six and Seven
 
 
Tuesday, November 25
Lecture: The American Nation Divided: The Demise of Chattel Slavery?
Read and Discuss:  There Is A River, Chapters Eight and Nine
 
Thursday, November 27—No Class, Thanksgiving Day

 
 
Tuesday, December 2

PAPER DUE
Lecture: Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation
Read and Discuss:  There Is A River, Chapters Eleven and Twelve
 
 
Thursday, December 4

Lecture: Slavery Vanquished: Where Do We Go From Here?
Read and Discuss:  There Is A River, Chapters Thirteen-End of Book
 
 
**DECEMBER 11, FINAL EXAMS DUE IN MY OFFICE BY 5:00pm**
