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	History 323.02
History of African​Americans From Emancipation to the Present
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will introduce students to the major themes and events in African-American history since Emancipation. We will examine Reconstruction, the creation and establishment of Segregation, the migration of African-Americans from the South to the North, the Cultural Politics of African-Americans, the growth of Black Protest organizations, and the modern Black Freedom Struggle. In this course we will study the women and men who were leaders during these periods, but we examine the lives of ordinary women and men, also. Some of the themes we will encounter throughout the course are gender roles in the African-American community, the threat of lynchings and violence, color consciousness, children and poverty and race pride. The analysis of primary documents will be one emphasis of this class, although contemporary interpretations by historians are included. We will took to the African Americans of the period to guide us in our investigation of the complexities of this era of African American history.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:: Students will gain a general knowledge of African American history from the end of slavery to the present. They will understand the origins and development of contemporary discussions about race in U.S. society. Students will learn to think critically about historical issues. They will gain the skills to evaluate the different, and sometimes contradictory, interpretations of historians.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:: There will be a midterm examination, an essay on a primary source, and a final examination. In addition, each student will sign-up to submit. in writing two questions on the readings for two different weeks by Wednesday of that week. The exams will consist of short identification and essay questions. Instructions for the essay on a primary source are at the end of this syllabus. Attendance and completion of all reading assignments are critical and will contribute to the final grade. Any students who miss three or more consecutive classes without permission of the instructor will be disenrolled from the class. Students are responsible for officially enrolling in the class by the end of the second full week of the quarter. The chairman of the History Department willnot approve requests to add the course after that time.
GRADING POLICIES: The questions and participation will comprise 10% of the final grade for the course, the rriidterm will comprise 30%, the final 30%, and the essay will be 30% of the final grade. All assignments must be completed on time; late papers will be downgraded a full grade per day.
Graduating seniors should contact the instructor to make arrangements to take the final examination.
Make-up exams will be given to those students with written excuses for their absence from the examinations
BOOKS: The following books are available at for purchase at Longs, SBX and the OSU bookstores. An additional copy of each book is on two-hour reserve at the Main Library.
1. Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work and the Family, From Slavery to the Present (Vintage Books, 1995) 
2. Alfreda M. Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice: The Autobiography of Ida B. Wells (University of Chicago Press, 1970) 
3. Joe W. Trotter, Jr., ed., The Great Migration in Historical Perspective: New Dimensions of Race, Class, & Gender (Indiana University Press, 1991) 
4. Jonathan Kozol, Savage Inequalities: Children in America's Schools (Harper Perennial, 1992) 
5. Thomas R. Frazier, Afro-American History: Primary Sources, 2nd ed. (Wadsworth Pub., 1988) 
CLASS SESSIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK 1
Slavery, Reconstruction, and the Making of a People
Readings: Jones, Labor of Love, chapters 1-2, pp. 3-78
Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice, chapters 1-2, pp. 3-20
Frazier, Afro-American History, chapter 5, pp. 111 ​ 159
Suggested reading: Frazier, Afro-American History, chapters 3-4, pp. 47-109
WEEK 2
The Quest for Autonomy in the Redeemed South
Readings: Jones, Labor of Love, chapter 3, pp. 79-109
Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice, chapters 3-19, pp. 21-142
WEEK 3
White Supremacy, Segregation, and the Rise of Peonage
Readings: Jones, Labor of Love, chapter 4, pp. 110 - 151
Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice, chapters 19-31, pp. 143-268
Frazier, Afro-American History, chapters 6-7, pp. 161-186
WEEK 4
The Rise of Black Protest and the Color Line
Readings: Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice, chapters 32​46, pp. 269​420
Frazier, Afro​American History, chapter 7, pp. 189-226
Film: Ethnic Motions
"Thursday, April 18: Choice of primary source for essay due in class"
Choice of primary source for essay due in class
WEEK 5
Great Migration and Black Nationalism
Readings: Joe W. Trotter, Jr., ed., The Great Migration in Historical Perspective
Frazier, Afro-American History, chapter 8, pp. 229-260
Midterm Exam
WEEK 6
The Great Depression and World War 11
Readings: Jones, Labor of Love, chapters 6-7, pp. 196-274
Frazier, Afro-American History, chapter 9, pp. 261-313
Film: Deadly Deception
WEEK 7
Nonviolence in the Modem Black Freedom Struggle, 1945-1965
Readings: Jones, Labor of Love, chapter 8, pp. 275-321
Frazier, Afro-American History, chapters 10-11, pp. 315-372
Film: Ain't Scared of Your Jails
Draft of Essay on Primary Source due in class
WEEK 8
Black Nationalism in the Modem Black Freedom Struggle, 1964-1976
Readings: Jones, Labor of Love, Epilogue, pp. 322-335
Frazier, Afro-American History, chapter 12-13, pp. 373-462
Film: Power!
Draft of Essay on Primary Source returned in class.
WEEK 9
Losing Ground?: Black America in the 1980s and 1990s
Readings: Kozol, Savage Inequalities, chapters 1-3, pp. 1-132
Film: Upon This Rock or Inspirations or Who Will Teach for America?
Primary Source Essay Due on Monday
WEEK 10
The Illusion of Equality?: Blacks and Education
Readings: Kozol, Savage Inequalities, chapters 4-6, pp. 133-234
Final Exam


ESSAY ON A PRIMARY SOURCE
For the purposes of assignment—a primary source is a letter, article, book, or other document created during the period 1870-1968. This source must be authored by either an African​American or African​Americans must be the subject of the primary source if the author is someone else.
The essays on a primary source should be 7- 10 pages. In the essay all of the people and events mentioned in the primary source should be identified and the contents of the primary source should be summarized. The bulk of the essay should be a discussion of two of the issues addressed in the primary source (if there are multiple issues) and a brief section on how these issues were addressed by two of the class readings. Students should include a brief discussion of their own ideas about the primary source.
Students will choose a primary source for their essay by and submit a sentence about the source to the instructor. Students can submit a draft of their essay along with the copy of their primary source to the instructor and it will be returned with comments. The essays, a copy of the draft, and a copy of the primary source will be due on a given date.
If you have any questions or concerns as you begin to work on this assignment, please do not hesitate to talk to me before or after class, to come to my office hours or to make an appointment to talk with me. The staff of the OSU Writing Center in 147 University Hall are very helpful and will assist you to improve your writing skills. You may walk-in or make an appointment.
Look for your primary source in the following periodicals and collections. All of these are on microfiche or microfilm, are listed in OSCAR, and are located in the microforms section of the first floor of the Main library. The staff will help you obtain the material. If you want to use a source from somewhere else you have to have the instructor's approval.
Black Dispatch (Oklahoma City, 1948-1968) FILM 14-106
Chicago Defender (1909-1967) ANV5 .15 C35
Cincinnati Herald (1956-1968) FILM 14-90
Colored American Magazine (1900-1909) MICROFICHE 2E27
The Crisis (1910-1940) MICROFICHE 2E21
Dallas Express (1941-1970) FILM 14-97
Indianapolis Recorder (1899-1973) FILM 14-151
Journal of Negro History (1916-) BSL periodicals
Malcolm X.- FBI Surveillance File FILM 4508, Reels 1-2
Martin Luther King, Jr., FBI Assassination File FILM 4490, Reels 1-25
The Messenger ( New York, 1918-1928) FILM 13-202
New Jersey Afro-American (1941-198 8) FILM 14-82
The New York Age (1905-1960) FILM 14-50
Use these reference books to help identify people
In Black Studies Library reference section:
Darlene Clark Hine, ed., Black Women in America: An Historical Encyclopedia, 2 vols.
Rayford W. Logan and Michael R. Winston, eds., Dictionary of American Negro Biography
Jessie Carney Smith, ed., Notable Black American Women
In General Reference:
Dictionary of American Biography
Edward T. James, ed., Notable American Women, 1607-1950 (3 vols.)


