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History H325: Introduction to U. S. Women’s History                                  Autumn 2008
Professor Susan Hartmann, 373 Dulles Hall                                    
         Office hours: T 1-3

292-1871       hartmann.1@osu.edu      




              W 11-12                                
This course, designed for honors students, surveys the history of women and gender in the United States from pre-European settlement to the present.  The course focuses on three kinds of changes: in women’s work and the sexual division of labor; in relationships between gender, politics, and the state; and in women’s family roles and sexuality.  Students will read what historians and other scholars have written about women and analyze historians’ sources in the form of documents and images. We will pay particular attention to differences among women in such areas as race and ethnicity, class, religion, and sexuality.
Students should acquire a deeper understanding of the forces influencing women’s lives and gender norms and a better appreciation of how women and gender have shaped the history of the United States.  They should also develop their ability to analyze writings and images, to think critically, and to write and speak clearly and gracefully.
Required Readings:  available at SBX
Ellen Carol DuBois and Lynn Dumenil, Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents, second edition (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008).  Be sure to get the second edition, which will become available mid-September.
Harriet A. Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Prestwick House, 2006)

Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography (Lawrence Hill, 2001)

Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers, third edition  (Persea Books, 2003)
An autobiography or memoir of your choosing in consultation with Professor Hartmann
Course Website:  http://telr.osu.edu/carmen/index.htm

Course Requirements:

1.  Completion of reading as scheduled; active, informed, and consistent participation in class discussion.  There will be occasional quizzes on the reading.  (20 points)

2.  Leading one class discussion, which you may do as an individual or in a group.  On the day of the discussion you should submit a discussion question or questions and a brief paragraph indicating where you think the discussion might go.  (5 points)

3.  A short paper (2-3 pages) on each of the three first-person accounts (Jacobs, Shakur, Yezierska), in which you discuss the subject in her larger historical context. Your paper should discuss how each woman understood and responded to the forces shaping her life and critically analyze her own experiences and perceptions in the context of women’s situation in general during her lifetime.  (15 points for each paper = 45 points)

4.  A final ten-page paper based on the three first-person accounts and one additional autobiography or memoir.  You should choose the additional book and obtain Professor Hartmann’s approval by October 14.  Your final paper should use these four books to think comparatively and reflect on changes in women’s lives over time and on differences among women. (25 points)

5.  A five-minute presentation to the class on the subject of your selected book.  (5 points)

Grading:

Class participation           20 points


Leading class discussion   5 points


Three short papers           45 points


Final paper

     25 points


Class presentation
       5 points
Final grades for the course will be as follows:  A = 93; A- = 90; B+ = 87; B = 83;

B- = 80; C+  = 77; C = 73; C- =  70; D+ = 67; D = 60
Your Responsibilities:

Because this class will be run as a seminar, attendance is mandatory.  More than one unexcused absence will reduce your final grade by 5 points for each additional class missed.  Absences will be excused only for family or medical emergencies, religious observances, or participation in a university sanctioned event.  The latter must be approved by Professor Hartmann in advance.

Papers must be turned in by the end of the class period on the dates indicated in the schedule. Exceptions will be made only in cases of family or medical emergencies, and you must contact Professor Hartmann by phone or e-mail before the deadline.  Ten points will be deducted from the grades on late papers for every 24 hours beyond the deadline.
Students who need pedagogical or physical accommodations should inform Professor Hartmann at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).

 

Department policy requires all students to be officially enrolled in the course by the second week of classes.  No requests to add the course will be approved after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Please do not disturb other students by coming to class late and/or leaving before the class is finished.  Eating and using cell phones are not permitted during class.  

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:

Students are expected to conform to university policies regarding academic honesty, including the avoidance of plagiarism. There are serious penalties for students who submit work that is not entirely their own, so be sure that you understand what constitutes plagiarism.  Your instructors are required by University policies to report any instances of academic dishonesty.  University policies on academic misconduct can be found in the Student Handbook at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.  For a discussion of plagiarism, see http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm 

Schedule

9/25:
Introduction
9/30:
The First American Women

Read:  Through Women’s Eyes (TWE), xxvii-xxxv; Chapter 1
10/1:    Colonial Women

Read:  TWE, Chapter 2

10/7
Women in a Revolutionary Era

Video:  Mary Silliman’s War
Read:  TWE, Chapter 3
10/9
“True Women”, Workers, and Slaves in a Changing Economy

Read:  TWE, Chapter 4
10/14
Slavery

Read:  Incidents in the Live of a Slave Girl


First paper due
10/16
Women as Reformers

Video:  Not for Ourselves Alone

Read:  TWE, Chapter 5
10/21
The First Women’s Rights Movement

Video:  One Woman, One Vote


Review:  TWE, Chapter 5
10/23
After Slavery


Video:  Ida B. Wells: A Passion for Justice

Read:  TWE, Chapter 6

10/28
Women in an Industrializing Nation

Read:  TWE, Chapter 6
10/30
On the Move: Westward Expansion and Immigration

Read:  TWE, Chapter 7
11/4
Immigration and Women’s Labor

Video:  Heaven Will Protect the Working Girl

Read:  Bread Givers

Second paper due
11/6
Progressive Reform

Read:  TWE, Chapter 8
11/11
Class does not meet
11/13
Gaining the Vote

Video:  One Woman, One Vote


Read: TWE, Chapter 8
11/18
Women in Depression and War

Video:  Margaret Sanger: A Public Nuisance


Read:  TWE, Chapter 9
11/20
The Feminine Mystique: Ideology versus Reality

Read:  TWE, Chapter 10
11/25
Women and the Black Freedom Struggle

Video:  Fundi

Read:  Assata

Third paper due
11/27  Class does not meet
12/2
Second-wave Feminism


Read:  TWE, Chapter 11

12/4
A Third Wave or A Post-Feminist Era?


Read:  TWE, Chapter 12
12/9
Final papers due

