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Modern Jewish History, 1750-present
 
Description and Objective
 
This course investigates modern Jewish history from 1750 to the present. Examining the social, economic, political, and intellectual forces that shaped Jewish experiences in Europe and the United States, it pays special attention to the ways in which Jewish life experienced a dramatic transformation during the 19th and 20th centuries.  
 
Our studies will begin with a consideration of pre-modern European Jewry and will quickly turn to an examination of the shocks that transformed it.  The first portion of the course will study the Enlightenment(s), emancipation, and acculturation in Western and Central Europe. As we examine these significant shifts, we will compare Jewish life in Western and Central Europe with that of Jewish communities elsewhere.  Our second portion of the course will examine Jewish life during the long nineteenth century. Here, we will study the formation of the Jewish middle class, the entry of East European Jewry into modernity, and the rise of antisemitism throughout the world.  Then, we will proceed to survey the First World War and the interwar years, questioning how the impact of WWI affected Jewry throughout the world.  Our course will then examine the Holocaust and the rise of the State of Israel.  The final part of the class will look to contemporary Jewish life.
 
Because the modern period witnessed Jewish communities throughout the world, this course will attempt to study Jewish lives in Europe, North America, the Middle East, and Latin America.  
 
Required Reading available at local bookstores.    
 
Andre Aciman, Out of Egypt:  A Memoir
Carmit Delman, Burnt Bread and Chutney:  Growing Up Between Cultures
Jehudah Reinharz and Paul Mendes Flohr, The Jew in the Modern World
Helmut Walser Smith, The Butcher’s Tale: Murder and Anti-Semitism in a German Town  
 
 
Course requirements:            
 
(1)     Class participation: This course is designed as a lecture/seminar, and our sessions will consist of my lectures and our discussions concerning the readings and homework assignments. Your participation grade will be based on quizzes, in-class assignments, and regular thoughtful, informed contributions to class discussion. It will not be based on mere attendance nor will it be based on verbal utterances that are not grounded in the readings or class discussion. (60 points)
 
(2)     Reading  The readings due for each class meeting are set out underneath that meeting’s date and topic.  Please make sure that you come to class prepared to discuss the readings.  Please also bring a copy of the readings with you.
 
(3)     Mid-term: The midterm exam on October 25 will include short questions and an essay question covering the material from the lectures, discussions, and readings. (40 points)
 
(4)     Short paper:  You have the option of writing one of two papers assigned.  The first paper is due on October 16.  The second paper is due November 20.  Please note that unless you have an appropriate and documented excuse, late work will be penalized by 3 points per day beginning at the end of the class period on the day the work was due (30 points) 
 
(5)     Final examination: The final exam will include short questions and two essay questions.  The short questions only will concern the material covered after the midterm, but one of the two essay questions will be comprehensive. (70 points)
 
(6)     extra credit: You may elect to receive extra credit from up to two of the following options (you may only write one review). Extra Credit will only count towards students whose final average is a D or higher. 
        Attending my office hours by:
 (last name A-H) September 27
 (last name I-Q)  October 4
 (last name Q-Z) October 11
        attendance and 1 page review of talk sponsored by History department, Melton Center for Jewish Studies, or Mershon Center (must be prearranged with me; due one week after talk)
 
Policies
 
(1)   Examinations and Writing Assignments:  There will be two exams in connection with this course: a midterm exam and a final. These exams will require you to synthesize materials from lecture, class discussions, and readings.  There also will be quizzes and in-class writing assignments.  You must take the exams, in-class writing assignments, and quizzes at the scheduled time.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons, such as a medical or legal emergency. In accordance with departmental policy, the student will be expected to present proof of the emergency, such as an official statement from the University Medical Center.  If you need to take a make-up exam, you must submit your proof of emergency to me within 9 days of the scheduled exam. All make up work is to be completed by December 1 (by 3:00 pm).
(2)   Grade complaints must be made in writing and only after 24 hours have passed after grades are distributed. 
(3)   In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
(4)   Please turn of cell-phones at the beginning of class.
(5)   No late work will be accepted unless there is an appropriate, documented excuse. 
(6)   All students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.
(7)   ACADEMIC INTEGRITY (ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT): 
The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”
The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.
If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.
If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please contact me.
Other sources of information on academic misconduct (integrity) to which you can refer include:
The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html
 
 
 
Class Schedule           Make sure to bring The Jew in the Modern World to class when it is assigned (which is almost every meeting)
 
Part I:                                       Introduction                                                                                          
 
September 20               Understanding the Transformation of European Jewish Life:  Finding the meanings of “modern”
 
Part II:                                      The Beginnings of Modern Jewry, 1750-1870                           
 
September 25               Transformation I:  the Haskalah and the Enlightenments
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
Dohm, “Concerning the Amelioration,” pp. 28-36
“Moses Mendelssohn visits the Seer” p. 61
 
September 27               Transformation II: Emancipation and Religious Reform
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
French National Assembly documents, pp. 114-118
“Constitution of the Hamburg Temple” p. 161
“Why I have raised you as a Christian,” p. 247
Washington, “a Reply to the Hebrew Congregation” pp. 458-459
 
October 2                    No Class, Yom Kippur
 
October 4                    Early 19th Century Jewish Life:  Eastern Europe
Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
Alexander I “Statutes Concerning the Organization of the Jews” pp. 375-377

Nicholas I, “Statutes” and “Delineation” pp. 377-379
 
October 9                    Early 19th Century Jewish Life :  Jews of the Ottoman World and the British Empire
                                    “Synagogues and Schools of Jerusalem,” (on line reserve)
http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/p.
                                    “Iraqi Jews in the India Trade” (on line reserve)
                                    http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/p.
 
October 11                  Jews during the “so-called quiet decades”
                                    Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
                                    “North German Confederation and Jewish Emancipation,” p. 153
 
                                    
Part III:                        Was 1880 a turning Point?                                                                                
 
October 16                  West and Central Europe
Helmut Walser Smith, The Butcher’s Tale: Murder and Anti-Semitism in a German Town
Paper #1 Due
 
October 18                  Eastern Europe
                        Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
                                    J.L.Gordon, “For Whom Do I Toil?” p. 386
“Awaiting a Pogrom,” pp. 408
“The City of Slaughter,” p. 410
 
October 23                  The Americas and the Immigration Experience
                                    Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World
                                                “The Pittsburgh Platform,” p. 468
                                                “The Orthodox Congregational Union of America,” p. 469-471 
                                                “The Russian Jew in America,” p. 474
                                                “The Galveston Project,” p. 48 
 
October 25                  Midterm
 
October 30                  Ideological Transformations I:  Zionism and Nationalism
                                    Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
Bund, “On the Nationality Question,” pp. 419-423
Bilu, “Manifesto,” p.p. 432-33
Herzl, “A Solution of the Jewish Question,” 533-538
                                    
November 1                 Ideological Transformations II
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World
Walter Rathenua, “Hear O Israel,” pp. 267-268
The International Ladies Garment Worker’s Union and the American Labor Movement,” p. 485
 
                                                            
Part IV:                        Twentieth Century Jewish Life                                                               
 
November 6                 A Second Transformation?  WWI and the Russian Revolution
                                    Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World:
                                                “Emancipation by the March Revolution,” pp. 432-33
Yevsektsiya, “The Liquidation of Bourgeois Jewish Institutions,” 433-436
 
November 8                 Jews in the Interwar Period:  Jews and Empire
Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World
                                                “Balfour Declaration” p. 582
Council of the League of Nations, “Mandate for Palestine,” pp. 
593-594
Pappenhein, “The Jewish Woman” 287-289
                                                Andre Aciman, Out of Egypt:  A Memoir, pp. 1-39
                                    
November 13               Jews in the Interwar Period:  United States
                                    Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World
“A Statement of Policy (The Anti-Defamation League)”  pp. 507-509
“A Protest Against Anti-Semitism” p. 514
“Columbus Platform,” p. 517    
 
November 15               World War II and the Holocaust
                                    Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World
                                                “Mein Kampf” p. 637
                                                “Wear the Yellow Badge with Pride,” p. 640
                                                “Nuremberg laws, pp. 646-648
                                                “A Warsaw Ghetto Diary,” p. 666
 
November 20               Jewry in the Aftermath of War
                                    Andre Aciman, Out of Egypt:  A Memoir, pp. 39-end
                                    Paper #2 Due
                                    
November 22               1948 and Beyond:  Israel and its Many Inhabitants
Rubinstein, The Jews in the Modern World, pp 316-356
Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, The Jew in the Modern World 
                                                 “Jewish Needs vs. Arab Claims,” pp. 609-611
            “The Case for a Bi-National Palestine” and “Bi-Nationalism is Unworkable” pp. 622-626
“Proclamation of the State of Israel” 629-630
 
November 27               New Centers of Jewish Life
Carmit Delman, Burnt Bread and Chutney:  Growing Up Between Cultures
            
November 29               The Challenges of Modernity
                                    Allegra Goodman, “The Four Questions”
                                    http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/p.
 
Final Exam is held on Tuesday, December 5th at 7:30 am.  Please set your alarms. 
 
Paper Assignment
 
            Please write a 4-6 page paper concerning one of the two topics detailed below and submit it on the date on which it is due.  Papers should be typed in 12 point font and be double spaced with one-inch margins.  Please make sure that your paper has an argument and a clear and fluid format.  You will want to make sure that your paper is free of spelling and grammatical errors.  Papers will be collected at the beginning of class.

 
Paper Option #1 (October 16)
            “The Konitz case,” writes Helmut Walser Smith, allows us to pursue a single, exemplary episode…it neither tells us what all Christians in Germany thought about Jews nor explains whether Germany was already on a track to destruction.  Yet the focus on the Konitz case reveals…something that I would call here ‘process.’”[1] What is the process that Smith refers to here?  Why does he wish to “reveal” this “process.?” Was he successful in this endeavor? In your discussion, please make sure that you synopsize Smith’s larger argument and describe the Konitz case.
 
Paper Option #2 (November 20)
Andre Aciman’s Out of Egypt:  A Memoir tells the story of several different generations of a Jewish family in Alexandria.  How does Andre Aciman understand his Jewish identity?  What does being Jewish mean to him?  What are the factors that shape how he understands what it means to be Jewish? Is there anything significant about Aciman’s life experience (or that of his family members) that was defined, shaped, or determined by the fact that he (or she) was Jewish? Be careful to avoid simply summaries or lists of events in the author’s life.
 
 
 


[1]   Helmut Walser Smith, The Butcher’s Tale: Murder and Anti-Semitism in a German Town (New York and London: WW Norton and Company, 2002), pp. 21-22.

