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History of the Holocaust
This course will examine the state-sponsored murder of millions of Jews and non-Jews by the Nazis and their collaborators during World War II.  Together we will trace the interrelated individuals, institutions, historical events, and ideologies that allowed for the Holocaust to occur.

This class does not focus only on the Final Solution.  Instead, in the first part of the course, we will analyze important historical factors that occurred before the Nazi rise to power.  In the next segment of the class, we will examine the crucial period of 1933-1938, paying close attention to the erratic anti-Jewish policies of the era and the myriad of Jewish responses to them.  In the third portion of the course, we will explore the Final Solution itself.  Next we will study the perpetrators, bystanders, and victims during the Shoah.  Finally, we will consider the Holocaust’s aftermath and legacy among Jews and non-Jews in Germany, Israel, and the United States.

Reading List (all books are available at local bookstores and on reserve):

Doris Bergen, War and Genocide:  A Concise History of the Holocaust 
Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair (selections only)

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

Art Spiegelman, Maus I and II
Articles are available either directly on line (via the addresses listed here) or via CARMEN.  The articles available on CARMEN are marked with an asterisk (*).

Requirements:

(1) Attendance  You are required to attend the weekly lectures and section and to be responsible for the material covered in them.  Please come to class on time so that you do not cause unnecessary disruption for your fellow classmates.  Please also do not leave class before the class is dismissed. 

(2) Section  Students must attend a discussion section led by the course’s discussion section leader (DSL), David Dennis.  Your section grade will be based on attendance, informed contributions to class discussions, quiz grades, and the written work assigned by your DSL (50 points, 25%, of which you receive 5% for attendance, 10% for participation, and 10% for quizzes)  

(3) Reading  Students are expected to read the materials assigned for this course by the date listed on the syllabus.  I will refer to the materials in lecture and you will review them in section on the dates listed for each section.
(4) Hourly Exam The hourly exam will include short questions and an essay question covering the material from the lectures, discussions, and readings.  (40 points; 20%)

(5) Questions for Speakers: On the days during which we have a speaker, we will ask you to submit to David or myself a question that you would like for the speaker to answer.   Make sure the question is typed with your name; do make sure to submit your questions at the beginning of lecture. (10 points, 5%)

(6) Short Paper  Please write ONE 2-5 page paper responding to ONE of the following questions.  The papers are due by 9:30 am on the date listed below. (30 points, 15%)

a. paper #1 (due January 23):  Scholars frequently debate the character of Nazi ideology.  Please read the very different selections by J. Goebbels and A. Hitler.   When read together, how do you understand Nazi ideology?  What were its components?  Who did the Nazis identify as their early enemies and as their early supporters?  What, during these early years, were the Nazis’ goals?

b. Paper #2 (due February 13):  In his memoir, Survival in Auschwitz, Levi suggests that prisoners and perpetrators created new forms of normalcy in the camps.  What was “normal” within the camps for the prisoners? For the perpetrators?  How did camp officials create these new standards of normalcy?  What did prisoners do to achieve some sort of normalcy in such an abnormal place?  

c. Paper #3 (Due March 6):  What are the central concerns of Art Spiegelman’s Maus?  Does he convey these concerns effectively?  Provide examples of the ways he does so.  Please also consider whether his book would have been as effective if it had not been in comic book form.

(7) Final Exam The final exam will include short- and essay questions covering the material from the lectures, discussions, and readings.  One required essay question will be accumulative; the short questions and other essay question only will cover material discussed since the hourly exam. (70 points; 35%)

Lecture and Reading Schedule:




Introduction










January 4

Introduction: Why Study the Holocaust

January 9
Universality and Uniqueness:  Thinking about the Holocaust and its place in the History of Genocide 


“The Crime of Genocide”

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/rwanda/reports/dsetexhe.html

discussed 1/10 and 1/12

January 11

The German Jewish Experience:  1800-1918



memoirs Henriette Hirsch [CARMEN]*




discussed in section on 1/12 and 1/17

January 16

Rise of Antisemitism


Wilhelm Marr, “The Victory of Judaism over Germandom” *




Treitschke, “ A Word About our Jewry” *




Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 4-7




Discussed in section on 1/17 and 1/19




The Origins of the Nazi State







January 18

World War I and the Weimar State

Paul von Hindenberg, “The Stab in the Back” *

Ernst Juenger, selection from The Storm of Steel: From the Diary of a German Storm-Troop Officer on the Western Front*

Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 7-28

Discussed in section on 1/19 and 1/24
January 23

The Nazi Rise to Power, 1919-1933 and the Consolidation of the Nazi

State


J. Goebbels, “Why do we want to join the Reichstag?” http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/angrif06.htm
Adolf Hitler, “Mein Kampf (excerpts)

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc4.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 2

Discussed in section on 1/24 and 1/26




Paper #1 Due




The Nazi State 1933-1939








January 25

SPEAKER
Nazi Policies Toward German Jewry




Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, introduction and chapters 

1-2


“Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor” http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurmlaw2.html

“Reich Citizenship Law”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurmlaw3.html

discussed 1/26 and 1/31

January 30

German Jewish Response



Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapters 3-4




Heydrich, “Instructions”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc49.html

Robert Weltsch, “Wear it with Pride, the Yellow Badge”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc14.html



Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, chapter 5 (recommended only)
discussed 1/31 and 2/2




The Final Solution









February 1
Experiments in Brutality in Germany and Poland:  Euthanasia and Ghettoization: 



The Diary of David Sierakowiak, introduction,  pp, 64-71 and 86-91*



Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 5 



Discussed 2/2 and 2/7

February 6

Exam
February 8

The Final Solution:  Einsatzgruppen




“Wannsee Conference” 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc117.html

“The Wehrmacht and the Einsatzgruppen,”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part3/doc176.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 6

Discussed 2/9 and 2/14

February 13

The Final Solution:  The Camps




Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz



Discussed 2/14 and 2/16




PAPER #2 DUE
February 15

Nazi Violence in Europe, 1942-1945


‘Confidential Instructions for the Mayors of the Ghetto Centers”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/confidential.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 7

Discussed 2/16 and 2/21




Victims, Perpetrators and Bystanders






February 20

Speaker




Art Spiegelman, Maus I and II



Discussed 2/21 and 2/23

February 22

Resistance





Goebbels Diary on the Resistance



http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc148.html
“Call To Resistance by the Jewish Fighting Agency”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc138.html
Gad Beck, selections from memoir*
Discussed 2/23 and 2/28

February 27

The Church




Taylor letter


http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/taylorlet.html



“Easter Message in Vatican City”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/pius041341.html



Discussed 2/28 and 3/2

March 1

Western Europe and the United States



“War Refugee Board Receives Report on Final Solution”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/wrbrep.html


discussed 3/2 and 3/7

March 6

The Aftermath




Liberation narratives and film

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/phistories/phi_liberation_encounter_uu.htm
Murrow, “Report from Buchenwald”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/murrow.html
discussed 3/7 and 3/9




PAPER #3 DUE



Current Questions







March 8

The Holocaust In Court:  Extradition, Hate-Crime, and Holocaust Denial

Recommended:  “Holocaust Denier Loses Libel Suit”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/irving.html
Final Exam:  Thursday, March 15 9:30-11:18

Policies

(1) Examinations and Writing Assignments:  There will be two exams in connection with this course: a midterm exam and a final. These exams will require you to synthesize materials from lecture, class discussions, and readings.  There also will be quizzes and in-class writing assignments.  You must take the exams, in-class writing assignments, and quizzes at the scheduled time.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons, such as a medical or legal emergency. In accordance with departmental policy, the student will be expected to present proof of the emergency, such as an official statement from the University Medical Center.  If you need to take a make-up exam, you must submit your proof of emergency to me within 9 days of the scheduled (missed) exam. All make up work is to be completed by March 8 (by 4:00 pm).

(2) Grade complaints must be made in writing and only after 24 hours have passed after grades are distributed. All grade complaints should first be directed to your DSL.

(3) In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

(4) Papers are due in section on the dates stated.  Any late work will be detracted by 2 points per day beginning at the end of class.  

(5) Please turn of cell-phones at the beginning of class.  No cell phones are allowed in class and laptop computers can only be used with the permission of the instructor or a DSL.

(6) During the exams, you must put all of your personal items, knapsacks, papers, etc. on the floor.  No papers may be left out during the exam.  

(7) A copy of this syllabus can be found on carmen.  Kindly use this copy of the syllabus to verify readings, class assignments, or schedules.  David Dennis and I will refer you to the website if you contact us regarding matters pertaining to the syllabus.

(8) Please note that David and I are not necessarily accessible via email at night or during the weekends.  If you would like to be in contact with us, you would be wisest to contact us during the day or early evening. 
(9) All students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.  Please do so by the third week of class.
(10) ACADEMIC INTEGRITY (ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT): 
The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”
The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please contact me.

Other sources of information on academic misconduct (integrity) to which you can refer include:

The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html)

EXTRA CREDIT
Students have the option of receiving extra credit for up to two of the following assignments (you must choose among a and b; you can not write 2 film reviews).  They must be completed by the dates set out below.  (1.5 points each; Extra Credit will only count towards students whose final average is a D or higher.) 

(a) Attending the office hours of myself or David Dennis by:

January 23  
(last name A-H) 

January 25
(last name I-Q)  

January 30
(last name Q-Z)  
(b) Evaluate one of the following films and write a 1-3 page response paper considering how the film-maker has attempted to come to terms with the Nazi State or the Holocaust.   Make sure you pay attention to the use of language, imagery, light, color, character development, and sound.  The due date for each paper is set out below.  Please make sure that you give yourself enough time to locate, obtain, and watch the film.  All of the films can be obtained at local libraries. Submit your review to your DSL by 9:00 am on the date listed below:

 
Cabaret (January 23)

Europa, Europa (February 1)

Life is Beautiful (February 6)

Paragraph 175 (February 13)

The Pianist (February 15)

Downfall (February 20)

Au Revoir Les Enfants (February 22)

The Truce (February 27)

Nasty Girl (March 1)

Walk on Water (March 6)

Gebürtig (March 8)

Sophie’s Choice (March 8)

Wednesday’s Section Reading Schedule

January 3

No Class

January 5
Introduction

January 10 
“The Crime of Genocide”

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/rwanda/reports/dsetexhe.html
January 17

memoirs Henriette Hirsch [CARMEN]*


Wilhelm Marr, “The Victory of Judaism over Germandom” *




Treitschke, “ A Word About our Jewry” *




Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 4-7

January 24

Paul von Hindenberg, “The Stab in the Back” *

Ernst Juenger, selection from The Storm of Steel: From the Diary of a German Storm-Troop Officer on the Western Front*


J. Goebbels, “Why do we want to join the Reichstag?” http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/angrif06.htm
Adolf Hitler, “Mein Kampf (excerpts)

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc4.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide,  chapters 1-2
January 31

Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, introduction and chapters 

1-2 


“Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor” http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurmlaw2.html

“Reich Citizenship Law”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurmlaw3.html



Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapters 3-4




Heydrich, “Instructions”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc49.html



Robert Weltsch, “Wear it with Pride, the Yellow Badge”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc14.html
February 7
 The Diary of David Sierakowiak, introduction,  pp, 64-71 and 86-91*



Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 5  
February 14

“Wannsee Conference” 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc117.html

“The Wehrmacht and the Einsatzgruppen,”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part3/doc176.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 6

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
February 21

‘Confidential Instructions for the Mayors of the Ghetto Centers”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/confidential.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 7




Art Spiegelman, Maus I and II
February 28

Goebbels Diary on the Resistance



http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc148.html
“Call To Resistance by the Jewish Fighting Agency”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc138.html
Gad Beck, selections from memoir*




Taylor letter


http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/taylorlet.html



“Easter Message in Vatican City”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/pius041341.html
March 7

 “War Refugee Board Receives Report on Final Solution”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/wrbrep.html



Liberation narratives and film

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/phistories/phi_liberation_encounter_uu.htm
Murrow, “Report from Buchenwald”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/murrow.html
Friday Section’s Reading Schedule

January 5

Introduction: No Reading

January 12 
“The Crime of Genocide”

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/rwanda/reports/dsetexhe.html



memoirs Henriette Hirsch [CARMEN]*
January 19

Wilhelm Marr, “The Victory of Judaism over Germandom” *




Treitschke, “ A Word About our Jewry” *




Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 4-28

Paul von Hindenberg, “The Stab in the Back” *

Ernst Juenger, selection from The Storm of Steel: From the Diary of a German Storm-Troop Officer on the Western Front*

January 26

J. Goebbels, “Why do we want to join the Reichstag?” http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/angrif06.htm
Adolf Hitler, “Mein Kampf (excerpts)

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc4.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 2




Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, introduction and chapters 

1-2


“Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor” http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurmlaw2.html

“Reich Citizenship Law”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurmlaw3.html
February 2

Heydrich, “Instructions”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc49.html



Robert Weltsch, “Wear it with Pride, the Yellow Badge”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc14.html 



The Diary of David Sierakowiak, introduction,  pp, 64-71 and 86-91*



Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapters 3-5 

Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, chapter 5 (recommended only)
February 9

“Wannsee Conference” 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc117.html

“The Wehrmacht and the Einsatzgruppen,”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part3/doc176.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 6

February 16

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

‘Confidential Instructions for the Mayors of the Ghetto Centers”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/confidential.html
Doris Bergen, War & Genocide, chapter 7

February 23

Art Spiegelman, Maus I and II





Goebbels Diary on the Resistance



http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc148.html
“Call To Resistance by the Jewish Fighting Agency”

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part2/doc138.html
Gad Beck, selections from memoir*

March 2 

Taylor letter


http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/taylorlet.html



“Easter Message in Vatican City”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/pius041341.html


“War Refugee Board Receives Report on Final Solution”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/wrbrep.html
March 9

Liberation narratives and film

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/phistories/phi_liberation_encounter_uu.htm
Murrow, “Report from Buchenwald”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/murrow.html
Art Spiegelman, Maus I and II



(Judd, 11)

