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Course Description
“Foundations of Chinese Civilization” is designed to introduce students to Chinese—and, to some extent, East Asian—culture and society.  To that end, it treats the foundational period of Chinese history up through the early imperial period, that is, from the time of earliest human settlement in China through the Tang dynasty (618-907).  Within this chronological framework, the course focuses on the development of the major schools of thought and belief (Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism), the evolution of a distinctively Chinese political philosophy and its practical expression in the formation of a bureaucratic imperial state, and the great achievements of Chinese poets and artists. In short, “Foundations of Chinese Civilization” provides a survey of what became the fundamental values and ideas of East Asian culture as they evolved in early China. We conclude the course with a discussion of the transmission of Chinese ideas and institutions to Korea and Japan and the continuing relevance of these ideas and institutions in East Asia today.

History 342 serves two goals:  First, it is an overview of the basic principles and assumptions of Chinese society and as a foundation for the study of later Chinese history from the tenth century through the present.  Second, since the Chinese language and literary arts, Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, and the ideal of the centralized state all came to have a strong influence on the histories of Korea and Japan, this course provides an introduction to the major themes of East Asian history broadly defined.  

History 342 is a lecture-and-discussion course.  The lectures treat the major themes in early Chinese political and economic history: the early development of a centralized bureaucratic state and the ideal of a unified China; the complex “international” trade routes that link South, Central, and East Asia from the second century BCE to the tenth century CE; and the use and transformation of the Chinese state model in Japan and Korea.  Discussions, based on readings in primary materials, will focus on intellectual and cultural topics: the rich variety of political theories and philosophies, the “Hundred Schools,” that flourished from the sixth through the second centuries B.C.E. and profoundly influenced the intellectual history of China and, more broadly, all of East Asia; the development of the state ideology  under the Han dynasty; the role of Buddhism in Chinese society and its development in China; and the cosmopolitan literary culture of the Tang.

Course Objectives
By the end of the quarter, students who have conscientiously and thoughtfully listened to the lectures, done all the required readings, and participated in the class discussions, should have gained, first, a clear grasp of the fundamental principles and values of the major schools of Chinese (and East Asian) thought and belief--Confucianism, Daoism, Legalism, and Buddhism; and second, an understanding of the development of the imperial bureaucratic state that served not only as the foundation of Chinese government but also as a model for Korean and Japanese governments as well. They should also be prepared to take the more advanced courses in Chinese and Japanese history offered at OSU.  Several required primary-source analyses will help students practice historical analysis, critical thinking, and writing; the midterm and final examinations will help develop the skills of historical synthesis. 

Required Readings:

The following materials are available for purchase at the Student Book Exchange:


Charles O. Hucker, China to 1850, A Short History (1975).


Laozi, Tao te ching, translated by D.C. Lau (1963). Please be sure to get the the D.C. 

Lau translation.

T.R. Reid, Confucius Lives Next Door: What Living in the East Tells Us About Living in the 

West (1999).



Packet for History 342 (“Zip Notes” for History 342).

From time to time I will also ask you to consult A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization, a website (http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/) that contains images and maps of early China.
NB: We will use pinyin as the method of romanizing Chinese in the course.  Many of the assigned texts, however, still employ the Wade-Giles system.  A conversion chart and information on the two systems (as well as on Chinese names and dating) will be handed out in class.

The syllabus, lecture outlines, and assignments will all be available on Carmen.
Course Requirements

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Students are responsible for all materials, lectures, discussions, and readings.  All work handed in for the course must be the work of the student alone. All university rules regarding academic misconduct apply (“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct  wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with papers and examinations).  It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with these rules (see the Code of Student Conduct, http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp; or, for a discussion of plagiarism, http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/research_plagiarism.htm ). If you have any questions about procedures for documentation and citation, contact the instructor for the course. Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. 

This syllabus and any study aids supplied to the students in this course are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  Any further instructions regarding course requirements given verbally by the instructor are as binding as written instructions.

More specifically, the requirements for the course are:

1. Attendance and Class Participation.  Since this is a lecture-and-discussion course, a significant portion of your grade is based on your attendance and participation in class discussions (marked with an asterisk* on the Course Outline).  Participation in the class discussions should be based on careful reading of the works listed under the relevant class meeting; and students should have completed the reading before the class meeting.  I will hand out discussion questions for the reading, to guide you through the texts.  Students are required to write out a response to one of these questions and to bring the response to the relevant class, unless they have chosen to write a source analysis for that class.  20%.


2. A map assignment, due in class session 17. 5%

3. One short paper (3-4 pages), a primary source analysis of the thought of Confucius, due in class session 6. 15%

4. One other short paper (3-4 pages), a primary source analysis of any of the four options listed on the syllabus (see sessions 7, 8, 11, and 15).  15%

5. A midterm examination.  This will consist of take-home essay questions, due in class session 10, and a brief in-class indentification quiz in session 12. 20%


6. A final examination on Monday, June 4, 9:30-11:18.  25%
Further instructions will be provided for all the assignments. 

All essay-type written work is graded according to three major criteria: a) the quality of the analysis or argument; b) the accuracy, relevance, and quantity of evidence provided to support the analysis or argument; and c) the quality and effectiveness of the organization and writing.  Remember to keep copies, electronic or paper, of all written work.
All written work is due in class on the days indicated in the Course Outline.  Do not skip class to complete an assignment.  I will accept papers up to 5:00 P.M. on the day they are due, if you have attended that day’s class—otherwise, your paper will be considered late. I cannot accept assignments via e-mail. 

No late assignments will be accepted without the prior agreement of the instructor and/or the submission of a doctor's note.  Course overloads and work duties are not acceptable excuses for late assignments, missed exams, or for failure to participate fully in other class activities.  Late papers and exams will be marked down one-third grade (that is, an “A” becomes an “A-”) for each day they are late, weekends included.  

Students concerned about their writing skills are encouraged to consult the OSU Writing Center (http://cstw.osu.edu). 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriate accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Course Outline:

Week 1_______________________________________________________________________                          

M (3/26)     1. Introduction: Geography and Language.





"Chinese Names, Dates, and Romanization" (handout).




“Geography” unit in A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization 

(http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/)
A. The Emergence of Chinese Civilization.

W (3/28)     2. Neolithic Cultures in China.





Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 1-24.




“Neolithic Tomb at Dawenkou” in the “Ancient Tombs” unit in A 
Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization
Week 2_______________________________________________________________________

M (4/2)       *3. The Shang Dynasty: Religion and the Origins of the Bureaucratic State.





“The Oracle Bones and the Shang State” (Packet, #1).





Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 25-31.




“Shang tomb of Fu Hao” in the “Ancient Tombs” unit in A Visual 

Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization
W (4/4)       *4. Zhou Feudalism: The Mandate of Heaven.





Early Chinese Political Ideals: Excerpts from the Classic of History 
and the Classic of Songs (Packet, #2 & #3)




Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 31-42.
“Western Zhou tomb of the Count of Yu” and “Eastern Zhou tomb of 
the Marquis Yi” in the “Ancient Tombs” unit in A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization

Week 3___________________________________________________________________


M (4/9)        5. The Warring States and the Hundred Schools.




Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 42-51.
W (4/11)    *6. Confucius.





From the Analects of Confucius (Packet, #4)
Paper on Confucius due.

Week 4____________________________________________________________________

M (4/16)    *7. The Confucian School: Mencius and Xunzi.





Excerpts from the Mencius (Packet, #5)





Excerpts from Xunzi (Packet, #6)




Source analysis option 1 due. 
W (4/18)    *8. Daoism




Tao te ching, pp. 57-143.





Excerpts from Zhuangzi (Packet, #7)




Source analysis option 2 due.
B. The Early Chinese Imperial System: Qin and Han.

Week 5______________________________________________________________________


M (4/23)   *9. Legalism and the Founding of the First Empire: Li Si and Qin Shihuangdi.





Excerpts from Han Feizi (Packet, #8a and b)




Excerpts from the memorials of Li Si (Packet, #9)





Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 51-54.



W (4/25)   10. Hero





Take-home midterm due.
Week 6______________________________________________________________________


M (4/30)  *11. The Han Imperial State and the Chinese World Order.





Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 55-72.




Excerpts from Discourses on Salt and Iron (Packet, #10)




Source analysis option 3 due.

W (5/2)   *12. The Grand Historian: Sima Qian and History in Early China





Sima Qian [Ssu-ma Ch’ien], “Letter to Ren An [Jen An]” and 
“Biographies of Money-makers” (Packet, #11 and 12)




In-class quiz.
Week 7_____________________________________________________________________
M (5/7)   *13. Han Society: Women and the Family.








Ban Zhao [Pan Chao], “Lessons for Women” (Packet, #13)





Liu Xiang [Liu Hsiang], “The Mother of Mencius” (Packet, #14)





“Han tomb of Liu Sheng” in the “Ancient Tombs” unit in A Visual 

Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization


W (5/9)    14. Political Disunion and the Introduction of Buddhism.



Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 73-85.




“Buddhism” unit in A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization
Week 8_____________________________________________________________________
M (5/14)  *15.  Buddhism in China: Chan.





Huineng, “The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch” (Packet, #15).





Source analysis option 4 due.
C. China Reunited: The Glory of the Tang 

W (5/16)   16. China’s Golden Age: The Tang. 



Hucker, China to 1850, pp. 86-101.




“Changan,” in Cities of Destiny (Packet, #16)




“The Glory of T’ang,” in The Golden Peaches of Samarkand (Packet, 
#17)
Week 9_____________________________________________________________________

M (5/22)  17. The Cosmopolitan Age: The Silk Road and Contacts with Central Asia

(Start reading T.R. Reid, Confucius Lives Next Door.)
W (5/23)   18. Poetry and the Aristocratic Society of the Tang.



“Calligraphy” unit in A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization
Week 10____________________________________________________________________

M (5/28)   19.  No class: Memorial Day


W (5/30)   20.  The Legacy of the Early Chinese Empire in East Asia Today




T.R. Reid, Confucius Lives Next Door, entire.
Final examination: Monday, June 4, 9:30-11:18
Packet Readings for History 342 (Spring 2007)

1. Oracle Bones and the Shang State: “Late Shang Divination Records,” excerpt from Patricia Buckley Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook (New York: The Free Press, 1993), pp. 3-5.

2. Early Chinese Political Ideals: “From the Canon of Yao” and “From The Numerous Regions,” excerpts from the Classic of History, in William H. McNeill and Jean W. Sedlar, eds., Classical China (New York: Oxford University Press, 1970), pp. 105-119.

3. Early Chinese Political Ideals: Excerpts from the Classic of Songs, in Wm. Theodore de Bary et al., eds., Sources of Chinese Tradition (New York: Columbia University Press, 1960), vol. 1, pp. 12-14.

4. From the Analects of Confucius, from Jonathan M. Keller and Patricia Keller, eds., A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1991), pp. 409-421.

5. The Confucian School: Excerpts from Mencius, translated by D.C. Lau (London: Penguin Books, 1970), pp. 49-59, 74-84, 100-101, 160-170.

6. The Confucian School: Excerpts from Xunzi, from William Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom, comps., Sources of Chinese Tradition (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999; second edition), volume 1, pp. 159-183.
7. Excerpts from Zhuangzi [Chuang Tzu], from Burton Watson, trans., The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu (New York: Columbia University Press, 1970), pp. 36-51, 84-85, 192-193.

8. Excerpts from the Han Feizi: 
a. from E.R. Hughes, trans., Chinese Philosophy in Classical Times (London: J.M. Dent & Sons Ltd, 1942), pp. 254-261.

b. from Jonathan M. Keller and Patricia Keller, eds., A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1991), pp. 468-475.

9. Excerpts from the memorials of Li Si, from William Theodore de Bary et al., eds., Sources of Chinese Tradition (New York: Columbia University Press, 1960), volume 1, pp. 136-144.

10. Excerpts from Discourses on Salt and Iron, translated by Essen M. Gale (Taipei: Ch’eng-wen Publishing Company, 1967), pp. 1-39.
11. Sima Qian [Ssu-ma Ch’ien], “Letter to Ren An” [Jen An], in Cyril Birch, ed., Anthology of Chinese Literature (New York: Grove Press, 1965), pp. 95-102.
12. Sima Qian [Ssu-ma Ch’ien], “The Biographies of the Money-makers,” from Records of the Grand Historian of China, trans. Burton Watson (New York: Columbia University Press, 1961), volume 2, pp. 476-499.
13. Ban Zhao, “Lessons for Women,” from Nancy Lee Swann, Pan Chao: Foremost Woman Scholar of China (New York: Century, 1932), pp. 82-90.
14. Liu Xiang, “The Mother of Mencius,” from Patricia Buckley Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook (New York: The Free Press, 1993), pp. 72-74.

15. Huineng, “The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch,” in Jonathan M. Koller and Patricia Koller, eds., A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1991), pp. 508-516.

16. Arthur Wright, “Changan,” in Arnold Toynbee, ed., Cities of Destiny (New York: McGraw Hill Book Company, 1967), pp. 138-149.

17. Edward Schafer, The Golden Peaches of Samarkand (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1963), pp. 7-39.
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