History 342
Introduction to Chinese Civilisation (Up to the Tang period, AD 905)

Winter Quarter 2008

Instructor: Derek Heng

Course Synopsis

 

The Chinese often refer to their history as consisting of 5000 years. Yet, what we understand of China today is based on our knowledge of their experiences over the last one thousand years. What were the foundations of Chinese civilization and culture, since the third millennium BC, which culminated in the nature of Chinese civilization at the beginning of the second millennium AD, and as we understand it today?

This course will provide an overview of Chinese history and culture from the Neolithic period until the end of the first millennium AD. The general themes pertaining to China’s political and social organizations, arts & culture, the economy, religious beliefs, and its interaction with the external world, will be explored.

 

Course Objective

This course will provide students with an overall perspective of the pre-modern history of China, and to provide a basis for understanding basis upon which modern Chinese culture and the state can be understood. This course will also provide the necessary foundational knowledge for upper division courses in Chinese and East Asian history and culture.

The course will be run via a series of lectures and discussion sessions. Students will have the opportunity to think, speak write critically through the reading and study of both primary and secondary sources of information on the topics at hand, and to have a good overview of the various approaches and interpretations towards pre-modern Chinese history and culture.

Readings
 
Textbooks

 

 Patricia Buckley Ebrey (ed.), Chinese Civilisation, A Sourcebook (New York: The Free Press, 1993).

Charles O. Hucker, China to 1850 (California: Stanford University Press, 1978).

John King Fairbank & Merle Goldman, China, A New History (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1998).

 

Other Readings (Also essential!) 

 

Articles and book chapters that may be relevant to the specific classes will be set as essential readings under the library reserve collection (Marion library).

 

Several chapters from W. Scott Morton, China: Its History and Culture (New York: McGraw-Hill Professional, 1995) have to be accessed through the NetLibrary. This internet website may be accessed via osu’s library portal. Go to the library home page, click on the “research databases” link, and then enter a search for “net-library”. You should then be able to access the site content. If you are logging is from outside of Campus, you will need to perform an off-site sign-in first.

  
 

 

Academic Misconduct

  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term
academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

 
Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism:

http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
 
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu/
 
 
 

Accommodation for Disability

Anyone who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.

 
  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

 
 
 
Grading
 
Your grade in this course will comprise: 

Classroom participation (discussion): 15%

Classroom presentation: 15%

2 Map Quizzes: 5% each (total of 10%; to be conducted in weeks 3 & 6)

2 written assignments (1200 words each): 20% each (total of 40%; due in weeks 5 & 8)

Final examination: 20%

 
 
Three special comments: 

1) Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.
2) In order to pass the course, you must pass the Final Exam with at least a 62.

3) I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

 
Here are the grade breakdowns:

A: 92.6 and above

A-: 89.6-92.5

B+: 87.6-89.5

B: 82.6-87.5

B-: 79.6-82.5

C+: 77.6-79.5

C: 72.6-77.5

C-: 69.6-72.5

D+: 67.6-69.5

D: 62-67.5

E: below 62

 
 
 
Grading of your essays and exam answers: 

 
Most of your grade in this course will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned. 

 
I furnish below brief descriptions of how you will earn your essay grades:

         "C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

         "B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data from additional readings not found in the course outline, and a more in-depth analysis than is found in an average “C” essay.

         "A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data from additional readings not found in the course outline, and some indication of independent or extended thought concerning the essay topic at hand.

         As for “D” and “E” essays: usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.

 
One other contributing factor to an essay being marked up or down would be proper footnoting and referencing (or lack thereof) of data, comments and conclusions that have been taken from any source, primary or secondary. 
 

Make-up Exams: 
 
If you have to miss the in-class portion of an exam because of illness or a verifiable emergency, you must contact me, not the TA, before the exam. To make-up any exam, you will have to take it during one of the regularly scheduled exam sessions offered by the Department of History. Only in extraordinary and verifiable cases will I give an extension on the out-of-class essay assignments.

 
 
 
Attendance Policies: 

 
Given the descriptions above with regard to what we expect on your assignments (evidence from the readings and lectures), I expect you to attend regularly. Very often material offered by students during discussions should be included in your answers. Your attendance and participation in class would also determine the final score in the classroom participation component.

 
Course Outline

Week 1.2

Introduction

· Housekeeping matters

Week 2.1

China: Introduction

· Geography

· Economy

· People

Readings:
Hucker, chapter 1.



Fairbank & Goldman, Introduction.

Week 2.2

China: Introduction

· Historiography: How the Chinese remember the past

· Sources of information for Chinese history

· Approaches in this course, and chronology

Readings:
Fairbank & Goldman, chapter 1.


Jessica Rawson, “Introduction”, in Mysteries of Ancient China, edited by Jessica Rawson (London: British Museum Press, 1996), pp. 11 – 30.

Week 3.1

Primordial beginnings: Neolithic China

· Religious beliefs

· Material culture

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 25 – 27.



Fairbank & Goldman, pp. 29 – 33.

Mary Tregear, Chinese Art (London: Thames & Hudson, 1995), chapter 1.

Lei Congyun, “Neolithic sites of religious significance”, in Mysteries of Ancient China, edited by Jessica Rawson (London: British Museum Press, 1996), pp. 219 – 224.

Week 3.2

Shang Dynasty

· Political structure and political economy

· Religious and social beliefs: the archaic bronzes & burial practices

· Urban development and hydraulic culture

· Insiders and outsiders (drawing the borders of China)

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 27 – 31.




Fairbank & Goldman, pp. 33 – 39.

Zheng Zhenxiang, “The royal consort Fu Hao and her tomb”, in Mysteries of Ancient China, edited by Jessica Rawson (London: British Museum Press, 1996), pp. 240 - 248.

Week 4.1

Zhou Dynasty

· Political structure and political economy

· The birth of bureaucracy in China

· Metamorphosis of religious beliefs

· The flourishing of philosophical thought

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 31 – 42.


Jessica Rawson, “The ritual bronze vessels of the Shang and the Zhou”, in Mysteries of Ancient China, edited by Jessica Rawson (London: British Museum Press, 1996), pp. 248 – 265.

Week 4.2

Discussion of primary material

Readings:
Ebrey, chapter 1 – 4.

Week 5.1

Warring States

· Political structure and political economy

· Impetus for the Warring States period (what was at stake)

· Establishing China’s geographical orientation

· Was all of China moving in the same direction?

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 48 – 51.

Fairbank & Goldman, pp. 46 – 54.

Week 5.2


Discussion of primary material

Readings:
Ebrey, chapters 5 – 10 (excluding chapter 8).

Week 6.1

Qin

· Political structure & political economy

· The standardization of life in China

· Establishing a political philosophy for China

· Demarcating the political and cultural boundaries of China (internal & external)

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 51 – 54.



Fairbank & Goldman, pp. 54 – 57.

W. Scott Morton, China: Its History and Culture (New York: McGraw-Hill Professional, 1995), pp. 45 - 49. (Available on NetLibrary, OSU library portal).

Carol Michaelson, Gilded Dragons (London: British Museum Press, 1999), pp. 32 – 42.

Week 6.2

Discussion of primary material

Readings:
Ebrey, chapters 8 & 11.

Chen Lie, “The ancestor cult in ancient China”, in Mysteries of Ancient China, edited by Jessica Rawson (London: British Museum Press, 1996), pp. 269 – 272.

Roger Geopper, “ Precursors and early stages of the Chinese script”, in Mysteries of Ancient China, edited by Jessica Rawson (London: British Museum Press, 1996), pp. 273 – 281.

Week 7.1

Video Hero (1hr 33 minutes)

· You are to research on the internet concerning the issues that the show deals with.

Week 7.2

Western and Eastern Han

· Political reconsolidation and structure

· The place of state philosophy and the bureaucracy

· Managing the economy and the state’s fiscal regime

· International relations

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 55 – 77.



Fairbank & Goldman, pp. 57 – 71.


Albert M. Craig, The Heritage of Chinese Civilization (New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007), chapter 2.


Mary Tregear, Chinese Art (London: Thames & Hudson, 1995), chapter 4.

Week 8.1

Discussion of primary material

Readings:
Ebrey, chapters 12, 13, 14. 


Sima Qian, Historical Records, translated by Raymond Dawson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994), introduction (pp. vii – xx). 

Week 8.2

Period of disunity

· The north-south divide

· How the Chinese reconciled barbarian rule in north China

· Developments in South China

· Influences on Chinese religious beliefs

Readings:
Hucker, pp. 77 – 86.

W. Scott Morton, China: Its History and Culture (New York: McGraw-Hill Professional, 1995), chapter 6.

Week 9.1

Discussion of primary material

Readings:
Ebrey, chapters 21 – 24.

Week 9.2

Sui & Tang

· Reconsolidation of China

· Linking north and south China

· Government, society and economy

· China and the external world

Readings:
Fairbank & Goldman, pp. 72 – 87.

Hucker, pp. 86 – 100.

Albert M. Craig, The Heritage of Chinese Civilization (New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007), pp. 57 – 74.

The Golden Peaches of Samarkand
Week 10.1

Discussion of primary material

Ebrey, chapters 25, 26, 29, 30.

Week 10.2

Review: China at the end of the first millennium AD.
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