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Syllabus: Spring 2007
	The Department of History
Ohio State University

History 350: History of Modern Africa
Meetings: Univ. Hall 0082 on Tues/Thurs @ 1:30-3:18 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

	Instructor

Dr. Ousman Kobo
	Office 

207-D

Dulles Hall
	Phone

247-2719
	kobo.1@osu.edu 

omkobo@yahoo.com

	Office Hrs

Wed 10-12:00; 1:00-3:30 &

By Appointment


Course Summary and Objectives

March 7, 2007 marked the fiftieth-year anniversary of Ghana’s independence.  Since Ghana was the first black African country to attain independence, it is fair to argue that modern Black Africa is barely fifty years old.  The period from 1960, when most other African countries obtained their independence, to the present, has been marked by political and economic crises indicative of young emerging nation-states. This course examines the emergence of modern Africa and the challenges of building viable nation states.  Using an interdisciplinary approach and a variety of teaching materials, we will explore significant episodes and events in African history from the turn of the twentieth-century to the present that help to explain the historical roots of Africa’s current economic, social and political situations.  Our discussion will be guided by the following theme: “Africa, the struggle of a continent for political identity and economic stability.”  Following this theme, we will begin with European colonialism and subsequent emergence of modern nation states, and then proceed to assess the historical contexts of Africa’s putative economic stagnation and persistent political conflicts.  While recognizing the challenges facing Africa, we cannot neglect the continent’s success stories.  We will therefore pay close attention to areas where the continent has made and is still making significant progress.  The final two weeks of the quarter will be dedicated to exploring the impact of African Diaspora culture on modern Africa.
Text books and other Materials
The following are available at SBX and B&N

Guy Arnold. Africa: A Modern History Atlantic Books Ltd. 2005.

David Birmingham. The Decolonization of Africa. Athens. Ohio University Press. 1995.  Ayi Kwei-Armah. The Healers.  Heinemann (African Writers’ Series). 1979
Other materials are placed on Carmen or can be accessed through JSTOR (jstor.org).
Course Requirements
Midterm Exams (25%): Due April 24 at the beginning of class 

The midterm examination will comprise a five page essay (typed and double-space), to be selected from a list of questions. The questions will be distributed on Thursday April 19 at the end of lectures, to be returned on the following Tuesday at the beginning of recitation.

Final Examination 25%: Due June 5 at 2:00
The format of the final exam will be the same as that of the midterm except that it will be longer (six-seven pages long). The questions will be distributed one week in advance, to be returned on the officially assigned date for our final examination. 

Reaction Papers (30%)
Each student will submit six two-page reaction papers on the assigned readings from week three to week nine.  The reaction papers will summarize and comment on the main arguments in that week’s assigned reading.  For a paper to earn all the five points, it has to be well-organized and free from grammatical errors.  You will be given a sample of how to write a reaction paper during the second week.
Map Quiz (5%) 

The map quiz, to be taken in class on Thursday April 5, will test your knowledge of post-independent African countries. To score 5%, you must correctly identify at least 20 out of 25 countries on a blank map.  You will receive a map with all the independent African countries on the first day of class.
Class Participation (15%)

Effective class participation includes completion of the assigned readings before lectures, asking probing questions, and making efforts to respond to questions creatively. Reticence and or failure to demonstrate that you have done the readings will result in a lower grade even if higher grades have been obtained from other assignments.
Late Papers/Take home exams
In fairness to all students, a paper that is submitted late will receive one letter lower grade for each day of tardiness (e.g. from A to B).  Any paper submitted after three days of the due date without the instructor’s permission will receive an automatic “E” grade.  Extension for the assigned papers will not be granted except under extraordinary and verifiable circumstances.  
Incompletes 

I do not grant incompletes except in emergency situations with valid documentation.

Attendance Policies
Regular attendance and active participation is mandatory. To enforce this requirements, attendance will be taken daily at the beginning of lectures and more than three unexcused absences will result in one point lower final grade (e.g. from A to A-).   

My Commitment to Your Success

I am committed to helping you succeed in this course.  I will endeavor to accommodate your needs but in ways that will not give you undue advantage over your colleagues. I therefore strongly encourage you to bring to my attention any difficulties you may encounter with the readings or lectures and to consult me during office hours on issues requiring personal attention.  It is my desire to make this course interesting and productive for you and to help you obtain an excellent grade. You may also find helpful hints on study strategies at http://all.successcenter.ohio-state.edu/
Basic Reading Strategies

First read the introduction and conclusion to identify the main arguments. Write these down. Read the entire texts quickly for details and supporting evidence.  Go back and read relevant parts of the introduction and conclusion, and then examine the evidence that support the argument.  Is the writer providing general information about a historical event or is s/he participating in a debate about a specific argument that historians have not agreed upon? What does the writer contribute to the larger literature? Are you convinced and why?  Write down what you have learned from the reading.  Speed reading is good but don’t read too fast to miss the main points.  Ignore difficult names that are not pertinent to the main idea.  Come to class with questions and be ready to participate in discussion.

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of misconduct wherever committed, including but not limited to cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  I am required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee.  Please consult the Code of Student Conduct at (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp) for additional information.  Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.  
Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

OSU Writing Center
Since your grade for this course will be largely determined by the quality of your writing, I strongly recommend that you make good use of the Writing Center.  Seeking assistance from the Writing Center DOES NOT constitute academic misconduct.  Consult the Center’s website for further information. http://cstw.osu.edu
Announcement from the Chair of Department of History

The Chair of the Department wants all students to know that they must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Unit I
1900-1960: Partition and Colonial Rule
Week One
 
T
3/27
Overview
TH
3/29
Partition of Africa
Read: Shillington, chs. 20 and 21 (Carmen)
Week Two

T
4//3
African resistances to colonial rule
Lovejoy and Hogendorn, “Revolutionary Mahdism and Resistance to Colonial Rule in the Sokoto Caliphate, 1905-6,” Journal of African History, vol. 31, 1990: 217-244 (jstor.org); John Iliffe, “The Organization of the Maji Maji Rebellion,” Journal of African History, vol. viii, no. 3, 1967: 495-512 (jstor.org)
TH
4/5
Colonial economy 
Read: MGerald Bender, “Degredados and the System of Penal Colonization.” Carmen


Film: Congo: White King, Red Rubber, Black Death
Week Three
Decolonization 
T
4/10
Precipitated and control decolonization in West and Central Africa

Read: Arnold, p 1-18 (skim); Birmingham, ch 2 and 4
TH
4/12
Delayed Decolonization in British and Portuguese Eastern and Southern

            
Africa


Read: Birmingham, ch. 3; Arnold ch. 11 and 21


Film: Mau Mau
Reaction paper on the week’s readings due at the beginning of class
Unit II:  Constructing African Political Identity (1945-1960)
WEEK 4

T
4/17
Contending Identities: Pan-Afrianism?
Read: Arnold, p 1-18; Adu Boahen, “Africa and the New World,” p 314-326

TH
4/19
Continentalism, nationalism or regionalism?
Read: Arnold, p 18-52 and ch. 3; Julius Nyerere, “United States of Africa,” Journal of Modern African Studies, vol. 1, no. 1, 1963: 1-6 (jstor.org). 
Midterm distributed in class
Reaction paper on the week’s readings due at the beginning of class

WEEK 5
Racism and Political Domination
T
4/24
Apartheid South Africa

Read: Birmingham ch. 5; Arnold, chs. 12; 13 and 23 and 32
Midterm due at the beginning of class
TH
4/26
Zimbabwe and Namibia


Arnold, chs. 22 and 38

Unit III: 1970-1995: The Turbulent Years
WEEK 6
Political struggles of new nation-states
T
5/1
Political process and political identity 



Arnold, chs. 1, 2 and 4
TH
5/3
Democratic Africa? What democracy? 


Arnold ch. 33

Reaction paper on the week’s readings due at the beginning of class

WEEK 7
Economic challenges
T
5/8
Contending economic development strategies


Arnold ch. 5, 14, and 17

TH
5/10
Debt Crises: Africa in the jaws of IMF and the World Bank? 

Read: J. Barry Riddell, “Things Fall Apart Again: Structural Adjustment Programs in Sub-Saharan Africa,” The Journal of Modern African Studies, vol. 30, no. 1, 1992: 53-68; jstor.org; Sayre Schatz, “The World Bank’s Fundamental Misconception in Africa,”  The International Journal of Modern African Studies, vol. 34 no. 2, 1996: 239-247. jstor.org.
Reaction paper on the week’s readings due at the beginning of class

WEEK 8
National Crises 
T
5/15
Civil wars 



Read: Arnold, ch. 7, 26, and 34


Film, Lumbumba
Reaction paper on the week’s readings due at the beginning of class

TH
5/17
Genocide in Rwanda and Darfur? 



Read: Arnold p 845-859; Ayi-Kwei Armah, p 
WEEK 9
Modern African cultural expressions
T
5/22
African roots of American-Caribbean Black Culture 

Read: Richard Shain, “Roots in Reverse: Cubanismo in the Twentieth-Century Senegalese Music,” International Journal of African Historical Studies, vol. 35, no. 1 (2002): 83-101. jstor.org Ayi-Kwei Armah
TH
5/24
 Music and Cinematography 


Film: Sia
Reaction paper on the week’s readings due at the beginning of class

WEEK 10

T
5/29
Dream Deferred or Failed Nationhood?


Read: Arnold ch. 36 and 40
TH
5/31
Review
Final exam due June 5 @ 2:00 pm in our lecture hall
This syllabus may be revised if necessary and students will be informed of such revision in advance.  We hope you’ll find this course intellectually stimulating. 
