Professor Mansel Blackford

173 Dulles Hall; 292-6341

blackford.1@osu.edu
GTA Mariah Hudson

235 Dulles Hall; 292-4727

Hudson.209@osu.edu

 

HISTORY 368 
INTRODUCTION TO NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY
SPRING, 2004
 

Welcome to Native American history!  In this survey course we shall explore American Indian history from precontact times to the present day.  We shall examine Native American societies and their interactions with other societies in what is now the United States.  We shall look at personal relations, economic interactions, socio-cultural interactions—and their impacts on both Indians and non-Indians in North America.  While most of our time will be spent on developments in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, we shall also look at twentieth-century developments, especially federal government Indian policies and how Indians have reacted to those policies. 

 

All students must be enrolled by the end of the second week of the quarter; no students will be added after that time.  Any student with a University-recognized disability must see me to explain the situation and make suitable arrangements with me.  The Department of History takes the position that note-taking makes an important contribution enhancing the analytical skills necessary to perform good historical work.  Therefore, I have not authorized any note-taking company to take and sell notes for this class.  In addition, I do not allow tape recorders in class.  Nor will I lend notes for the class.  Students who miss a lecture are responsible for getting notes from other students.

 

Required Books:
 

Donald Jackson, ed., Black Hawk: An Autobiography
Theodora Kroeber, Ishi in Two Worlds
Luther Standing Bear, My People the Sioux
Paul Smith and Robert Warrior, Like a Hurricane  
 

Tentative Topics and Reading Assignments:
 

March 29: Introduction: Diversity in the Indian World

March 31: American Attitudes toward Indians 

 

April 5: Ohio Valley and Great Lakes Indians in the Creation of a Middle Ground

April 7: Clash of Empires: British, French, and Indians 

             Discuss Black Hawk, pp. 1-95

 

 

 

April 12: The Erosion of a Middle Ground and the Ohio Country Wars

April 14: Tecumseh and Confederacy

                Discuss Black Hawk, pp. 96-end

 

April 19: Removal Experiences and Indian Religious Responses

April 21: MIDTERM EXAM IN CLASS

 

April 26: California Indians and Spanish Mission Experiences

April 28: Americans and California Indians

 

May 3: The Modoc Indian War, the California Ghost Dance, and Indian Shakerism

May 5: Ishi, the Last Yahi 

            Discuss Ishi, all

            

May 10: Great Plains Indian Life and the Fur Trade

May 12: Warfare

 

May 17: Reservation Experiences, the Ghost Dance, and Wounded Knee

May 19: Federal Indian Policies, 1887-1935 

              Discuss My People, all

 

May 24: Later Federal Indian Policies and Indian Activism

              PAPERS DUE IN CLASS

May 26: Red Power 

 

May 31: Continuing Issues

              Discuss Like a Hurricane, all

              

June 3: Native Americans Today 

            

June 7: FINAL EXAM, 1:30-3:18

 

Written Assignments:

 

Grading will be based on a midterm exam (30%), a paper (30%), and a final exam (40%).  We shall discuss all of these assignments in detail in class.  Late papers will be penalized one full letter grade for each class day they are late.  Make-up exams will be given only to students who have verifiable illnesses or overwhelming personal problems.

 

1.  Midterm Exam.  This 80-minute exam will consist of two equally weighted parts.  Part 1 will consist of 3 of 4 identifications (what? when? where? significance?).  Part 2 will consist of 1 of the following essay questions:

 

A.  We have seen that the French and Algonquian Indians created and sustained something of a middle ground in the Great Lakes region for about a century, 1650-1750.  What were the major elements of this middle ground?  Judging from what you have read in Black Hawk’s autobiography, to what extent do you think that a similar middle ground existed in the Prairie du Chien region?  To the extent that a middle ground existed in Prairie du Chien, what forms did it take?

OR

B.  How and why were Indians defeated by Euro-Americans moving into the Eastern Woodlands?  What were the major reasons for war?  Be sure to use some examples from your reading to support your generalizations.

 

2.  Paper.  Write a 6-8-page-long essay on one of the following topics: 

 

A.  Compare and contrast the ways by which Euro-Americans subdued Indians in California and the Great Plains.  Analyze how Euro-Americans defeated and sought to change Indians in each area and explain the similarities and differences in the methods used.  How effective were Euro-Americans in achieving their goals?  Be sure to use some examples from the readings to support your arguments.

OR

B.  Imagine that you are having cup of coffee at Starbucks, when two Indians from the past--Ishi and Luther Standing Bear--come in and sit down at your table.  They talk with you about how they view American life, society, and culture, including their likes and dislikes.  Summarize or reconstruct the conversation. 

 

3.  Final Exam.  This 2-hour final exam will consist of two equally weighted parts.  Part 1 will consist of 4 of 6 identifications.  Part 2 will consist of 1 of the following essay questions:

 

A.  Discuss the major challenges Native Americans face in modern America, especially as seen in Like a Hurricane.  How well do you think tribal leaders, Red Power advocates, and government officials have addressed those challenges? 

OR

B.  We have read a variety of accounts about Native American life in this class.  Assess the strengths and weaknesses of each account as historical sources.  What are the pros and cons of using each account as a way of understanding history?  What could you learn and not learn from each account?  Why?

 

 

