History 375
The History of Crime and Criminal Justice in the United States
Prof. Randolph Roth

Class:  M-W 8:30-10:18

262 Hopkins Hall
Office hours:  M-W 10:30-noon   
Dulles 165

Phone:  292-6843

E-mail:  roth.5@osu.edu

Course websites:
History 375 website:  http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/roth5/
History 375 research website:  https://carmen.osu.edu/
Chicago Homicide website:  http://homicide.northwestern.edu/
Historical Violence Database website:  http://www.sociology.ohio-state.edu/cjrc/hvd/
Crime and punishment are among the most important issues in contemporary America.  This course offers an introduction to the historical study of crime, criminal law, and criminal justice in the United States from colonial times to the present.  It highlights changes in criminal behavior and in the ways Americans have sought to define and deter crime and to punish and/or rehabilitate criminals.  Primary topics include historical patterns of violence, the role and organization of the police, and the evolution of punishment in theory and practice.  The course emphasizes differences in crime and punishment by region, class, ethnicity, gender, and age.  Topics will include riots, homicide, sexual assaults, capital punishment, organized crime, the drug trade, gangs, prisons, policing, jurisprudence, and official violence.

Required Reading
Walker, Samuel (1998) Popular Justice: A History of American Criminal Justice, 2nd ed. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Colvin, Mark (1997) Penitentiaries, Reformatories, and Chain Gangs: Social Theory and the History of Punishment in Nineteenth-Century America.  New York: St. Martin's Press.

Butterfield, Fox (1995) All God's Children: The Bosket Family and the American Tradition of Violence. New York: William Morrow.

Reppetto, Thomas A. (2004) American Mafia: A History of Its Rise to Power. New York: Henry Holt.

Michael Massing (1998) The Fix. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Grading
Discussion and Attendance (10% of grade)

Weekly Quizzes on the Readings (10% of grade)

Midterm and Final Examinations (40% of grade)

Research Project / Essay (project 15% of grade, essay 25% of grade):  You will be asked to turn in your research notes on crime in Chicago, Illinois, and an interpretive essay (5 to 6 pages in length) on the history of a particular crime or kind of crime in the nineteenth century.  The assignment is described below.
Due Dates and Examination Dates


Research Notes:  
Wednesday, April 25
Midterm:  

Monday, April 30

Research Paper:  
Wednesday, May 16 


Final Examination:  
Monday, June 4
7:30-9:18

Weekly Assignments

Week 1 (March 26 & 28):  Introduction; Child Murder; Crime and Criminal Justice in Colonial and Revolutionary America
Walker, Popular Justice, vii, 1-46

Week 2 (April 2):  Crime and Criminal Justice in the Colonial and Revolutionary America

NO CLASS:  Wednesday, April 4

Walker, Popular Justice, 49-111

Week 3 (April 9 & 11):  Crime and Criminal Justice in the Nineteenth Century
Colvin, Penitentiaries, Reformatories, and Chain Gang:  pp. ix-x, 29-107, 129-84, 199-253, and 267-73.
Week 4 (April 16 & 18):  History of Violence; Crime and Criminal Justice in the Early Twentieth Century
Butterfield, All God’s Children, xiii-xvii, 3-67

Walker, Popular Justice, 112-79

Week 5 (April 23 & 25):  Organized Crime:  The Early Years

Reppetto, American Mafia, ix-131

Research Notes:  due Wednesday, April 25
Week 6 (April 30 and May 2):  Organized Crime, The Later Years

Midterm:  Monday, April 30

Reppetto, American Mafia, 132-277


Week 7 (May 7 & 9):  Crime and Violence in the Early Twentieth Century

Butterfield, All God’s Children, 71-227
Week 8 (May 14 & 16):  Crime and Violence in the Twentieth Century

Butterfield, All God’s Children, 231-334
Research Paper:  due Wednesday, May 16

Week 9 (May 21 & 23):  Drugs and Drug Policy

Michael Messing, The Fix
Week 10 (May 28 & 30):  Crime and Criminal Justice in the Late Twentieth Century; Drugs and Drug Policy
Walker, Popular Justice, 180-243

Final Examination:  Monday, June 4
7:30-9:18
Research Project

The research project for this quarter will require each of you to work through half a month of issues of the Chicago Tribune, one of the city’s important daily newspapers.  The Tribune is available on-line through the OSU Library website.  To access the website:

1) On the home page of the OSU Library, click on “Research Databases”

2) Type “Chicago Tribune” in the Find-A-Database box and click on “FIND”

3) Click on ProQuest Historical Newspapers

4) For the “Database” select “News – The Historical Chicago Tribune.”  Enter the dates of the issues you would like to search in the “Date range” boxes and the term (or terms) you’d like to search for in the top box, and click “Search.”  That’s all there is to it.


Each member of the class will be assigned a particular month in the late 1870s.  You will be asked to make a note of every article on crime or criminal justice (the police, courts, prisons, etc.) in Chicago during the half month you study.  Please note for each article:  

1) The date of the newspaper

2) The web address of the article

3) The subject of the article

4) The nature of the criminal(s) and victim(s)

5) The outcome of any trial or judicial proceeding

6) Any other information you consider important to know about the crime, the trial, etc.

You will be asked to take more detailed notes on each homicide or homicide trial mentioned in the newspaper during the half month you study.  Please keep your notes on homicides on formatted electronic worksheets so they can be shared among members of the class and added to the Historical Violence Database sponsored by the Criminal Justice Research Center at Ohio State.  The homicide data you gather will also be added to the database of the Chicago Historical Homicide Project sponsored by the Northwestern University School of Law.  You will be credited personally on these websites for your work, so please make sure you do a good job.  Your classmates and future researchers will rely on your work (and check it), so it is important that you do your work carefully and accurately.  The addresses of these websites are:

www.sociology.ohio-state.edu/cjrc/hvd
homicide.northwestern.edu


 The purpose of the research project is to try to understand what kinds of crimes Chicagoans committed in the nineteenth century and why.  To do that, you should think not only about the articles on crimes in Chicago, but about articles on crimes that occurred outside Chicago and about articles on other subjects:  politics, the economy, etc.  Take notes on events, social trends, or social issues that you think might help you understand the character of crime and justice in nineteenth-century Chicago.  Your essays (5-6 pp.) should sum up your findings and your thoughts about crime and justice in the month you studied, as well as your impressions of all the homicides that occurred in the early 1880s in Chicago (which are on homicide.northwestern.edu website).  If we can work out the logistics, we’ll try to make everyone’s homicide worksheets available by the end of the term, so that you can look at more than your own homicide notes as you think about the character and causes of crime.


In sum, you will be asked to turn in three things (electronic submissions via the Carmen website):

1) An electronic copy of your notes

2) Electronic worksheets on each homicide

3) A hard copy and an electronic copy of your 5-6 pp. essays on crime and justice in the month you study.

You will be evaluated on the quality of your notes, the quality of your homicide worksheets, and on the quality of your short essays.

We will discuss in class how to use the Chicago Tribune on-line and how to take notes on the articles you find.

Research Essay


You may write your research essay on any topic on crime, criminal justice, or perceptions of crime or criminal justice in the nineteenth century, using the Chicago Tribune as your source.  You may write on a particular case (perhaps one that you found in your research project) or on a problem that will require a keyword search of the Chicago Tribune database, such as “executions,” “robbery,” “embezzlement,” “Joliet” state prison, etc.  The database is easy to use, so you should be able to gather enough evidence quickly to write on any topic.
History Department and University Policies

Learning Objectives in History:  In history courses, we hope that students will:
1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish students insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.

2. Develop critical thinking skills through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.

3. Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

4. Improve communications skills in exams, papers, discussions.
1. Enrollment Deadlines

“All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.”

2. Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
3. Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

