History 398: Introduction to Historical Thought and Methods 
(Spring 2007)
​
Call Number 11205-9



Cynthia Brokaw

MW 1:30-3:18




157 Dulles Hall, 2-7241

Dulles 0024





Office Hours:  MW 3:30-
5:00 or by appointment  

(brokaw.22@osu.edu)

Course Description

This course, required of all history majors, introduces the discipline and methods of history.  It explores the ways in which historians investigate and interpret the past—that is, what it means to do historical research and “think historically.”  Through the readings, discussions, in-class exercises, and writing assignments, we will work to develop both the analytical and technical skills required for historical study.  We will learn how to identify and analyze the arguments of historical texts; identify the types of sources, both primary and secondary, that are available to reconstruct the past; and think critically about the processes of source selection and interpretation that lie at the heart of all history writing.  We will also study how to cite sources properly (in both notes and bibliographies), use library and computer resources, and write research papers.  

History 398 is designed as a workshop and discussion class, featuring a combination of in-class discussions, group activities, independent research, and oral presentations.  Consequently, the success of the course depends on the active and informed participation of all students.  In particular I urge students not to hesitate to ask questions about the material—the process of history is, after all, in large part one of asking questions.  Please visit me in my office (either during office hours, noted above, or by appointment at some other time) if you have questions or concerns about the course.

Required Readings:

The reading assignments are listed on the Course Outline under the date and class title for which they are due. The following books are available for purchase:
Josephine Tey, Daughter of Time (1951, 1995).
John Lewis Gaddis, The Landscape of History (2004).
James Davidson and Mark Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection 
(2005).
Other readings and exercises will be distributed in class.
A highly recommended resource is Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  This work is not required for the course, but would be a very useful reference for history majors.  It is available at the Reference Desk of the Main Library (LB 2369 .T8 1996).

Course Requirements and Grading Policies:

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Students are responsible for all materials, lectures, discussions, and readings.  All work handed in for the course must be the work of the student alone. All university rules regarding academic misconduct apply (“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct  wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with papers and examinations).  It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with these rules (see the Code of Student Conduct, http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp; or, for a discussion of plagiarism, http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/research_plagiarism.htm ). If you have any questions about procedures for documentation and citation, contact a member of the instructional staff for the course. Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. 

This syllabus and any study aids supplied to the students in this course are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  Any further instructions regarding course requirements given verbally by the instructor are as binding as written instructions.

More specifically, the requirements for the course are:

1) Attendance and participation in class discussion.  Since this is a workshop and discussion course, it is necessary to do the reading for each class ahead of time, attend class, and participate in class discussion of the reading.  Any short exercises will also be part of your attendance and participation grade. 30%.

2) A short paper on Josephine Tey’s Daughter of Time, due 4/2. 10 %.

3)  Précis of Chapter 2 of Landscape of History, due 4/18.  10%

4)  Paper topic, due 4/25; and paper proposal, due 5/2.  10%
5)  Oral presentation on research project.  10%
6)  Final research paper, due 6/6. 30%
Further information will be provided for all assignments. 

All essay-type written work is graded according to three major criteria: a) the quality of the analysis or argument; b) the accuracy, relevance, and quantity of evidence provided to support the analysis or argument; and c) the quality and effectiveness of the organization and writing.  Remember to keep copies, electronic or paper, of all written work.
All written work is due in class on the days indicated in the Course Outline.  Do not skip class to complete an assignment.  I will accept papers up to 5:00 P.M. on the day they are due, if you have attended that day’s class—otherwise, your paper will be considered late. I cannot accept assignments via e-mail. 

No late assignments will be accepted without the prior agreement of the instructor and/or the submission of a doctor's note.  Course overloads and work duties are not acceptable excuses for late assignments, missed exams, or for failure to participate fully in other class activities.  Late papers and exams will be marked down one-third grade (that is, an “A” becomes an “A-”) for each day they are late, weekends included.  

Students concerned about their writing skills are encouraged to consult the OSU Writing Center (http://cstw.osu.edu). 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Course Outline

Week 1

I. Introduction

3/26 
M 
1. Introduction: What is History?

3/28 
W 
2. History in Film




Richard III, directed by Ian McKellan.




Handout on Richard III.
Week 2
4/2  
M
3. “History is Bunk”




Josephine Tey, Daugher of Time, entire.




Short paper due.


4/4 
 W 
4. The Work of the Historian



John Lewis Gaddis, The Landscape of History, chapter 1.

II. Locating and Evaluating Sources

Week 3
4/9  
M
5.  Library Resources (Dr. David Lincove, University Library)

Meet in the Sullivant Hall Library, Room 205)
4/11
 W
6.  History on the Internet (Dr. David Staley, Goldberg Center, 
Department of History)
Week 4
4/16
M
7. The Ohio State University Archives (Dr. Raimond Goerler)
4/18
W
8. The Ohio Historical Society (Ms. Elizabeth Plummer)



Précis of Gaddis, Landscape of History, chapter 2, due.

\Week 5

4/23
M
9. Selecting Evidence and Sources



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Prologue (“The Strange Death 
of Silas Deane”)




Gaddis, Landscape of History, chapter 3.
4/25
W      10. Reading Documents



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 3 (“Declaring 
Independence”).



           Gaddis, Landscape of History, chapter 4.



           Research paper topic due.

Week 6
4/30
M      11. Oral History

Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 8 (“The View from 
the Bottom Rail”).




Gaddis, Landscape of History, Chapter 5.
5/2
W      12. Evidence from Material Culture 



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter (“Material Witness”).



Gaddis, Landscape of History, Chapter 6.




Research paper proposal due.

Week 7
5/7
M
13. History in Pictures and Mass Media



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 9 (“The Mirror with a 

Memory”) and Chapter 14 (“From Rosie to Lucy”).
III. Approaches to Historical Analysis

5/9
W
14. History and Theory



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 5 (“Jackson’s 
Frontier—and Turner’s”).




Gaddis, Landscape of History, Chapter 7
Week 8
5/14
M
15. History as Social Science: The Use of Models




Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 13 (“The Decision to 
Drop the Bomb”).

Project presentations.

5/16
W
16.  Political History



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 10 (“USDA 
Government Inspected”).




Project presentations.
Week 9
5/21
M
17. Social History



Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 1 (“Serving Time in 

Virginia”).




Project presentations.
5/23
W
18.  Careers in History (Ms. Alison Plunkett, Career Services)



Project Presentations.




Draft of research paper due.

Week 10
5/28 
M 
No Class: Memorial Day

5/30
W
19. Conclusion: What is History?




Gaddis, Landscape of History, chapter 8.

Term paper due in final form: Wednesday, June 6, by 5:00.
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