History 398

Introduction to Historical Thought & Methods
Winter 2007
Mon & Wed 1:30-3:18 pm

Cockins Hall 232
Dr. Lilia Fernández

Email: 
fernandez.96@osu.edu


Assistant Professor 

Phone:  614-292-7884

History Department

Office:
 224 Dulles Hall
Office Hours:   Mon 4:30-5:30 pm, Tues 2:00- 3:00 pm, or by appointment

Course Description & Objectives

History is the study of the past. Yet when we think about history, we seldom think about how our knowledge of the past gets produced, where our evidence comes from, and how the narratives we tell about the past are constructed. This course will introduce prospective history majors to the practices, methodology, and techniques of historians. We will examine what kinds of sources historians use, and how they use them. We will discuss what kinds of questions historians ask, and how these questions ultimately impact the answers that are obtained. Under the thematic umbrella of U.S. Ethnic History, we will examine a number of different American ethnic histories and see how historians have crafted their narratives and why they have told the stories they tell.

At the end of this course, students will have

· developed their writing skills to produce more concise, coherent, clear, and elegant writing

· developed their oral presentation skills

· strengthened analytical and critical reading skills, including learning how to locate and interpret historical evidence

· become familiar with important terms, concepts, themes, and methods in history

**NOTE: In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.  If you are registered in this course by the second week, I am assuming that you will participate fully in this course and have committed yourself to our endeavors for the entire quarter.
Required Texts

Catherine Choy, Empire of Care: Nursing and Migration in Filipino American History (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003) 
Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own: Race, Labor, and Citrus in the Making of Greater Los Angeles, 1900-1970 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001). 
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006) 
Richard White, Remembering Ahanagran: Storytelling in a Family’s Past (Hill & Wang, 1998).
Additional readings are online at http://carmen.osu.edu and marked below with an asterisk (*). 
Books are available for purchase at SBX and Barnes & Noble bookstores and should be on reserve at the library
Course Policies & Procedures

Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. Extensions will not be allowed unless they have been arranged ahead of time with the instructor and for extenuating circumstances only. 

Reading: Students are expected to complete all readings before the corresponding class meeting and should therefore manage their time in order to do all readings each week. As a 5-hour course, you should expect to dedicate approximately 15 hours a week to attending class and completing readings and/or assignments. Please be sure to bring readings to class each time we meet.


Book Review: Students will write a 2-page book review on Richard White’s Remembering Ahanagran, analyzing it critically and evaluating what issues it raises for historians. Reviews should be double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman or similar font, 1” – 1.25” margins.  Students will have an opportunity to rewrite and resubmit later.
Précis: Students will submit précis on a chapter from Matt Garcia’s A World of Its Own and one on Catherine Choy’s Empire of Care. A précis is a summary of an author’s work, in your own words. You must explain the author’s argument, the evidence s/he uses, and his/her main points. You should not quote more than a phrase or a few words from the essay. This should be no more than 1 page, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman or similar font, 1” – 1.25” margins.  
Academic Journal Analysis: Students will choose a scholarly journal to research and will give a presentation to the class and submit a 2-page review of the journal.  The analysis should examine the journal’s history, what shifts or trends have occurred in the recent past, who composes the editorial board, what topics it focuses on, and other related questions. 
Website Analysis: Students will find a website of their choosing that presents history in some format (e.g., a virtual exhibit) and is, hopefully, related to their chosen research topic. Students will analyze the merits of the website based on pre-determined criteria and give a presentation to the class.  

Bibliographic Essay: Students will write an annotated bibliography on 6-7 sources you would use to develop a research paper on the topic you chose earlier in the quarter. This should include primary and secondary sources and the website you have chosen to analyze. Each source should be summarized in 3-4 sentences and include correct citation format. You should also list the database(s) in which you found each source. 

Evaluation
Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 

Attendance/Participation
20%

Book Review


15% 

Précis



15%


Journal Analysis

15%

Website Analysis

15%

Bibliographic Essay

20%

Note: You must receive a passing grade for each portion of the course in order to pass the class.

Grade Breakdown:
A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Accommodations

Students with disabilities should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. Appropriate accommodations will be coordinated with The Office for Disability Services, 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901.  For further information, visit http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Attendance & Tardiness

Class sessions are an integral part of this course. You can not be successful in this course without attending class regularly.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions and be on time and prepared. Excused absences must be cleared in advance. More than 2 unexcused absences will reduce a student’s grade for attendance/participation by one letter grade. Repeated tardiness will also result in a lowered grade for attendance/participation. Attendance will be taken at every class meeting.

Students should come to class with that day’s readings, be prepared to ask and answer questions, and think critically about how the day’s lecture connects to readings. All cell phones should be turned off during class and laptops/PDA’s are not allowed. 

Course Website/Carmen

This course has a webpage on Carmen. Students should check the website regularly for announcements, readings, course resources, and other information. Go to http://carmen.osu.edu. 

Discussions in Class
Class discussions are an essential part of this course and contribute to our understanding of the readings and lectures.  In courses that deal with issues of race, sexuality, gender, class, identity, and other social topics, people can often have very strong personal opinions regarding these matters. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and cordial manner towards one another and the professor at all times, listening to each other’s comments and contributing constructively to the conversation. I ask students to think critically, engage and reflect upon the readings, and learn from one another. Ultimately, we are here to discuss the readings and historical events encompassed by this course rather than to give our opinions on contemporary issues or dilemmas.  As historians, however, we know well that the past shapes our present moment. Our goal, therefore, is to understand how the past has influenced our society today, particularly as it relates to historically underrepresented U.S. ethnic minority groups. 

Email
The instructor will communicate with students via your OSU email account. Please make sure you check this account regularly. Also, please make sure you check the course’s website in Carmen for announcements, assignment instructions, or supplementary materials. Students may use email to contact the instructor outside of class, but please do not overuse email for simple questions that may be answered in class or in Carmen.

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. This can include, but is not limited to: cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing, which means misrepresenting as your own work any part of work done by another; submitting the same paper, or substantially similar papers, to meet requirements of more than one course without the approval and consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another student of necessary course materials; or interfering with another students’ work.  Acts of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For the student, this may result in an E for the course and additional disciplinary action.  Students are responsible for being familiar with the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

Other Resources

As bright, motivated college students, you should take advantage of the wealth of resources available to you on OSU’s campus to support your academic achievement.  These include your instructors’ office hours, The Writing Center, library services, counseling, and training and tutoring.  

Class Cancellation Policy
In the unlikely event that a class meeting must be cancelled due to an emergency of illness, I will contact you via email and request that a note on department letterhead be placed on the door. 

Course Schedule

(subject to change)

Week 1


1/3

What is history and why should we study it?
Introduction to course, review syllabus, etc.
Week 2
 
1/8

Remembering the Past: History vs. Memory 

Richard White, Remembering Ahanagran (pages 3-83, 116-122, 127-162)


Bring Mary Lynn Rampolla book to class
1/10

History as Objective


Richard White, Remembering Ahanagran (pages 165-204, 230-303)
Week 3

1/15

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday


NO CLASSES

1/17

Guest speaker: Professor Matt Garcia, Brown University
Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own (Introduction, Chapters 1-3)
DUE: Book Review on White 
Week 4

1/22

Choosing Research Topics
Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own (Introduction, Chapters 4-7)



Bring Rampolla book to class
1/24

Library Visit


Rampolla,”Writing a Research Paper”




Conducting historical research

Time for academic journal research 
DUE: Précis on Garcia chapter
Week 5


1/29

The History Major at OSU 
Mary Lynn Rampolla, pages TBA


DUE: Research topics
1/31

Sources—Primary and Secondary
*Vicki Ruiz, “Dead Ends or Gold Mines: Using Missionary Records in Mexican American Women’s History” in Writing the Range: Race, Class, and Culture in the Women’s West (354-371)
Week 6


2/5

Student presentations on academic journals
2/7

Student presentations on academic journals
DUE: Academic Journal Analysis
Week 7

2/12

Interpreting the Past 

Catherine Choy, Empire of Care (Introduction, Chapters 1-2) 
2/14

The Archives


Archives activity
Week 8

2/19

Writing History


Writing better essays 


Rampolla, Chapter 6

2/21

Documenting History
Catherine Choy, Empire of Care (Chapters 3-4) 



Footnotes, citations, and using sources
Week 9

2/26

Public History—Museums, Memorials, Monuments

Public History Activity



Catherine Choy, Empire of Care (Chapters 5-6, Epilogue)

2/28

Research Day


DUE: Précis on Choy chapter

Week 10

3/5

Website Analysis presentations
3/7

Website Analysis presentations
Finals Week
3/13 Tues 
DUE: Bibliographic Essay
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