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HIST 398: Introduction to Historical Thought and Methodology

Winter 2007
245 Central Classroom
TR 10:30-12:18

Professor Haulman

324 Dulles Hall
office hours: Thursdays, 3:30-5pm or by appointment

email: haulman.1@osu.edu
Course description and objectives:  History is not the past, but rather the study of the past. In a world preoccupied with the present and particularly the future, why do we bother with it? We will explore answers to this question and others about the “doing” and “uses” of history in this course. Rather than focusing on a particular period or topic in history, we will examine the practice of history itself: what it is, what it means to do it, and why and how people write history. Through readings, films, class discussions, and a variety of assignments, you will learn to think critically about various kinds of evidence; to assess how historical narratives are created, by whom, and for what purposes; to consider the problem of voices, past and present, and that of subjectivity versus objectivity. 

Required texts available for purchase:
Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre

Mary Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time

Gordon S. Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution
Required readings available through JSTOR
Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre,” American Historical Review, vol. 93, no. 3 (June, 1988), 553-71.
Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame,” American Historical Review, vol. 93, no. 3 (June, 1998), 572-603.
Forum, “How Revolutionary Was the Revolution? A Discussion of Gordon S. Wood’s 

The Radicalism of the American Revolution,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser., vol. 51, no. 4 (October, 1994), 679-716. 
Course Structure: Class meets twice each week and will consist of discussion and various in-class activities, from individual writing to group exercises, based on the assigned reading. You must bring the assigned reading to class. 
I reserve the right to modify the syllabus if necessary and will expect to communicate with you through your OSU account.

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory and absolutely crucial to success in this class. You are permitted two absences for any reason whatsoever; each subsequent absence will reduce your final grade by a third of a letter grade. Please arrive on time, do not leave before class is over, and turn cell phones and pagers OFF. All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Course Requirements and Evaluation: (assignments described at the end of the syllabus)
Active participation, 25% (performance in discussion and on in-class assignments and activities)

Response paper, 10%

Précis, 10%
Book and film paper, 10%

Interview with the historian, 10%

Book review, 10%
Final project: Preparing a research paper (includes statement of topic, bibliography, preliminary analysis, and outline), 25%
Make-Up Work/Late Paper Policy: Missed in-class assignments will receive zeros. Assignments must be submitted during class on the day they are due, after which they will be marked down a third of a letter grade for each day late.
Academic Dishonesty: Students should be aware of University policies regarding academic misconduct, which includes, but is not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. For more information see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp) and for a discussion of plagiarism see http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.

Accommodations: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Schedule of Topics:
Thursday, January 4: Introduction(s)
Tuesday, January 9:  Approaching the Past
Reading: Rampolla, chapter 1 and chapter 2, pp. 6-17
Thursday, January 11: The Historian’s Craft--film, A Midwife’s Tale
Tuesday, January 16: Evaluating Sources 

Reading: Rampolla, chapter 2, pp. 17-24, and chapter 3
Thursday, January 18: film, Looking for Richard
Tuesday, January 23: The Historian as Detective

Reading: Tey, Daughter of Time
Assignment due: response paper

Thursday, January 25: Reading History, Writing History
Reading: Rampolla, chapters 4 and 5

Assignment due: statement of research topic
Tuesday, January 30:  Library Session
Thursday, February 1: The Mechanics of Research (in-library activity)
Tuesday, February 6: Citations and Avoiding Plagiarism

Reading: Rampolla, chapters 6 and 7 (Be sure to bring Rampolla for in-class activity)

Assignment due: bibliography

Thursday, February 8: More History’s Mysteries
Reading: Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre
Assignment due: précis of Martin Guerre
Tuesday, February 13: Another Medium

film, The Return of Martin Guerre
Thursday, February 15: Comparing Mediums

Reading: Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre” and Davis, “On the Lame”

Assignment due: book and film paper on Martin Guerre
Tuesday, February 20: The Making of Scholars
Assignment due: Interview with the Historian presentations
Thursday, February 22: individual conferences
Assignment due: paragraph stating your preliminary analysis
Tuesday, February 27: How to Read a Monograph

Reading: Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution
Thursday, March 1: How and Why Scholars Disagree

Reading: on e-reserve, “How Revolutionary was the Revolution?”

Assignment due: book review of The Radicalism of the Revolution
Tuesday, March 6:  presentations
Thursday, March 8: presentations
Description of Assignments:
All assignments, with the exception of in-class work, must be typed in Times 12pt font and double-spaced with one-inch margins. Citations must follow the Chicago Manual of Style form as outlined in A Pocket Guide to Writing History. Be thorough in crediting sources. Do not use web/internet sources unless you have obtained prior permission from the instructor. You will always be graded on your writing style and grammar as well as the content of your work.
Response Paper: Write a 2-3 page paper describing the different kinds of evidence that Inspector Grant uses to build his case. How does he treat these various types of evidence, and what conclusions does he draw from them? What rules of historical inquiry can we learn from this story? Due Jan. 23.
Précis: A précis is a brief summary of an author’s main points, arguments, and conclusions put into your own words. Avoid quotations. Your précis must be clear and concise, capturing the most important elements of the book’s arguments, structure, and evidence in approximately 300 words. Due Feb. 8.
Book and Film Paper: Write a 2-3 page paper exploring the controversy regarding Martin Guerre, focusing on the issues raised in the book, the film, and the two articles. Which interpretation do you favor and why? Consider the different approaches, assumptions, and interpretations employed by the historians and the director. Due Feb. 15.
Interview with the Historian: Choose an assistant, associate, or full professor who teaches on OSU’s Columbus campus (be sure to contact the person at least a week in advance), and conduct an interview in which you discuss his/her background and approaches to history. Ask about that person’s interest in history, how s/he chose a specific field of study, what s/he is working on right now, what kinds of things s/he hopes to work on in the future, his/her methods and sources, what the person thinks is most important about his/her work, and so on.  Prepare a 10 minute presentation to be given in class on Feb. 20.
Book Review: Write a 2-3 page paper that not only summarizes the book, but analyzes its strengths and weaknesses as a work of historical scholarship. Consider the book’s arguments, use of evidence, organization, and significance. This is a critical book review, not a book report. Feel free to reference the reviews from the scholarly forum, but develop your own critical ideas. Due Mar. 1
Preparing a Research Paper: You’re the historian! You don’t actually have to write a research paper, but you’ll go through the steps required to create one.  These include:

1. Choosing a topic and asking questions. You may be interested in the American Revolution but that would be far too large a topic to tackle in a research paper. Instead, what in particular interests you about it? The culture of the army? The way women wrote about it? How the event was commemorated in the nineteenth century? You will then likely need to narrow the topic down further, considering the sources available to you here at OSU. You must rely on both primary and secondary sources. Submit a statement of your topic on or before Jan. 25.
2. Conducting research. Again, ask yourself a series of questions. What is the purpose of this project? What do you hope to prove? What do you think you will find, and why? What sources will you examine, and what questions will you ask of them? How would you describe your approach to interpreting the sources? Are you primarily concerned with social life? Economics? Ideas? Culture?  Is your approach top-down or bottom-up? Submit a bibliography of three primary and four secondary sources, including at least one scholarly article, on or before Feb. 6.
3. Formulating a preliminary analysis. After reading and thinking about your materials, what conclusions do they support? What can you argue? Be prepared to discuss this in our conferences on Feb. 22.
4. Creating an outline of the paper. This is the culmination of the assignment--a full outline detailing your arguments, the intended structure of the paper, and conclusions. You will present your findings to the class on either Mar. 6 or 8.
