Introduction to Historical Thought and Methods

Semester
History 398

MW, 10:30–12:18, DU 168

Instructor



Office Hours
Professor Scott Levi


MW, 9:30–10:30, and by appointment
levi.18@osu.edu


152 Dulles Hall, 292-2447
Course Description and Objectives

This course is designed to introduce history majors to the larger field of history and to equip them with the intellectual tools necessary to conduct their own historical research. As a class participant you will engage a number of stimulating readings that present important and influential philosophies of history and historical methodologies. We will discuss these in class. We will also discuss the various types of sources that are available for historians to reconstruct the past, and the ways that historians interrogate these sources for bias and reliability. Your written work this quarter will improve your ability to think critically and analytically, and to express your ideas logically, clearly and with erudition. You will also learn to identify—and think critically about—the uses and misuses of history in the world around us.


The required work for the course consists of multiple readings, films, written assignments, research presentations and other in-class activities. Students will learn about the evaluation of historical evidence, the interpretation of historical facts, and the role historiographic tradition plays in our understanding of the past. Because the work of historians is still done largely through reading and writing, this course will provide special opportunities to develop reading and writing skills. Students will also practice their oral presentation skills through reporting in class on their written assignments. As the course is designed as a workshop, its success depends upon student attendance and active participation. All students are therefore required to come to each class prepared to participate in a courteous, thoughtful and lively discussion.

Required Readings
Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Cambridge, MA, 1983)

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (New York, 1951)

John Gaddis, The Landscape of History: How Historians Map the Past (New York, 2004)

Richard Evans, In Defense of History (New York, 1999)

Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (4th ed.)

Recommended Readings

Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft (New York, 1953)

Note: All books are available for purchase at SBX.

Important Information


All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Assignments and Grading
Assignment #1  10%

Assignment #2  10%

Assignment #3  15%

Assignment #4  10%

Assignment #5  10%

Assignment #6  20%

Participation
  25%

Grading Scale
A
92.5–100
C+
77.5–79.5

E
59.5 and below
A-
90–92

C
72.5–77

B+
87.5–89.5
C-
70–72

B
82.5–87
D+
67.5–69.5

B-
80–82

D
60–67

Note: the instructor reserves the right to consider improvement in determining final grades.

Class Participation and Attendance

Attendance and active participation in class discussion is required for this course. Additionally, students are required to attend all class periods. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and to collect lecture notes from other students. Chronic absences, more than two, may result in the student receiving zero points for participation.

Disruptive Behavior

Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students may be dismissed from class should they arrive late, depart early (without having previously notified the professor of a compelling reason to do so), converse during class, or (especially) receive a cellular telephone call during class. Text messaging during class is also forbidden. Chronic disruptive behavior will result in the student receiving a failing grade.

Assignments

There are multiple written assignments and oral presentations, due in class on the dates specified in the syllabus below. Learning how to express one’s ideas clearly is an important goal of any liberal arts education. For this reason, grades on written assignments will be based not only on content, but also on grammar and your correct use of formal writing style. Papers should be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font, and they should include proper citations. Papers will drop one full grade for each class period that they are late.
Academic Misconduct


It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).


Plagiarism is representing someone else’s words or ideas as your own. It is a form of academic dishonesty and it is not tolerated. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: handing in someone else’s work as your own; taking credit for ideas that are not your own; including in your work phrases, sentences, paragraphs or any text from a book, article, or web site without marking the text as a quotation and citing the source; and paraphrasing text from a source (i.e., taking an idea from a source while not quoting it exactly) without citing the source. Any student found to have plagiarized on any assignment may receive a failing grade for the semester. Additionally, the instructor will notify the Committee on Academic Misconduct. See http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm for further discussion of plagiarism.
Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Reserve Clause

The professor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary or beneficial to meet the objectives of the course, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons. Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.

SYLLABUS

WEEK 1

• Introduction to the course

Sept. 24
WEEK 2

• What is History? Why do we study it?

Sept. 29, Oct. 1
• Graduate education and the career of a historian

Reading: 
Rampolla, A Pocket Guide
WEEK 3

• Popular history and the professional historian

Oct. 6, 8

• Richard III, Genghis Khan and Alexander the Great

Reading:
Tey, The Daughter of Time
WEEK 4

• Landscaping History

Oct. 13, 15

• Assignment #1: book précis, three pages, due in class on Oct. 13

Reading:
Gaddis, The Landscape of History
WEEK 5

• Assignment #2: primary sources and their limitations

Oct. 20, 22

• Three-page critical analysis due in class on Oct. 20

Reading:
Not assigned, see below

WEEK 6

• Historians and our sources
Oct. 27, 29

• Assignment #3: book review, three pages, due in class on Oct. 29
Reading:
Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre
WEEK 7

• No Class, Monday, Nov. 3
Nov. 3, 5

• Using the Internet for history

Reading:
To be posted on-line or distributed by email

WEEK 8

• Assignment #4: newspaper project and presentations

Nov. 10, 12

• Written papers due at the beginning of class on Nov. 10

Reading:
Not assigned, see below

WEEK 9

• Assignment #5: Oral History project and presentations

Nov. 17, 19

• Papers due at the beginning of class on Nov. 17

Reading:
Not assigned, see below

WEEK 10

• Video presentation and discussion

Nov. 24, 26
Reading:
To be posted on-line or distributed by email

WEEK 11

• Discussion of Evans

Dec. 1, 3

• Assignment #6: book review final, due by 9:30 a.m. Dec. 10

Reading:
Evans, In Defense of History
FINAL EXAM

Wednesday, Dec. 10 from 9:30 to 11:18

Assignment #1: Précis (Book Summary)
Write a three-page précis of Gaddis, The Landscape of History.

· Before beginning this assignment, read Rampolla, pp. 23–24.

· A précis is a summary of the author's main points, arguments, and conclusions in your own words, and does not include your own opinions or analysis of the book. (Webster’s dictionary defines a précis as “a concise summary of essential points, statements, or facts.”) Thus, your task here is to write an organized essay that sums up and recaps Gaddis’s main arguments and the reasoning behind them (i.e. you are to condense his full volume into three pages of your own).

· Be sure to provide specific examples from the book to show how Gaddis supports his arguments and to include only information that is in the book.

· As you write your précis, keep in mind that you are writing it for some reader who has not read the book.

· It is essential in your précis to show the logical connection between the author’s ideas. That is, if you merely string together a group of unconnected sentences, however accurate they might be separately, you cannot expect more than a C grade (and you might expect lower). In addition, quotations of more than a few words are not acceptable since a précis is supposed to be written in your own words. If you do quote briefly, be sure to provide a proper footnote reference (see Rampolla, pp. 87–88).

· Writing a good précis is very difficult. Plan to do at least two drafts before the one you turn in. In the first draft, you should concentrate on understanding and explaining the work’s central thesis (or theses). In the second draft, check your prose closely to make sure that every sentence says exactly what it should. Choose your words very carefully. Eliminate every word that does not contribute something significant.

Assignment #2: Primary Sources Analysis

Students will select excerpts from at least two primary sources that engage a common historical event but provide accounts that are subtly or even wildly divergent from each other. Students will write three-page papers and come to class prepared to deliver an oral presentation that summarizes the circumstances surrounding authorship, analyzes the sources for bias and reliability, and makes an effort to account for the discrepancies in interpretation.

Assignment #3: Critical Book Review
Write a three-page book review of Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre.

· Before beginning this assignment, read Rampolla, pp. 24–26 (section 3b-2, Book and Film Reviews). Follow the guidelines for writing a book review that Rampolla provides.

· Also before you begin, read the book carefully.

· Your review must be critical; that is, it must discuss what you consider both the positive and negative aspects of the book. It should not merely state your opinions (good book, bad book) but rather your considered analysis of the book (its strengths, weaknesses, and use of evidence, and your reasons for characterizing the book the way you do). As you analyze the book, you will need to provide evidence and examples from the text to support your assertions.

· In your review, be sure to focus on (1) Davis’s use of evidence and sources to make her argument, and (2) her interpretation of the Martin Guerre story. Does her evidence support her interpretations? Also, your review should include reference to the ideas and arguments found in the American Historical Review forum involving Finlay and Davis.

· Under no circumstances may the book review be merely a summary of the contents (although a summary will be part of the review). This is a book review and not a précis or book report.

· A successful review will be a coherent, logically argued essay. Reviews should include an introductory paragraph with overall appraisal/thesis of the book, concluding paragraph, and topic sentences to each paragraph. A well-written paper will also provide evidence from the book (such as examples and citations from the text) to support the overall thesis and the ideas of each paragraph.

· Quotations must be noted using proper footnote format (see Rampolla, pp. 87–88). If you wish, you may go to the library, look up reviews of the book in scholarly journals, and discuss them along with your own conclusions. However, if you use other reviews you must indicate this by using appropriate citations and appending a bibliography to your paper.

Assignment #4: Newspaper project
Choose a newspaper published before 1935 and read ten issues (they need not be consecutive). You might prefer to look at a newspaper from the colonial and revolutionary era, the Civil War era, or your local hometown paper. Read everything in the newspaper, including advertisements. Then, write a three-page paper that analyzes what you have discovered about the history of that time and place. First, try to reconstruct daily life—politics, culture, economy, religion, etc.—in the place and time you have chosen based on your newspaper information. Then, in a concluding paragraph or two, explain what the newspapers do not tell you—i.e. assess their limitations as a historical source.

· In your essay, be sure that you don’t simply list the articles that you find. This essay should be an historical analysis that synthesizes an overall historical picture of a place and time, drawn from newspapers as a source.

· In your paper, be sure to indicate which newspaper you read, for what specific dates, and why you chose that newspaper and those dates.

· Do not use a newspaper from a website. You must read the newspaper in its original paper form or copied on microfilm/microfiche.

· If you quote from or refer to information in an article in one of the newspapers, be sure to indicate where the quotation or information comes from with appropriate footnotes.

· You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation. 

Assignment #5: Oral History Group Project 

You will work in groups of two or three for this project. You and your partner(s) should choose an event or experience from American History that occurred after 1930, such as the Great Depression, WWII, Woodstock, the British Invasion (the Beatles), the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Cold War, Korea, the women’s liberation movement, the assassination of Martin Luther King, school desegregation, the killing of the Kent State students by National Guardsmen, the fall of Saigon, the Iranian hostage crisis, the Reagan presidency, the Challenger disaster, or anything else that interests you (except the events of 9/11/01). Do some background reading on the subject in newspapers, magazines like Life and Time, and one or two secondary-source books. Then, interview two family members or elderly friends who remember these events (use a tape recorder if you can).

· Write a three-page paper comparing the written accounts you read with the story as told to you by your informants; if there are differences, how do you explain them? Each group should work as a team to produce one paper for the group as a whole.

· In addition to the three-page essay, be sure to attach (1) the list of questions that you asked the interviewees, and (2) a bibliography of the secondary sources that you used. For proper bibliography format, see Rampolla, pp. 102–14.


Be sure to footnote the source of each piece of information or quotation that you use in your paper (including information or quotations from the interviews). For proper footnote format, see Rampolla, pp. 87–102.


You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation.

Assignment #6: Final Critical Book Review
Write a five-page book review of Evans, In Defense of History.

· Follow the general guidelines as described above under assignment #3.

· In your review, be sure to focus the debate the Evans is engaging. Who are his opponents and why is he arguing against them? Is his argument convincing? Why or why not?

· For this project you are strongly encouraged to go to the library, look up reviews of the book in scholarly journals, and discuss them along with your own conclusions. Again, please note that you must indicate your use of others’ ideas by using appropriate citations and appending a bibliography to your paper.


