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INTRODUCTION TO HISTORICAL THOUGHT AND METHODS

This course is designed to introduce you to what historians do and how they do it.  Unlike other history classes, this course does not treat a specific topic or period in history, but rather focuses on historical methodology.  It is intended to enhance your research skills and to give you practice in the critical analysis of sources: historical (i.e. primary) sources--written, visual, physical, and oral; and secondary sources (i.e. other historians' interpretation of the primary source record).  We will also focus on the skills necessary to communicate your analysis clearly to an audience, both in written and oral form. 

Some of the issues we will explore include:

*What constitutes a historical source?

*How do we collect, select, and evaluate historical evidence, and what kinds of evidence best answer certain kinds of questions?

*Can historians be objective?  What sorts of professional ethics and considerations guide the conscientious historian?

*What is the difference between history and memory?

*What forces shape how we interpret the historical record?

Required Texts (available at SBX, OSU and on reserve):
Paul K. Conkin and Roland N. Stromberg, Heritage and Challenge

James Davidson and Mark Lytle, After the Fact:  The Art of Historical Detection 

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre

Daniel Richter, Facing East from Indian Country

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time

Cop-Ez Packet (available at the Tuttle Park garage)

Assignments:  This course requires a considerable amount of reading and writing.  The major written assignments will be:  a) an analysis of Tey's Daughter of Time; b) a precis of four chapters of Conkin and Stromberg’s Heritage and Challenge; c) a book review; d) two other focused research projects; and e) a bibliographical essay/research proposal.  The last two pages of the syllabus describe these assignments in greater detail.  No assignments will be accepted after the stated due dates without the instructor's prior permission.  Late papers will be penalized.

After the first meeting, each class period will consist primarily of discussion, workshop activities, and presentation of your work to your fellow students.  You should consult the syllabus, complete the appropriate reading assignments before class, and come prepared to participate actively and intelligently in the discussion.  It will be impossible for you to receive an A in this course if you do not come prepared to discuss your ideas and listen to your colleagues.  To give you hands-on experience as a historian, we will also complete some in-class projects; be prepared to be an active and engaged participant in these workshops.

Note on Academic Misconduct:  When you use the ideas and/or words of others in your written work, you must so indicate in a footnote or by some other method acceptable to the course instructor.  If one borrows the ideas or words of others without acknowledgment, one is guilty of plagiarism.  (It is not necessary to footnote class discussions.)   If you are confused about what constitutes plagiarism, come and see me; you can also consult the University website, http://oaa.ohio-state.edu.
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a failing grade.

Evaluation:  Course grades will be computed as follows: 50% for the first five assignments; 25% for class discussion; and 25% for the final essay.

Enrollment:  All students must be officially enrolled by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved b y the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Schedule:

I. What is History?

Thurs.  Sept. 25: Introduction

Tues.  Sept. 30: Read Heritage and Challenge, Ch.1.   Movie-- Looking for Richard

Thurs. Oct. 2:  Read The Daughter of Time (entire book).  Assignment #1 due in class.

II. Historical Evidence and Historical Reading, part 1
Tues. Oct. 7: Read Davidson and Lytle, Ch.1-2, and “The Boston Massacre”, handout.  

Thurs. Oct. 9: Read Heritage and Challenge, Ch.2-5. Assignment #2 (precis of Ch.2-5) due in class.  Surfin’ Safari:  Historians and the Web.

Tues. Oct. 14: Movie-- The Return of Martin Guerre  

Thurs. Oct. 16: Read The Return of Martin Guerre (entire book).  Assignment #3 (Book review of Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre) due in class.  Bring two copies of your paper—one for me, and another for a peer.  Be prepared to present your book review to the class, and to evaluate the paper of a fellow student.

III. History and Memory

Tues. Oct. 21: Read "German Women Recall the Third Reich" in Cop-Ez packet, and Heritage and Challenge, Ch.6-7.   Oral History:  methods and approaches.

Thurs. Oct. 23: Movie--The Nasty Girl
Tues. Oct. 28: Read Davidson and Lytle, Ch. 5 and 7, and Heritage and Challenge, Ch.8.  Assignment #4 (Newspaper Project) due in class.
Thurs.. Oct. 30:  Read Heritage and Challenge, Ch. 9, Davidson and Lytle, Ch. 12, and “The Enola Gay Controversy” in Cop-EZ packet.

IV. History in a Post-Modern World, or Who Owns History?

Tues. Nov. 4: Read Hayden White, "Interpretation in History," Nathan Huggins, "The Deforming Mirror of Truth," and Joan Wallach Scott, "Women's History," in Cop-Ez packet; and Davidson and Lytle, Ch. 4.

Thurs. Nov. 6:  Read Daniel Richter, Facing East from Indian Country, pp. 1-109

Tues. Nov. 11—Veterans Day—no class!  

Thurs. Nov. 13:  Read Daniel Richter, Facing East from Indian Country, pp.110-255. Assignment #5 (oral history project) due in class.

V. Historical Arguments and Historical Evidence, part 2

Tues. Nov. 18: Causality, Use, and Objectivity.  Read Heritage and Challenge, Ch.10-12. 

Movie--Do the Right Thing, pt. 1
Thurs. Nov. 20: Architecture, material culture, and visual sources.   Read Davidson and Lytle, Ch. 8 Movie, Do the Right Thing, pt. 2
Tues. Nov. 25:  Assignment #6 (bibliographic essay) due; Presentation of final projects, part 1

Thurs. Nov. 27—Thanksgiving—no class

Tues. December 2:  Presentation of final projects, part 2

Thurs. December 4:  Conclusion 

Assignments:  All assignments must be typed and double-spaced unless otherwise indicated.  Grammar counts, so pay attention to your spelling and writing style because I will when determining your grade.  For all these assignments, do not use internet-based sources unless you have my prior permission.
Assignment #1: Based on Tey's The Daughter of Time, write a 2-3 pp. paper describing the different kinds of evidence that Inspector Grant uses to build his case.   How does he treat these various types of evidence and what conclusions does he draw from them?  What rules of historical inquiry can we learn from this mystery?

Assignment #2: Precis.  Write a 2-3 pp. precis of Ch.2, 3, 4 and 5 of Heritage and Challenge. The purpose of a precis is to summarize the authors’ writing in your own words.  Quotations of more than a few words are not acceptable.  It is also essential in your precis to show the logical connection between the authors' ideas.  That is, if you merely string together a group of unconnected sentences, however accurate they might be separately, you cannot expect more than a C grade.  

Assignment #3: Write a 3 pp. critical book review of The Return of Martin Guerre.  Before you begin, read the book carefully.  Your review must be critical; that is, it must discuss both the positive and negative aspects of the book.  It should not merely state your opinions (good book, bad book) but rather your considered analysis (significance of subject, author’s approach, strengths, weaknesses, cogency of the author’s argument and her use of evidence, and your reasons for characterizing the book the way your do.)  Under no circumstances may it be merely a summary of the contents.  This is a book review and not a book report.  Reviews should contain an introduction and a conclusion, and quotations must be noted with accurate page references in parentheses, i.e. (Davis, 76).  If you wish, you may go to the library, look up reviews of the book in scholarly journals, and discuss them along with your own conclusions; however, if you use other reviews you must indicate this by using appropriate citations and appending a bibliography to your paper.  Your review can also include a paragraph comparing the movie and the book, but don’t make this the subject of your review.

Assignment #4: Newspaper project.  Choose a newspaper published before 1930 and read 10 issues (they need not be consecutive).  You may choose The Lantern or The Dispatch; you might prefer to look at a newspaper from the colonial and revolutionary era, the Civil War era, or your local hometown paper.  Read everything in the newspaper, including advertisements.  Then, write a 3-5 pp. paper that analyzes what you find.  First, try to reconstruct daily life--politics, culture, economy, religion, etc.--in the place and time you have chosen based on your newspaper information.  Then, in a concluding paragraph or two, explain what the newspapers do not tell you--i.e. assess their limitations as a historical source.

Assignment #5: Oral History Project.  We’ll discuss this project in more detail during week three of class.  Expect to produce a 2-3 pp. paper and/or a group in-class video presentation for this assignment.  

Assignment #6: Bibliographic Essay.  For this assignment, you will write a 5-7 pp. research proposal that will analyze sources that are available for a particular topic or problem.  That is, you are not to write a term paper; you are instead to select an appropriate topic, and then evaluate and compare the raw materials that you would use if you were eventually to write a paper on this topic.  In this essay you are expected to demonstrate that you have mastered these concepts and others that have been discussed earlier in the course by using them as the tools for your analysis.  This exercise is, in fact, a kind of final examination, so before writing review all of your earlier work for the course.  Please keep in mind the following guidelines:

a. Define your topic narrowly; don't choose "The Civil War," but rather a specific question--the origins of the Civil War, or the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation, or the decision to use Black troops.

b. You should aim at finding and analyzing at least seven different sources.   In choosing sources, be open to the wide range evidence we have discussed over the quarter.  That is, choose sources that provide different kinds of information or different perspectives on the problem that you have chosen.  The use of seven secondary sources is not acceptable—at least three of your sources must be primary sources.  

c. YOU CANNOT USE INTERNET/WEBSITE MATERIALS TO SATISFY ANY OF THESE SOURCE REQUIREMENTS WITHOUT MY PRIOR APPROVAL.  We will talk about separating the useful from the useless on the web in class, and give you ideas on how to evaluate websites, but I will want to see ANY SPECIFIC WEBSITE YOU PLAN TO USE ahead of time before you proceed to list it as a potential source for your final project.  

