History 398
- 4 -

Otter


History 398: Introduction to Historical Thought and Methodology
Professor Chris Otter

Winter 2009
otter.4@osu.edu
MW: Dulles 168. 9.30-11.18

Office Hrs: Dulles 222, Tuesday 1.00-3.00

This course introduces prospective history majors to the academic discipline of history. We will look at the discipline of history, the kinds of sources historians use, the various research and writing skills necessary to be a historian, and the kinds of methodologies and theories developed by historians. In order to explore these questions, we will look at one historical event: the “Whitechapel murders” committed in the East End of London in 1888 by the unknown figure known to us as “Jack the Ripper.” We will use this case study to explore the range of ways historians can approach a particular event, the variety of sources they use, the kinds of questions they can ask about it, how they write histories of events, and the sorts of conclusions they can reach. 
This course is a seminar. There are two lectures at the beginning of the quarter, but thereafter, classes will consist of discussion. This discussion will be about the written material which should be read before you come to class. Your participation is essential, and you should be prepared to ask questions about the material and respond to questions from others. As you will see below, your participation makes up a significant part of your grade.
Course Reading, Assignments and Grading

1: Website evaluation
(28 Jan) 




10%
2: Short paper
(16 Feb)





10%
3: Book review (25 Feb)





20%
4: Primary source evaluation (4 Mar)




10%
5: Bibliographic essay
 (11 Mar)




25%
Attendance, in-class discussion and class participation

25%
A detailed list of the requirements for these assignments is provided at the end of the syllabus.
Readings:
The following 2 books should be purchased from the University Bookstore:

Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 5th Edition (New York: Bedford/St. Martins, 1998).

Judith Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-Victorian London (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1992).

The remainder of the readings will be posted on Carmen. These books will also be available on reserve at the library.
Course Requirements and Policies
Attendance and Punctuality. Students are expected to attend every class, on time, and not to leave before the end of class. More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of 0 for the “attendance, in-class discussion and class participation” part of the course. A pattern of lateness will also result in a lowered grade for the class.
Submission of assignments. Students must submit all 5 assignments. Failure to submit an assignment will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment. In addition to that, I will lower the final grade by a letter (a B- will become a C-, for example). Failure to submit two assignments will result in a failing grade for the course.
Academic Dishonesty. The work you submit to me must be your own. Any cases of plagiarism and cheating will be referred to the appropriate University Committee on misconduct. It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Enrollment. In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Cellphones. Please turn off cellphones at the beginning of class.
*All students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.  Please do so by the third week of class. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/*
Class Schedule:
Week One

Monday 5 January: Introduction


No reading

Wednesday 7 January: Introduction to Historical Methods. Lecture outlining the discipline of history and the aims of the course
Conal Furay and Michael Salevouris, The Methods and Skills of History (Harlan: Wheeling IL, 2000), pp. 229-239.
Week Two

Monday 12 January: The sources historians use. Primary and Secondary Sources, and how to use them.

Rampolla, Pocket Guide, introduction, pp. 1-6.

Furay and Salevouris, Methods and Skills of History, pp. 143-149.

Plus additional sources distributed in class
Wednesday 14 January: Finding historical sources: library presentation by Professor David Lincove


* THIS CLASS MEETS IN SULLIVANT LIBRARY, ROOM 244A 
Week Three 

Monday 19 January: No Class – Martin Luther King Day
Wednesday 21 January: Context is everything: Victorian London, the East End and Jack the Ripper Lecture outlining 1/ our historical case study, 2/ its context, and 3/ the sources we will be looking at

No reading

Week Four

Monday 26 January: ‘The History of Great and Infamous Men’: History Channel documentary on Jack the Ripper. Discussion of documentary as a secondary source. Following this, I will assign the work for week 5: “Theories of the killer”. Each student will be presented with the name of a suspect, and will give a presentation, and write a short paper, on the evidence for and against this suspect being the killer.
Wednesday 28 January: Introduction to the History Major with Maria Mazon


* ASSIGNMENT ONE SUBMITTED AT THE END OF CLASS
Week Five

Monday 2 February: Theories of the Killer: each student works on a presentation about a particular suspect, in which they assess the credibility of the historical evidence. Class does not meet.
Wednesday 4 February: Theories of the Killer: student presentations on suspects
* AT THE END OF THIS CLASS, I WILL DISCUSS YOUR FINAL ASSIGNMENT AND PRESENTATION
Week Six

Monday 9 February: Theories of the Killer: student presentations on suspects

Wednesday 11 February: Writing a small paper: citations, argumentation and style.

Furay and Salevouris, Methods and Skills, pp. 214-217.
Rampolla, Pocket Guide, pp. 21-28, 47-50.
* AT THE END OF THIS CLASS, YOU WILL TELL ME THE SUBJECT OF YOUR FINAL ASSIGNMENT AND PRESENTATION
Week Seven

Monday 16 February: The Ripper in Context: Beyond the whodunit…

Walkowitz, “Jack the Ripper,” in City of Dreadful Delight, pp. 191-228.


* ASSIGNMENT TWO SUBMITTED AT THE END OF CLASS
Wednesday 18 February: The Ripper in Context: The Practice of Cultural History
Walkowitz, “Introduction,” in City of Dreadful Delight, pp. 1-13.


John Tosh, chapter 10 in The Pursuit of History, 4th Edition, pages to follow.

Week Eight

Monday 23 February: Using Primary Sources: Newspapers
Walkowitz, “The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon,” in City of Dreadful Delight, pp. 81-120

L. P. Curtis, “Sensation News” and “Victorian Murder News,” in Jack the Ripper and the London Press (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), pp. 65-108.

“More Horrors in the East End,” Pall Mall Gazette, 1 October 1888. Online source: http://crime.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?zi=1/XJ&sdn=crime&cdn=newsissues&tm=12&f=10&tt=2&bt=1&bts=0&zu=http%3A//www.casebook.org/press_reports/
Tuesday 25 February: Using Primary Sources: Photography

James W. Davidson and Mark H. Little, “The Mirror with a Memory,” in After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection, 4th Edition (Boston: McGraw Hill, 2000), pp. 178-200.
John Tagg, “God’s Sanitary Law: Slum Clearance and Photography in Late Nineteenth-Century Leeds,” in The Burden of Representation: Essays on Photographies and Histories (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1988), pp. 117-152.
Visual Images (some photographic) of Ripper victims and suspects, available online at http://photos.casebook.org/index.php?cat=35 and http://photos.casebook.org/index.php?cat=36

* ASSIGNMENT THREE DUE AT THE END OF CLASS
Week Nine

Monday 2 March: Using Primary and Secondary Sources: Poverty and Social History
Andrew Mearns et al., excerpts from The Bitter Cry of Outcast London, (1883) in Sally Ledger and Roger Luckhurst (ed.) The Fin de Siècle: A Reader in Cultural History c.1880-1900 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), 27-32.

W.T. Stead, “Is it Not Time?” Pall Mall Gazette, 1883: online at http://www.attackingthedevil.co.uk/pmg/time.php
Gareth Stedman Jones, Outcast London: A Study in the Relationship Between Classes in Victorian Society (Oxford: Clarendon, 1971), pages to follow.

Wednesday 4 March: Using Primary and Secondary Sources: Degeneration and Cultural History

Daniel Pick, Faces of Degeneration: A European Disorder, c.1848-c.1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 1-32. 

Lord Brabazon, “The Decay of Bodily Strength in Towns,” Nineteenth Century, CXXIII, May 1887, 673-676.

* ASSIGNMENT FOUR SUBMITTED AT THE END OF CLASS
Week Ten

Monday 9 March: Class Presentations on Biographical Essays
Wednesday 11 March: Class Presentations on Biographical Essays


* ASSIGNMENT FIVE SUBMITTED AT THE END OF CLASS
List of Assignments
Assignment 1: Website Evaluation (due 28 January)

The rapid explosion of internet resources has made information so much easier to acquire, yet brings with it a set of related problems of authenticity. This exercise is designed to help you develop a critical and judicious approach to internet sources.

First, read Elizabeth E. Kirk, “Evaluating Information on the Internet” and “Information and Its Counterfeits: Propaganda, Misinformation and Disinformation,” which can be found at http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/ and http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/counterfeit.html
In class, we have used the Ripper casebook website: http://www.casebook.org/
For this exercise, you should compare the Ripper casebook website with the following two websites:

http://history.howstuffworks.com/european-history/jack-the-ripper.htm
http://www.quizilla.com/users/I-Am-A-Graveyard./quizzes/Blood%20Stained%20Blades:%20The%20Killings%20Of%20Jack%20The%20Ripper/
For the three websites, answer the following 12 questions. You should answer them in order (1, 2, 3…) Begin a new page for each website

1.  What are the site’s name and title (Http://) and who is the publisher?

2.      Is the site’s authorship clear? (Are articles signed?)  Who is the author?  What credentials does s/he have to write about Jack the Ripper?  What is the author’s intent in writing for this site?  Explain your reasoning.

3.      Are footnotes, references and/or bibliography provided?

4.      Can you find a home page?  Who publishes that?

5.      What is the intent of the site’s publisher?  (Academic (what level?), commercial, advocacy, etc).  Explain your reasoning.

6.      Is audio or visual presentation an important part of this site?  Explain briefly.

7.      Assess the use of links.

8.      Does the layout and design facilitate easy navigation?  Explain why, why not.

9.      How “fresh” or current is the information in this website?  Does the site seem to be regularly maintained/updated?  When was the site last updated?

10.  Has the site received any awards?

11.  Provide a one-paragraph summary of what you learned about Jack the Ripper from this site.  (If the site deals with many topics, summarize one.  If the site is a link site, then choose one link to explore)

12.  What precautions should a potential visitor to this site take before using it to learn about Jack the Ripper?

Assignment 2: Short Paper (due 16 February)

Write a short paper (3 pages, double-spaced), assessing the credibility of the particular theory you presented in class. Your grade will be based on two things: how persuasive your critique of the theory is, and how accurately it is footnoted. 3 pages is not much space, so you must aim for succinctness. Be sure to purge your writing of all unnecessary language. In your paper, you must:
· Provide a brief summary of the theory of the killer as presented in the text.

· Discuss which aspects of theory seem historically plausible, and which do not.

· Discuss how scrupulous those proposing the theory have been with his/her sources.

· Provide a conclusion in which you state how plausible the theory seems.

· Provide a footnote or endnote for every quotation you use.

· If the quotation is a source cited in another source, be sure to indicate this in your footnotes.

Assignment 3: Book Review (due 25 February)

Write a book review (5 pages, double-spaced) of Judy Walkowitz’s City of Dreadful Delight. A review of a book is not a report: it is not a summary of the content of the work, but an analysis of it, and this analysis must. For this paper, be sure to:
· Read the whole book before writing the paper.

· Consult Rampolla, pp. 11-12, on the correct format for a book review.

· Summarise the book’s argument.

· Describe the book’s methodology: what it Walkowitz’s approach to her historical sources? What kinds of questions does this approach allow her to ask? How does her approach differ from other works about Jack the Ripper?

· Critically appraise the book.

· Throughout your essay, you must support your argument with quotations from the book, which should be correctly and accurately footnoted.

· You may go to the library and consult other reviews of the book, which will be found in scholarly journals like The American Historical Review or The Journal of British Studies. If you cite any of these reviews in your piece, they must, again, be correctly footnoted.
Assignment 4: Primary Source Exercise (due 4 March)

For this exercise, choose one of the two primary sources we discussed in class towards the end of the course: The Bitter Cry of Outcast London and “The Decay of Bodily Strength in Towns.” Write a short paper (3 pages, double-spaced) in which you discuss the source and how we can use it to elucidate wider themes, like urban poverty in the case of The Bitter Cry and degeneration in the case of “The Decay of Bodily Strength.” In your answer, you should:
· Provide basic information about the text. Who wrote it? When and where was it published? What was the text’s argument? What was the author hoping to achieve by writing it?

· Relate the text to its context. What does the text tell us about the wider context of late nineteenth-century Britain?
· Support your argument with quotations from the book, which must be correctly footnoted.

Assignment 5: Bibliographic Essay (due 11 March)

This exercise is effectively your final examination for the class. You are to select a research topic, and write a 5-7 page (double-spaced) research proposal for it. So you are writing a paper on how you would go about writing a paper. In this paper, you should:
· Read Rampolla on writing a research paper

· Choose a historical topic. This can be any historical topic except Jack the Ripper.

· Define your topic narrowly by asking a specific question. So instead of “World War One,” ask “what were the causes of World War One?” or “what role did technology play in World War One?” etc.

· Find at least eight sources for your topic. These must consist of both primary and secondary sources. It is not acceptable to simply produce a list of secondary sources. Of these, one (and only one!) must be an internet source.
· For each source, explain what the source tells you about your topic/question, and what its limitations are. As you do this, remember what we have discussed in class about the kinds of sources historians use, and the various methodologies used in secondary sources.

· You will also communicate your findings to class, in a brief presentation (5 minutes or so) designed to encourage you to speak clearly and succinctly.
