HISTORY 398: INTRODUCTION TO HISTORICAL THOUGHT
Winter 2009, MW 11:30–1:18
Baker Systems Engineering 136

Professor Karen Spierling

164 Dulles Hall (if I am not there during office hours, you can find me in 152 Dulles Hall)

spierling.1@osu.edu, 688-4115


Office Hours: Monday 1:30–2:30; Wednesday 10:30–11:30 or by appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
The main goal of this course is to provide history majors with the basic tools needed to engage the field of history and to conduct historical research.  Through the assigned readings, films, class projects, and discussions, we will examine the process of “doing history.”  Rather than focusing on a particular region or time period, we will look at the variety of ways that historians of different subjects and areas practice their craft: what kinds of sources they use, what kinds of questions they ask, and how their sources and questions help to shape the historical narratives they construct.  Class assignments are designed to help you consider issues of sources (primary and secondary), methodology, interpretation, and bias.  Since a fundamental part of practicing history well is expressing one’s ideas clearly and effectively, written and oral assignments will be aimed at developing your critical thinking and analysis of sources, as well as your ability to express complex ideas in a clear and effective manner.  
At the end of this course, students will have

· developed their writing skills to produce more concise, coherent, clear, and elegant writing

· developed their oral presentation skills

· strengthened their analytical and critical reading skills, including learning how to locate and interpret historical evidence

· become familiar with important terms, concepts, themes, and methods in history.
REQUIRED TEXTS
Martha C. Howell and Walter Prevenier, From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to Historical 
Methods (Cornell University Press, 2001)

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (Touchstone/Simon & Schuster, 1979)
Marc Bloch, The Historian's Craft (Vintage/Alfred A. Knopf, 1953)

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Harvard Univ. Press, 1983) 
Donald R. Wright, The World and a Very Small Place in Africa: A History of Globalization in 

Niumi, the Gambia, 2nd edition (M.E. Sharpe, 2004) 

   
RECOMMENDED TEXT
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Seventh 
Edition: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers (Univ. of Chicago Press, 2007)
CARMEN
All other assigned readings, as well as a copy of the syllabus and any other class materials you may need, can be accessed through the class website on CARMEN.  
IMPORTANT NOTES
Please feel free to come and talk to me or to e-mail me at any point during the quarter if you have questions or concerns about coursework or about the world of history in general.  E-mail is the quickest way to contact me with pressing questions or to set up an appointment.
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know immediately so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office for Disability Services, located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
Attendance and Participation
Attendance is mandatory.  The format of the course will be a combination of in-class discussions, workshop activities, movies, and presentations of your work to your fellow classmates.  The success of this course depends upon your active and informed participation during class time.  You are expected to attend classes faithfully, participate actively, and come to class prepared to discuss your ideas about the readings and to listen attentively and respectfully to your classmates’ contributions.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of zero (0) for the “Discussion and Participation” component of your grade.  A pattern of lateness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.

Submission of Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines.  You must complete all assignments.  Failure to complete any of the assigned papers or projects will result in an “E” for the semester.

Late Assignments

Extensions will be allowed only if they have been arranged ahead of time with me and only in extenuating circumstances.  If you know ahead of time that you will miss class, for a legitimate reason, on the day an assignment is due, please contact me before the due date to make arrangements for handing in your assignment.  If you submit work late without just cause, or without a previously approved excuse, you may have your grade reduced by a full letter grade per day late (i.e. a B would become a C, a B- would become a C-).  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note the due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.
Evaluation

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 
Class participation

 

25%

Tey analysis




10%

Website analysis and presentation
10%

Bloch analysis



10%

Davis analysis



10%

Newspaper project and presentation
15%

Bibliographic essay and presentation
20 %
Total





100%


Grade Breakdown
A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Note on Grading Expectations for Essays
Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk, Jr., called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument and/or organizing principle; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; has consistent problems with basic sentence construction; and/or does not address the assignment. 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
Keep in mind: I will pursue any cases of suspected plagiarism and will report any academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Any student suspected of plagiarism may be asked to present his or her notes and rough drafts to demonstrate that the paper in question is the student’s original work.  If you have any questions at all about what constitutes plagiarism or about the consequences of academic misconduct, please come and talk to me before you complete the assignment in question.
RESERVE CLAUSE
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet the learning outcome objectives, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons.  Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.

SCHEDULE OF DISCUSSIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS
Week 1  
1/5
Introduction: Why History?
1/7
Film: Richard III

Reading: Start Josephine Tey, Daughter of Time
Week 2 
1/12
Discussion: The Many Facets of History

Reading: 


Complete Josephine Tey, Daughter of Time

Assignment #1 due: 
2–3-page discussion of book—see below.
1/14
Discussion: The problem of sources

Reading: 


Howell & Prevenier, 1–42

Week 3 
1/19
NO CLASS—MLK, JR., DAY
1/21
Library Meeting with Dr. David Lincove: Meet in the reference room of Sullivant 

Library (Room 205, second floor)

Assignment #2a due: 
1.  One-paragraph description of your proposed research 





     project topic for your bibliographic essay.

2. 3 main questions that you would hope to answer about the topic in a research paper.


3.  At least three questions for Dr. Lincove about the best 

     ways to research your topic.
Week 4 
1/26
Discussion: Sources, Proof and Interpretation

Presentation by Maria Mazon, Undergraduate Studies Coordinator, on majoring in 


History at OSU

Reading: 

Howell & Prevenier, 43–150

1/28
Internet Sources: Student Presentations

Reading: 

Elizabeth E. Kirk, “Evaluating Information Found on the Internet” 





at http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/  





and “Information and Its Counterfeits” at 



http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/counterfeit.html 

Assignment #3 due: Analysis of websites (with brief oral presentation)—see below.
Week 5
2/2
In-class group projects on primary sources 
2/4
Discussion: History in Context


Reading: 


Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft





Assignment #4 due: 
2–3 page discussion of the book—see below.
Week 6 
2/9 
Film: “The Return of Martin Guerre”


Reading: 


Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre
2/11
Discussion: Filling in the Blanks of History

Reading: 


“AHR Forum: The Return of Martin Guerre” American






 Historical Review 93:3 (1988), 553–603.  (Articles by Robert 






Finlay and Natalie Zemon Davis.)

Assignment #5 due: 
3-page critical book review—see 
below.
Week 7 
2/16
Discussion: World History—The Local and the Global

Reading: 
Wright, 3–122 
2/18 
Discussion: The Challenges of World History


Reading: 
Wright, 123–289 
Week 8 
2/23
Reconstructing History—Student presentations of newspaper projects


Assignment #6 due: 
Newspaper project—see below.

2/25
Continued student presentations of newspaper projects
Week 9 
3/2 
Discussion: Processing History

Reading: 

Karen Spierling, “Raising Children within and beyond Reformed 




Geneva” (draft article) and “Making Use of God’s Remedies: 




Negotiating the Material Care of Children in Reformation 




Geneva” Sixteenth Century Journal 36:3 (2005), 785–807 (final 




article). 

3/4 
No class meeting: 
Project Completion Day—Work on bibliographic essays (see 




    
Assignment #2b below).
Week 10 
3/9 
Student Presentations of Bibliographic Essays
3/11 
Student Presentations of Bibliographic Essays
Final bibliographic essay (Assignment #2b) due in my office (164 Dulles):  Monday, March 16, between 9:30am and noon.
ASSIGNMENT DETAILS
Assignment #1: 
“Discovering History”: Discussion of Tey’s The Daughter of Time
Based on Tey's The Daughter of Time, write a 2–3 page paper describing the different kinds of evidence that Inspector Grant uses to build his case.   How does he treat these various types of evidence?  What conclusions does he draw from each?  What rules of historical inquiry can we learn from this mystery?

Assignment #2:          Bibliographic Essay.  
 

For this assignment, you will write a 7–8 page research paper proposal that will analyze sources that are available for a particular topic or problem.  That is, you are not to write a term paper.  Instead, you are to select an appropriate topic, and then evaluate and compare the raw materials that you would use if you were eventually to write a paper on this topic.   
For the first part of the project (Assignment 2a), you need to define a topic and submit a 1-paragraph description of your topic, as well as 3 main questions you would want to answer in a research paper on the topic.

For the second part of the project (Assignment 2b), you will write an essay that describes your initial goals; evaluates at least 8 sources that you would use to write the paper (including what types of information your sources do and do not provide); and concludes on how you would refine the final topic and main questions of the paper, given your evaluation of your sources.
Please keep in mind the following guidelines:
· Define your topic narrowly; don't choose "The Civil War," but rather a specific aspect of the event—the origins of the Civil War, or the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation, or the decision to use African-American troops.
· In choosing sources, be open to the wide range evidence we have discussed during the quarter.  That is, choose sources that provide a variety of kinds of information or perspectives on the problem that you have chosen.  Simply using a few secondary sources is not acceptable.
· Be sure to explore what the sources you have chosen tell you about your topic—what you can learn from them—and what the sources cannot or do not tell you.
· In choosing sources, be conscious of the different approaches to history and interpretations of history that we are discussing this quarter.  
· Be sure to consider and explain who would be the audience for your research paper—would you be writing for people who are unfamiliar with your topic? For specialists? For historians in general?

· Please include appropriate footnotes and a bibliography for this assignment.  They should be formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style—examples of this are found in the recommended Turabian text: A Manual for Writers.  The bibliography page does not count towards the 7–8 pages of the assignment.
· You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation.  Your presentation may be based on notes, rather than a complete final draft of your paper, but it must be a clearly organized and coherent discussion of your sources and the shape of your proposed research paper.
Assignment #3:         Website evaluation.

One of the most significant developments in humanity’s recent past has been the appearance and rapid expansion of the internet.  While the web provides fast and convenient access to a seemingly infinite amount of information, historians face many challenges in effectively navigating, evaluating, and utilizing the information that the internet makes so readily available.  Just as historians have learned to assess other types of sources, we must also learn to analyze and judge the information we receive from internet sources, the form that websites take, and the function that each site is designed to perform.  The evaluation and analysis of websites is your task for this project.  Please follow the steps listed on the next page.  
· First, read the Elizabeth Kirk essays assigned above for 1/28.
· Second, choose a specific historical event, person, or development that interests you.  Search the internet (e.g. with “Google”) and make a list of at least 5 websites that provide information on your chosen topic.  
· Third, choose 2 of those websites and write a comparative analysis of their usefulness as sources.  For each website, answer all of the 12 questions listed below.  Then, in 1–2 paragraphs, give your overall comparison of the 2 websites and evaluation of their strengths and/or weaknesses as sources of historical information.
 
 Questions for website evaluations 

1.  
What are the site’s name and address (http://...) and who is the publisher?

2.      
Is the site’s authorship clear? (Are articles signed?)  Who is the author?  What 


credentials does s/he have to write about the topic in question?  What is the 


author’s intent in writing for this site?  Explain your reasoning.

3.      
Are footnotes, references, and/or a bibliography provided?

4.      
Can you find a home page?  Who publishes that?

5.      
What is the intent of the site’s publisher?  (Academic (what level?), commercial, 


advocacy, etc).  Explain your reasoning.

6.      
Does the author use particular audio or visual techniques to enhance his or her 



presentation of information on this site?  Explain briefly.

7.      
Does the author present links to other sites?  If so, assess the effectiveness of this 



aspect of the website.

8.      
Does the layout and design facilitate easy navigation?  Explain why or why not.

9.      
How “fresh” or current is the information in this website?  Does the site seem to be 


regularly maintained/updated?  When was the site last updated?

10.  
Has the site received any awards, as far as you can determine?

11.  
Provide a one-paragraph summary of what you learned about your chosen topic from 
this site.  (If the site deals with many topics, summarize one.  If the site is a link site, 


then choose one link to explore.)

12.  
What precautions should a potential visitor to this site take before using it to learn 


about your chosen topic?

 
Assignment #4: 
Historians in Context: The Historian’s Craft
In a clearly organized 3-page essay, analyze Marc Bloch’s The Historian’s Craft as a source on the development of the field of history and an artifact of early 20th-century Europe.  Your essay should address the following 3 questions:

· What, according to Marc Bloch, are the most important reasons for studying History?  
· What are the main responsibilities, challenges, and dangers facing a historian?

· Based on his topics of discussion, his main arguments, and his examples, how do you think Bloch’s own historical context shaped his views on History?”

Assignment #5: 
Critical Book Review

Write a 3-page critical book review of Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre.   Your review should include reference to the ideas and arguments found in the American Historical Review forum involving Finlay and Davis (found on CARMEN).
· Your review must discuss what you consider both the positive and negative aspects of the book. It should not merely state your opinions (good book, bad book) but rather your considered analysis of the book (its strengths, weaknesses, and use of evidence, and your reasons for characterizing the book the way you do). As you analyze the book, you will need to provide evidence and examples from the text to support your assertions.  

· In your review, be sure to focus on: (1) Davis’s use of evidence and sources to make her argument, and (2) her interpretation of the Martin Guerre story. Does her evidence support her interpretations? Under no circumstances may the book review be merely a summary of the contents (although a summary will be part of the review). This is a book review and not a précis or book report.

· A successful review will be a coherent, logically argued essay. Reviews should include an introductory paragraph with overall appraisal/thesis of the book, concluding paragraph, and topic sentences to each paragraph. A well-written paper will also provide evidence from the book (such as examples and citations from the text) to support the overall thesis and the ideas of each paragraph.

· Quotations must be noted using proper footnote format. If you wish, you may go to the library, look up reviews of the book in scholarly journals, and discuss them along with your own conclusions. However, if you use other reviews you must indicate this by using appropriate citations and appending a bibliography to your paper.

Assignment #6:           Newspaper project  

  

Choose a historical event of global impact that occurred before 1970 (e.g., Industrial Revolution, World War I, Great Depression, Cold War).  Then choose a newspaper published before 1970 and read 10 issues (they need not be consecutive).  You may choose a locally-read (e.g. The Dispatch) or nationally-read (e.g. The Washington Post) newspaper.  Read everything in the newspaper, including advertisements.  You will find a list of digitized newspaper databases at http://library.osu.edu/sites/history/newsFP.php. 
Finally, write a 3–5 page paper that analyzes what you have discovered about the history of that time and place in connection to the global event you have chosen.  Based on your newspaper information, try to reconstruct the impact of your chosen global development on daily life—politics, culture, economy, religion, etc.—in the place you have chosen.  Then, in a concluding paragraph or two, explain what the newspapers do not tell you—i.e. assess their limitations as a historical source. 
 

· In your essay, be sure that you don’t simply list the articles that you find.  This essay should be an historical analysis that synthesizes an overall historical picture of a place in relation to a major global event of the time, drawn from newspapers as a source.

· In your paper, be sure to indicate which newspaper you read, what specific dates, and why you chose that newspaper and those dates.

· You may read the newspaper in its original paper form, copied on microfilm/microfiche, or from an official website.  
· If you quote from or refer to information in an article in one of the newspapers, be sure to indicate where the quotation or information comes from with appropriate footnotes.

· You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation. 
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6

