History 398 (11495-0): Introduction to Historical Thought and Methods

Autumn Quarter 2008
Instructor:  Richard M. Ugland

Office:  132 Dulles Hall (enter via 106); 247-6037; ugland.1@osu.edu

Office Hours:  Mondays, 9:00-10:00 a..m.; Wednesdays, 2:00-3:00 p.m.; and by appointment.
“We live in reference to past experience, and not future events, however, inevitable.”

  ---H. G. Wells

“The past . . . . It isn’t even past.”

  ---William Faulkner

“The past is the present, isn’t it?  It’s the future too.”

  ---Eugene O’Neill

“To remember the past is to commit oneself to the future.”
  ---Pope John Paul II

“Of our conceptions of the past, we make a future.”
  ---Thomas Hobbes

“That men do not learn very much from the lessons of history is the most important of all the lessons        that history has to teach.”

  ---Aldous Huxley

Description and Objectives: This course is designed for students who are planning to major or minor in history.  Unlike other history courses, this one does not focus on a specific geographic area or chronological period, but rather examines the processes and methods involved in thinking historically. We will explore the ways in which historians go about their work and the problems they encounter in bringing meaning from the past.  Students will learn about the evaluation of historical evidence, the interpretation of historical facts, and the role historiographic tradition plays in our understanding of the past.  Because the work of historians is still done largely through reading and writing, this course will provide special opportunities to develop reading and writing skills. Students also will practice their oral presentation skills through reporting in class on their written assignments. After this course, students should be able to:

1.  evaluate better the strengths and weaknesses of historical works.

2.  read and write more concisely and precisely about history.

3.  understand issues of evidence and interpretation that historians must deal with constantly.

4.  appreciate basic landmarks in the western historiographic tradition.
Required Books:  (available at SBX)

James E. Crisp, Sleuthing the Alamo
James Davidson and Mark Lytle, After the Fact: the Art of Historical Detection, 5th edition 
      (Note:  this is the complete book, not simply volume 1 or volume 2)

Furay and Salevouris, The Methods and Skills of History: A Practical Guide, Second Edition (Must         be second edition, and must be a NEW book because this is a workbook in which you will write.)

Class Structure:

We will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. to 3:18 p.m., in University Hall 051.   Class sessions will consist primarily of discussion of the readings and the homework assignments, dialogue between instructor and students, and reports on the assignments.   All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.   Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and they should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Grading:

Your grade in the course will be determined as follows: Mid-Terms and Final Exam -- 30%; Class Participation (including homework assignments and in-class written assignments) -- 30%; Papers -- 40%.  A minimum grade of ‘C’ is required in this course for students to major in history.

Mid-Term Exams: [on October 21 and November 18]

There will be two (2) mid-term exams on the assigned daily readings and on the material presented in class.  They will be short answer in format.  No make-up mid-term exams will be given.
Class Participation:
The participation grade will be based on attendance and class activities, including regular informed contributions to class discussion, performance on homework assignments, and oral presentations.  Written homework assignments will be due according to the schedule below. Students will have opportunity to give oral presentations of their paper assignments and other issues that arise in class.
Papers:   [Detailed instructions will be given in class]                
  1.   Précis of a chapter in After the Fact.   [Due:  no later than October 21]

  2.   Essay on a primary source.  [Due: no later than November 13]

  3.  Historiographic essay, with annotated bibliography, and critical book evaluation. [Due: no later         than Dec. 2]

Final Examination:   [Thursday, December 11, 1:30-3:18 p.m., same room]
The final exam will be comprehensive and similar in format to the mid-term exams.

Assignment and Examination Policy:
No make-up mid-term exams shall be given.   No “extra credit” assignments shall be given or accepted.  No paper or homework assignment will be accepted after the due date unless Prof. Ugland has granted prior approval.  Such approval will be granted only if documented circumstances beyond your control prevent you from handing in an assignment by the due date.  It is assumed that students will begin assignments early, and that they will set for themselves a completion date prior to the due date.  The final exam must be taken in class at the time assigned by the University.  No final exam shall be given prior to the scheduled time for the final.  Consideration for a make-up final will be granted only in the case of documented illness or documented family emergency.

Regular attendance is simply expected; unexcused absences will adversely affect the class participation grade.   Students who miss a class are responsible for all changes to the syllabus announced in the class, including change in exam dates, all handouts given in the class, and any other matters occurring in the class.  If an illness or a family emergency requires you to miss a class, contact Prof. Ugland for assistance in making up missed material.

No kind of academic misconduct will be tolerated.  Evidence of any case of suspected misconduct will be forwarded to the University’s Committee on Academic Misconduct.  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Discussion Schedule:

Students must complete the readings and written assignments by the time of class on the date shown on the schedule below.  Come to each class prepared to ask and answer questions and to discuss material from the readings and the homework assignments.   All assigned exercises from The Methods and Skills of History (M) are from Set “A”.

On this schedule: A=After the Fact; M=The Methods and Skills of History; S=Sleuthing the Alamo
                                                                              READINGS                              WRITTEN
CL   DATE         TOPICS                                ASSIGNMENTS                        EXERCISES
1       9/25           Introduction to the Course  

                           and to the Study of History             

2       9/30
   The Useable Past                            M 1, 2                                 M1: 1, 2; M2: 1, 2

3       10/2           Historical Mindedness:                    M 3; A, Intro., Prologue            M2: 3; M3: 1  

                           Continuity and Change

4      10/7            Historical Mindedness:                    M 4; A 2                                   M3: 2; M4:  1, 2

                           Multiple Causality

5      10/9            Historical Mindedness:                    M 5; A 17, 11                           M5: 1, 2

                           Context

6      10/14          Experiencing the History Major     Department Handbook            sample major plan

                           at Ohio State
7      10/16
   Visit to the Arts and Sciences, Office      

                           of Career Services, 048 Townshend Hall
8      10/21          Reading History                              M 7                                           M7: 1, 2

                           EXAM 1

                           PAPER I Due
9      10/23          Historical Research and Writing      M 12                                          M12: 1-6

10    10/28          Historical Evidence                         M 9; A 1, 3, 4                            M9: 1-4
11    10/30          Historical Interpretation                   M 11; A 5                                  M11: 2, 4
12     11/4
   Using the Library (Presenter:           M 6 
                           David Lincove, History Librarian)

                           (meet in 205 Sullivant Library)
13     11/6           History Research on the WEB         (Optional) M 6 (pp. 83-84)

                           (Presenter: Prof. David Staley, 

                           Goldberg Program)
11/11 -- HOLIDAY – No Class

14    11/13         History on Film                                M 8; A 9, 14, 16                        Oral Reports

                          Films:  Goodbye Billy; The Sixties                        
                          PAPER II due
15    11/18         Oral and Quantitative History           M 10; A 8, 15, 12                      M10: 1, 2

                          EXAM 2                                                                                          Oral Reports



                                                                     

16    11/20         Approaches and Fields                    M 14; A 10, 13, 6, 7                  M14: 1, 2, 3

                          of History                                                                                          Oral Reports

17    11/25         Social Memory v.                             S  Personal Prologue, 1             Oral Reports

                          Historical Awareness

11/27 -- HOLIDAY -- No Class         

18    12/2        A History of Histories                    M13; S 2, 3                  M13: Crossword puzzle                                 PAPER III due                                                                                Oral Reports
19    12/4           Doing History                                   S  4, Afterward                          Oral Reports

                          Summary/Review/Evaluation                                                                  

FINAL EXAMINATION:  Thursday, December 11, 1:30-3:18, same room
