History 398
Introduction to Historical Thought and Methods
Spring 2004  –  MW 10:30-12:18, JR 221

 

 

Professor Nick Breyfogle

Office Hours:  Mon: 1-3:30, and by appointment

Office: 159 Dulles Hall.  Phone: 292-3560

breyfogle.1@osu.edu

 

 

 

Description and Objectives

 

Welcome to the wonderful world of history!  This class is designed to prepare students to succeed in the history major at OSU.  It is an introduction to the field of history, and to the concepts and skills necessary to study the past.  Through readings, films, discussions, in-class activities, and written assignments, we will explore various purposes for studying history, the types of sources available to reconstruct the past, and different methods or approaches for examining and interpreting history.  Unlike other history classes, this course does not treat a specific topic or period, but rather focuses on historical methodology and the philosophy of history.  Throughout the course, you will learn skills—critical and analytic thinking, writing, reading, note taking, working in groups, and public speaking—that will be necessary for you both as history majors and also in most of life’s endeavors.

 

The format of the course will be a combination of in-class discussions, workshop activities, movies, and presentations of your work to your fellow classmates.  Designed as a workshop, the success of this course depends upon your active and informed participation during class time.  You are expected to attend classes faithfully, participate actively, and come to class prepared to discuss your ideas about the readings and to listen to your colleagues.  

 

 

 

Important Information

 

Students are very welcome to talk with me about any aspect of the course and the marvels of history.  My office hours and location are listed above.  I can also be reached by e-mail (breyfogle.1@osu.edu) to set up an appointment.

 

In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  
 

If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know at the beginning of the quarter so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).

 

 

 

Assigned Readings:
 

All books are available at SBX.  The course packet is available at the Tuttle Park Garage COP-EZ.  All readings have been placed on reserve at the main library.

 

Art Spiegelman, MAUS, vols I & II [also on permanent reserve at CGA stacks]
Malcolm Gladwell, The Tipping Point
De Las Casas, The Devastation of the Indies (1992 edition)

James West Davidson and Mark Hamilton Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection (4th edition), Listed as DL below

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (4th edition)

 

COP-EZ course packet (listed as CP below, be sure to get the 398 packet for Breyfogle)

 

We will also watch and discuss the film:  The Nasty Girl.

 

 

 

Course Requirements, Assignments, and Grading

 

This course requires a considerable amount of reading and writing.  There are six written assignments, three formal oral presentations, and weekly readings for each class that will form the basis for our in-class discussions and activities.

 

Written assignments (described at length below)                                                                        

1. Précis of The Tipping Point                                                                   10%

2. Website evaluation                                                                                7.5%

3. Critical Book Review of Martin Guerre                                     12.5%

4. Newspaper project  (and in-class oral presentation)                              15% 

5. Oral History Group Project (and in-class oral presentation)                   15%

6. Bibliographic Essay (and in-class oral presentation)                               20%

 

In-class Discussion and Participation                                                                 20%

 

Total                                                                                                                100%   

 

 

Attendance

            Attendance is mandatory.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of zero (0) for the “Discussion and Participation” component of your grade.  A pattern of lateness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.

 

 

Submission of Assignments

            All assignments are mandatory.  If you do not submit one assignment, I will reduce your final grade by one full letter grade in addition to giving you zero for that assignment.  If you do not submit two or more assignments, you will automatically receive a failing grade for the course.

 

 

Late Assignments
Extensions of written work are granted at the discretion of the instructor to those students presenting valid and verifiable excuses.  Students who are unable to fulfill assignments as scheduled for family, religious, or medical reasons must contact me before the due date of the assignment.  If you submit work late without just cause, or without a previously approved excuse, you may have your grade reduced by a full letter per day late (i.e. a B would become a C, a B- would become a C-).  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  If I am not available to approve excuses, leave a message on my e-mail or office voice-mail.  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.

 

 

Grade Reconsideration
A student who wishes reconsideration of his/her grade on a paper should submit the assignment in its entirety to the instructor.  The paper should be accompanied by a written exposition, explaining why the grade is not an accurate appraisal of the work.  Appeals must be initiated within one week after the paper was returned to the class.  In reviewing a paper on appeal, I reserve the right to raise, confirm, or lower the grade.

 

 

Plagiarism and Cheating
            Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  If you do not understand what plagiarism means (it is described in the student handbook—see the attached copy) you should come and see me before beginning any of these assignments.

 

Topics and Reading Assignments
 

 

I        Introducing History
 

Week 1
 

March 29:                    Introduction to the course

            

 

March 31:                    What is History?  Why do we study it?

                                                Reading:           a) Spiegelman, MAUS, volumes I and II

                                                                        b) Rampolla, pp. 70-84 (scan pp. 85-118)

 

 

 

Week 2

 

April 5:             1.  Introduction to the History Major (Maria Mazon, Academic 

Program Coordinator, History Department)

                                    2.  Career Services Orientation, Opportunities for History Majors

Reading:           Begin Gladwell, The Tipping Point
 

 

April 7:             No Class

 

 

 

Week 3
 

 

II       Sources, Evidence, Perspective, Interpretation
 

· How do we know what we think we know?

· What constitutes a historical source?

        How do we collect, select, evaluate, and use historical evidence, and what kinds of evidence best answer certain types of questions?

 

 

 

April 12:                       Why do things happen?  Models of Causation

                                                Reading:           Finish Gladwell, The Tipping Point
 

****  Assignment # 1 due at the beginning of class ****
 
April 14                        Types of Sources and their Uses I

                                                Reading:    a) De Las Casas, Devastation of the Indies, pp. 1-74

b) CP:  “Las Casas vs. Oviedo,” and Oviedo and 

    Las Casas, pp. 211-21, 284-85 (from 1492)

c) Rampolla, pp. 5-21

 

 

 

Week 4
 

April 19:                       Types of Sources and their Uses II

                                                Reading:           DL: chapters 7-8, 11

 

****  Assignment # 2 due at the beginning of class ****
 

 

April 21:                       Selecting and Evaluating Evidence

Reading:           Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre
                        Rampolla, pp. 43-56

 

 

 

Week 5
 

April 26:                       Debating Martin Guerre and his Return

Reading:     CP:  Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of 

Martin Guerre” and Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame” (American Historical Review forum)

 

****  Assignment # 3 due at the beginning of class ****
 

 

April 28:                       Library Orientation and Discussion of Research Resources   

Meet in Room 122 Main Library (With David Lincove).

 

 

 

Week 6
 

May 3:                         Student Presentations of Newspaper Assignments

 

**** Assignment # 4, Newspaper project, due at the beginning of class ****
 

 

May 5:                         Student Presentations of Newspaper Assignments

 

 

 

 

Week 7
 

III        “S. P. E. R. M.”  Approaches to History
 

 

· What are different frameworks or approaches used to understand the past?

· What are the categories of analysis that historians use?

 

 

May 10:           Menarche and Monarchy:  Political, Gender, and Woman’s History

                                                Reading: DL: chp. 9, 13

 

 

May 12:           Cultural History and Environmental History

Reading:  DL: chp. 5, 

CP: Stephen Kern, “The Present” & “Speed” 

 

 

 

 

Week 8
 

IV      History and the Politics of Memory, Memory and the Politics of History
 

“History:  what we do to the past in the present”

 

· What forces shape how we interpret the historical record?

· What is the difference between history and memory?

 

 

May 17:                       Student Presentations of Oral History Projects

 

**** Assignment # 5, Oral History Project, due at the beginning of class ****
 

 

May 18                        Individual conferences with instructor on bibliographic essay (159 Dulles, my office)

 

May 19:                       Movie:  The Nasty Girl 

 

 

 

 

Week 9
 

May 24:                       Confronting the Past:  the Holocaust and Nazi History Today

Reading:           CP:  D. D. Guttenplan, “The Holocaust on Trial” and Richard Evans, “The Burden of Guilt.”

 

May 26:                       Hiroshima and the Enola Gay Controversy

Reading:           CP:  Michael Hogan “The Enola Gay Controversy.”

 
 
 
 
V       Researching and Writing History
 

Week 10
 

May 31:                       No Class:  Memorial Day

 

June 2:                          Student Presentations of Bibliographic Essays

 

 

 

 

Week 11 (Finals Week)
 

June 7:                          Student Presentations of Bibliographic Essays 

(*** Note: class will meet 9:30-11:18***)
 

 

June 9       *** Assignment # 6, Bibliographic Essay, due by 
3pm in my office ***
 
 
Assignments
 
Note:  My expectations for these papers are very high.  The challenge throughout the course is to figure out how to say many intelligent things in a small amount of space.  These assignments must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font.  Correct grammar, spelling, and writing style will be used to determine your grade.

 
*** Also Note: On all assignments please put only your social security number on your paper, not your name.  ***
 
 
 
 
Assignment #1:           Précis (Book Summary)
 

Write a 3-page précis of The Tipping Point.  

 

· Before beginning this assignment, read Rampolla, 23-24 (section 3b-1, Summaries)

· A précis is a summary of the author's main points, arguments, and conclusions in your own words, and does not include your own opinions or analysis of the book.  (Webster’s dictionary defines a précis as “a concise summary of essential points, statements, or facts.”)  Thus, your task here is to write an organized essay that sums up and recaps Gladwell’s main arguments and the reasoning behind them.  (I.e. you are to condense his 259 pages of prose into 3 pages of your own.)  

· Be sure to provide specific examples from the book to show how he supports his arguments and to include only information that is in the book.

· As you write your précis, keep in mind that you are writing it for some reader who has not read the book.

· It is essential in your précis to show the logical connection between the author’s ideas.  That is, if you merely string together a group of unconnected sentences, however accurate they might be separately, you cannot expect more than a C grade.  In addition, quotations of more than a few words are not acceptable since a précis is supposed to be written in your own words.  If you do quote briefly, be sure to provide a proper footnote reference (see Rampolla, pp. 87-88).

· Writing a good précis is very difficult.  Plan to do at least two drafts before the one you turn in.  In the first draft, you should concentrate on getting his ideas straight.  In the second draft, check your prose closely to make sure that every sentence says exactly what it should.  Choose your words very carefully.  Eliminate every word that does not contribute something significant.  

 
Assignment # 2:         Website evaluation.

 

 

One of the most significant developments in humanity’s recent past has been the appearance and rapid expansion of the internet.  The web provides humans with unprecedented opportunities, particularly in the dissemination and manipulation of information and the communication of ideas and opinions.  But these same possibilities also confront us with new difficulties in how we navigate, evaluate, and utilize the information that the internet makes so readily available.  Just as historians have learned to assess other types of sources, we must also learn to analyze and judge the information we receive from internet sources, the form that websites take, and the function that each site is designed to perform.  

            The evaluation and analysis of websites is your task for this project.  Please follow the steps listed below.  

 

 

First, read one or both of the following articles about evaluating websites.  You will need these articles to help you complete the remainder of the assignment.

a)      Rampolla, 13-14, 45-48

b)      Elizabeth E. Kirk, “Evaluating Information on the Internet,” “Practical Steps in Evaluating Internet Resources,” and “Information and Its Counterfeits: Propaganda, Misinformation and Disinformation,” which can be found at http://www.library.jhu.edu/elp/useit/evaluate/, http://www.library.jhu.edu/elp/useit/evaluate/practical.html, and http://www.library.jhu.edu/elp/useit/evaluate/counterfeit.html (you can link to the second and third articles from the first)   

AND/OR   The Ohio State University Libraries “Evaluation of Websites” 

at http://gateway.lib.ohio-state.edu/tutor/les1/index.html
 

 

Second, choose two of the websites listed below to use in your evaluation.  Each site deals with different aspects of Europe’s Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook14.html
http://tqjunior.thinkquest.org/4132/index.htm
http://history.evansville.net/industry.html
http://www2.exnet.com/1995/10/10/science/science.html
http://www.victorianweb.org/history/workers1.html
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761577952/Industrial_Revolution.html
 

 

Third, for each of the two sites you choose, complete an analysis using the 12 questions listed in the instructions below.  You should answer them in numbered (1, 2, 3, etc.) format.  Begin a separate page for each website.

 
 

1.  What are the site’s name and title (Http://) and who is the publisher?

2.      Is the site’s authorship clear? (Are articles signed?)  Who is the author?  What credentials does s/he have to write about the Industrial Revolution?  What is the author’s intent in writing for this site?  Explain your reasoning.

3.      Are footnotes, references and/or bibliography provided?

4.      Can you find a home page?  Who publishes that?

5.      What is the intent of the site’s publisher?  (Academic (what level?), commercial, advocacy, etc).  Explain your reasoning.

6.      Is audio or visual presentation an important part of this site?  Explain briefly.

7.      Assess the use of links.

8.      Does the layout and design facilitate easy navigation?  Explain why, why not.

9.      How “fresh” or current is the information in this website?  Does the site seem to be regularly maintained/updated?  When was the site last updated?

10.  Has the site received any awards?

11.  Provide a one-paragraph summary of what you learned about the Industrial Revolution from this site.  (If the site deals with many topics, summarize one.  If the site is a link site, then choose one link to explore)

12.  What precautions should a potential visitor to this site take before using it to learn about the Industrial Revolution?

 

 
 
 
Assignment #3:           Critical Book Review
 

 

Write a 3 page book review of The Return of Martin Guerre.  

 

· Before beginning this assignment, read Rampolla 24-26 (section 3b-2, Book and Film Reviews).  Follow the guidelines for writing a book review that Rampolla provides.

· Also before you begin, read the book carefully.  

· Your review must be critical; that is, it must discuss what you consider both the positive and negative aspects of the book.  It should not merely state your opinions (good book, bad book) but rather your considered analysis of the book (its strengths, weaknesses, and use of evidence, and your reasons for characterizing the book the way you do).  As you analyze the book, you will need to provide evidence and examples from the text to support your assertions.  

· In your review, be sure to focus on (1) Davis’s use of evidence and sources to make her argument, and (2) her interpretation of the Martin Guerre story.  Does her evidence support her interpretations?  Also, your review should include reference to the ideas and arguments found in the American Historical Review forum involving Finlay and Davis.

· Under no circumstances may the book review be merely a summary of the contents (although a summary will be part of the review).  This is a book review and not a précis or book report.  

· A successful review will be a coherent, logically argued essay.  Reviews should include an introductory paragraph with overall appraisal/thesis of the book, concluding paragraph, and topic sentences to each paragraph.  A well-written paper will also provide evidence from the book (such as examples and citations from the text) to support the overall thesis and the ideas of each paragraph.

· Quotations must be noted using proper footnote format (see Rampolla, pp. 87-88).  If you wish, you may go to the library, look up reviews of the book in scholarly journals, and discuss them along with your own conclusions.  However, if you use other reviews you must indicate this by using appropriate citations and appending a bibliography to your paper.  

 

 

 

Assignment #4:           Newspaper project  

 

 

Choose a newspaper published before 1930 and read 10 issues (they need not be consecutive).  You may choose The Lantern or The Dispatch; you might prefer to look at a newspaper from the colonial and revolutionary era, the Civil War era, or your local hometown paper.  Read everything in the newspaper, including advertisements.  Then, write a 3-page paper that analyzes what you have discovered about the history of that time and place.  First, try to reconstruct daily life—politics, culture, economy, religion, etc.—in the place and time you have chosen based on your newspaper information.  Then, in a concluding paragraph or two, explain what the newspapers do not tell you—i.e. assess their limitations as a historical source.  

 

· In your essay, be sure that you don’t simply list the articles that you find.  This essay should be an historical analysis that synthesizes an overall historical picture of a place and time, drawn from newspapers as a source.

· In your paper, be sure to indicate which newspaper you read, for what specific dates, and why you chose that newspaper and those dates.

· Do not use a newspaper from a website.  You must read the newspaper in its original paper form or copied on microfilm/microfiche.

· If you quote from or refer to information in an article in one of the newspapers, be sure to indicate where the quotation or information comes from with appropriate footnotes.

· You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation. 

 
 
 
 
Assignment #5:           Oral History Group Project  

 

 

You will work in groups of two or three for this project.  You and your partner(s) should choose an event or experience from American History that occurred after 1930, such as the Great Depression, WWII, Woodstock, the British Invasion (the Beatles), the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Cold War, Korea, the women’s liberation movement, the assassination of Martin Luther King, school desegregation, the killing of the Kent State students by National Guardsmen, the fall of Saigon, the Iranian hostage crisis, the Reagan presidency, the Challenger disaster, or anything else that interests you (except the events of 9/11/01).  Do some background reading on the subject in newspapers, magazines like Life and Time, and one or two secondary-source books.  Then, interview two family members or elderly friends who remember these events (use a tape recorder if you can).  

 

· Write a 3-page paper comparing the written accounts you read with the story as told to you by your informants; if there are differences, how do you explain them?  Each group should work as a team to produce one paper for the group as a whole.

· In addition to the three-page essay, be sure to attach (1) the list of questions that you asked the interviewees, and (2) a bibliography of the secondary sources that you used.  For proper bibliography format, see Rampolla, pp. 102-114.

        Be sure to footnote the source of each piece of information or quotation that you use in your paper (including information or quotations from the interviews).  For proper footnote format, see Rampolla, pp. 87-102.

        You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation.

 

 

 

 

Assignment #6:          Bibliographic Essay.  
 

 

For this assignment, you will write a 5-7 page research proposal that will analyze sources that are available for a particular topic or problem.  That is, you are not to write a term paper.  Instead, you are to select an appropriate topic, and then evaluate and compare the raw materials that you would use if you were eventually to write a paper on this topic.  In this essay you are expected to demonstrate that you have mastered these and other concepts that have been discussed earlier in the course by using them as the tools for your analysis.  This exercise is, in fact, a kind of final examination, so before writing review all of your earlier work for the course.  

 

Please keep in mind the following guidelines:
a.       Before beginning the assignment, please read Rampolla, 39-52 (chapter on “Writing a Research Paper”).

b.      Define your topic narrowly; don't choose "The Civil War," but rather a specific question—the origins of the Civil War, or the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation, or the decision to use African-American troops.

c.       In choosing sources, be open to the wide range evidence we have discussed during the quarter.  That is, choose sources that provide different kinds of information or different perspectives on the problem that you have chosen.  Simply using a few secondary sources is not acceptable.

d.      Be sure to explore what the sources you have chosen tell you about your topic—what you can learn from them—and what the sources cannot or do not tell you.

e.       In choosing sources, be conscious of the different approaches to history and interpretations of history that we have discussed this quarter.  Different types of sources will provide answers to the diverse questions that different historical methods and schools of interpretation pose.

f.        Please include appropriate footnotes and a bibliography for this assignment.  The bibliography page does not count towards the 5-7 pages of the assignment.

g.       You will also communicate your findings to the class as an oral presentation.

 
