History 398:  Introduction to Historical Thought                                          Autumn 2003

Professor Susan Hartmann, 253 Dulles Hall                  Office hours:  T 10-11, W 1:30-3, 

292-1871       hartmann.1@osu.edu                                                        and by appointment

 

                   

            This course will introduce you to concepts and skills essential to the study of history (and useful for many other courses of study as well).  We will examine how historians do their work:  what sources and methods they use; what kinds of questions they ask; why historians can disagree about events and developments in the past and their meaning.  We will also discuss the uses of history and how it is constructed in contemporary government and politics and in films and other forms of popular culture.  Students will develop their own skills in reading and writing about history and learn to think critically about the history that we see around us.

 

            Please note that department policy requires all students to be officially enrolled in the course by October 3.  No requests to add the course will be approved after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

 

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made.

 

All students are encouraged to meet with me in my office whenever I can be of help.  

   

Course Requirements:

 

1.   Regular attendance and participation in class discussion and at least two comments on the class e-list (h398au03).  This is not a lecture course and its success—and yours—depends on your having read the assignments thoughtfully and completed the assigned exercises and papers before class, and taking part in class discussion.  Asking questions about confusing materials or concepts also constitutes participation.  More than two unexcused absences (see #4 below) will result in the loss of 5 points per absence.   Students who miss class are responsible for everything that was covered that day, including any changes to the syllabus or assignments announced in class. 

 

2.  Workbook exercises, as assigned on the schedule; and one exercise on sources used in the Cold War book.

 

3.  Four writing assignments as described below.

 

      4.  All assignments are due on the dates indicated in the schedule.  Exceptions will be made only in cases of emergencies involving family, medical, or religious reasons and must be arranged before the assignment is due.  You can reach me by e-mail or leave a phone message.  Employment or other academic pressures do not constitute an excuse.   The grade for unexcused late assignments will drop by half of a grade each day.   

 

5.  Plagiarism or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  We will discuss plagiarism on the first day of class.  If you do not understand what constitutes plagiarism, you should see me before completing any of the assignments.

 

Required books:

John H. Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction.  

John Fousek, To Lead the Free World: American Nationalism and the Cultural Roots of the Cold War
Peter Charles Hoffer and William W. Stueck, Reading and Writing American History: An Introduction to the Historian’s Craft
 
Schedule:
 

9/25     Introduction      

 

9/30     What is History and Why Study It

Reading:  Arnold, chapter 1

Exercises:  H&S, 1-11

 

10/2      The History major at Ohio State:  Maria Mazon

 

10/7      The History of History

Reading:  Arnold, chapters 2 and 3

Assignment #2 is due: précis of Arnold, chapter 2 

 

10/9      The Causes and Consequences of His[s]tory

Reading:  Handouts

                        Virginia Woolf, “A Room of One’s Own,” excerpt

Gerda Lerner, “The Challenge of Women’s History” 

 

10/14    Using Libraries, Real and Virtual:  Meet in Main Library, room 124

 

10/16    Historical Sources

            Reading:  Arnold, chapter 4

            Exercises:  H&S, 19-30            

 

10/21    Interpretation and Objectivity, I

                        Reading:  Arnold, chapter 5

                        Exercises:  H&S, 41-48

                        Assignment #2 optional substitute is due:  précis of Arnold, chapter 5

 

10/23   Class will not meet

 

10/28    Interpretation and Objectivity, II

                        Reading:  Arnold, chapter 6 and 7

                        Exercises:  H&S, 48-52

 

10/30   Analyzing Newspapers

                        Assignment #3 is due.

                        Oral presentations 

 

11/4    Analyzing Newspapers

                        Oral presentations

 

11/6    Analyzing Statistics

                        Exercises:  H&S, 13-17, 169-80

 

11/11    Analyzing Popular Culture

                        Exercises:  H&S, 131-40

 

11/13   Schools of Historical Interpretation

                        Reading:  Fousek, Introduction; review H&S, 45

                        Assignment #4 is due

 

11/18    Examining a Historian’s Work

                        Reading:  Fousek, chapters 1-3

                        

11/20   Examining a Historian’s Work

                        Reading:  Fousek, chapters 4-5

                        

11/25   Popular Culture and the Cold War

                        Movie:  The Red Menace
 

12/2     Historical Analogies:  the Cold War and the War on Terrorism

                        Reading:  Fousek, chapters 6-7

                        

12/4    What is history and how is it made?

                        Assignment #5 is due

 
Assignments:
 

1.  Exercises in the workbook.  These will be collected at random, so students should bring their workbooks with completed assignments to every class meeting.  In addition to the workbook exercises, students will locate two sources that Fousek uses and evaluate them as evidence.  

 

2.  A 1-2 page précis of Arnold, chapter 2.  The American Heritage dictionary defines a précis as “a concise summary of the essential facts or statements of a . . . text.”  Your job is to summarize Arnold’s main points, arguments, and conclusions and to do so in your own words.  You should not include your own views on or evaluation of the chapter.  Be sure to show how Arnold’s ideas are connected to one another.   

            Your précis must be typed and double-spaced.  Plan to write two drafts—in the first, you should try to convey Arnold’s key ideas in a logical order.  Then read your essay carefully, correcting spelling and grammar, eliminating words that do not contribute anything significant, making sure that each paragraph is organized around one main idea and that each sentence says what you meant it to say.   

            

3.  3-4 page paper on newspaper sources.  It will be helpful to read Exercise 2 in H&S, pp. 99-100 and Fousek’s Introduction before doing this assignment.  Choose one newspaper and read five issues from the period 1946-1950.  As you read through the paper, look for what it can tell a historian about the origins of the Cold War.  Look at advertisements, cartoons, etc. as well as the news section.  

            Your paper should analyze what you have found.  What kinds of information about the Cold War does the newspaper contain and what are the sources of this information; how reliable is this information and to what extent does it help you draw conclusions about the Cold War’s origins?  What does the newspaper not tell you; and where might a historian look for that information?

Be sure to indicate what newspaper you read and what issues you examined.  If you quote from or refer to a particular article, you must indicate where the information or quotation came from.  Your footnotes will look like this:  Columbus Dispatch, September 1, 2003, 6 (name of the newspaper underlined, the date, and the page number(s).  

Again, you should plan on writing two drafts of your paper.  You will also present an oral report to the class on your findings.

 

4.  2-3 page paper reporting on two reviews of Fousek, To Lead the Free World.  Indicate where you found the reviews and who wrote them.  Were the reviewers historians who had also written on the subject?  What did they see as the contributions of the book?  What weaknesses did they identify?  On what points did they disagree?  How did the reviews differ in terms of what elements of the book they covered?

 

5.  4-5 page paper on the subject, What is history and how is it made?  You will begin this paper in class on the first class meeting.  As we proceed through the course, you should add to and revise your paper, drawing on the readings and class discussion.  For the final paper, you should indicate how your ideas about history have changed and why they have changed.  Your paper should present an argument about what constitutes history, how accurate it can be and what makes it more or less accurate, how historians go about choosing topics to investigate and the methods they use, and how and why history is important to ordinary people.  

 

Evaluation
            Class participation and workbook assignments              25 points

Précis                                                                                       15 points

Paper on newspaper sources and oral report                             20 points

Paper on reviews of Fousek                                                      20 points

Final paper                                                                               20 points

Course grades:  A  93+ points; A-  90-92; B+ 88-89; B 83-87; B- 80-82; C+ 78-79; C 73-77; C- 70-72; D+ 68-69; D 60-67.

