Introduction to Historical
Thought and Methods
History 398      TR 2:30-4:18
 
Dr. Daniel Hobbins
Dulles Hall 320             292-7200         hobbins.7@osu.edu
Office hours: W 2:00-4:00 and by appointment
Call #20750-9
 
 
Course Description
 
This course introduces history majors to how historians study the past. The teaching of history in secondary schools generally involves learning facts and chronology. In their history courses at OSU (including this one) students will accumulate a great many facts, but the primary goal of this course is to provide students with insight into the nature of historical inquiry. To achieve this goal, we will focus on two specific historical controversies: (1) whether or not Richard III (r. 1483-1485) killed his nephews to gain the throne; and (2) whether or not a French villager who returned home after years away at war was the man he claimed to be. We will conclude the course by considering some of the larger questions and issues confronting the historian: the relationship between truth and history, the nature of historical evidence, and the possibility of historical objectivity.
 
Through the readings, discussions, exercises, and writing assignments, we will work to develop both the analytical and technical skills required for historical study. That is, we will learn how to identify and analyze the arguments of historical texts, identify useful sources, distinguish primary from secondary sources, and think critically about the processes of source selection and interpretation that lie at the heart of all history writing. We will also learn how to cite sources properly, check historical documentation, use library and computer resources, and write précis, book reviews, and longer analytical historical essays.
 
Though the instructor will occasionally lecture, the course format is a seminar, and therefore the success of the course depends heavily on student involvement, especially through class discussion. You will benefit more if you participate actively and do not hesitate to ask questions about the material—the process of history is, after all, in large part one of asking questions. Students should be prepared for an engaging and challenging course. If you master the skills and concepts it is designed to teach, however, the remainder of your work in the major should be easier. 
 
 
Course Objectives
 
By the conclusion of the course, students should:
•     understand what history is, specifically that history is different from facts and dates.
•     be able to distinguish primary and secondary sources.
•     have gained important practice in asking a historical question.
•     have developed research skills, for working with both digital and physical sources.
•     be able to summarize history books and articles accurately and succinctly, and to evaluate them as conveyers of an argument rather than merely as sources of information.
 
 
Course Texts (available at bookstore)
 
        James West Davidson and Mark H. Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection (2004)
        Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (1984)
        Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (1951; 1995)
        Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft (1964)
        Articles to be printed out/copied and brought to class:
1. “AHR Forum: The Return of Martin Guerre,” American Historical Review 93 (1988): 552-603;
2. Charles A. Beard, “Written History as an Act of Faith,” American Historical Review 39 (1934): 219-231; and
3. Carl Becker, “Everyman His Own Historian,” American Historical Review 37 (1932): 221-236.
 
 
Course Expectations and Grading
 
Total of 400 points
 
Attendance and Participation: [20% or 80 points] 
Attendance is required and will be taken every class. Everyone is expected to play an active role in class meetings. Since this class is designed as a discussion seminar, active class participation is essential. The grade in this category will be based on attendance, exercises, quizzes, in-class assignments, and informed contributions to class discussions.
 
Précis: [5% or 20 points]
Write a précis of either Beard or Becker. A précis is a summary of the author’s main points, arguments, and conclusions. It should be organized to reflect the author’s most important arguments and the reasoning behind them. Your précis should be 1 page, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. You might find it helpful to follow these guidelines:
1.      Read the chapter to discover the general idea.
2.      Read the chapter carefully, looking for the main ideas in each paragraph.
3.      Jot down the main ideas in each paragraph.
4.      Write a summarizing sentence for each paragraph.
5.      Write the précis, putting all the summarizing sentences inton one well-written paragraph.
6.      Rewrite and edit your précis.
 
Primary Source Analysis of Mancini (handout): [15% or 60 points]
Write a 3-4 page source analysis of Dominic Mancini’s account of Richard III. Your analysis should first provide an overview of the work, including a brief outline of its contents. Second, consider the circumstances of composition, including the author’s identity, reasons for writing, sources, and reliability. The bulk of the paper (at least half) comes third, where you evaluate the source for the historian of Richard III. Here, you should suggest what challenges the work poses (or not) to the revisionist view of Richard III.
 
Book Review of Tey: [20% or 80 points]
The book review should be 5-6 pages and, in addition to summarizing the book, should critique the book in relation to themes discussed in class. Please include full bibliographical information at the top of the first page and use parenthetical citations. Follow the guidelines for books reviews at the end of the syllabus.
 
Paper on The Return of Martin Guerre Book/Film/AHR Forum: [20% or 80 points]
Write a paper exploring the controversy regarding Martin Guerre. You should focus on the issues raised in the film, the book, and the AHR forum. Formulate an argument about the controversy – which interpretation do you favor and why? In developing your argument, you should think about the different approaches, assumptions, interpretations, and rhetoric used by the film director and the historians. Do not simply dismiss or ignore arguments you do not agree with. Instead, explain why they are untenable, and why your interpretation is superior. When dealing with Davis’s book, you should focus on (1) her use of evidence and sources to make her argument, and (2) her interpretation of the Martin Guerre story. Does her evidence support her interpretation? Your paper should be at least 4 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins.
 
Final Paper: [20% or 80 points]
Choose one major event in history and examine how that event is historically portrayed from two very different points of view. For this paper, you will need to cite at least two primary sources and three secondary sources. I will be talking with each of you individually about your topic. The paper should be 1,500 words or more, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. You will need to follow the exact form for your footnotes and bibliography. See Turabian or the Chicago Manual of Style.
 
Computing your grade. At the end of the quarter, your numerical score will be converted to a letter grade. To determine your grade, I will divide the total number of points by 4 and then convert the percentage to a letter grade according to the following scale:
A: 92.6 and above
A-: 89.6-92.5
B+: 87.6-89.5
B: 82.6-87.5
B-: 79.6-82.5
C+: 77.6-79.5
C: 72.6-77.5
C-: 69.6-72.5
D+: 67.6-69.5
D: 62-67.5
E: below 62
 

Grading Standards for Written Assignments:
The following grading guidelines reflect the great value I place on the quality of student writing.
A:    Exceptionally well-written and well-organized, strong argument, excellent analysis,
insight into material, offering significant evidence and material as support, not repetitive or regurgitative.
B:    By comparison this paper is not as well written, is lacking in one way or another (compared to an “A” paper), may exhibit some mastery of material but is often repetitive or regurgitative.
C:    Deficient in writing or organization, marked by a paucity of sources, “satisfactory,” lacking analysis.
D:    Serious flaws in any or many of the areas mentioned above.
E:     Didn’t answer the question, incoherent, entirely missed the nature/goal of the assignment.
 

Study and Paper Tips
•Please do the assigned readings before you come to class and keep up with the readings.
•When writing your paper, keep in mind three areas: Content, Organization, and Presentation. Here are some areas to look for and to work on.
1.      Strive for good organization: Begin with an introduction, where you state your argument and briefly tell the reader what you will be writing about. This is followed by the body of the paper, where you present your argument and the evidence for it. Finally, your paper should have a conclusion, in which you once again explain the significance of your question (what the stakes are) and argument.
2.      Strive for good organization within your paragraphs. Begin with a clear, concise topic sentence.
3.      Make sure that you follow a clear progression of ideas from one paragraph to the next. This is called coherence.
4.      Avoid lengthy quotes. I want to hear your own voice: you have something unique and important to say.
5.      Avoid contractions.
6.      Use the passive voice sparingly. For example: “The Black Death was caused by rats carrying infected fleas.” Better: “Rats carrying infected fleas caused the Black Death.” The passive voice makes your writing weak and passive.
7.      Avoid plagiarism at all costs.
8.      Check and double-check for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Get someone else to read your paper for these mistakes. 
9.      Use proper footnote style.
 

Plagiarism and the Correct Citation of Sources
Plagiarism (using someone else’s work under your own name) 
will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
Those guilty of plagiarism usually receive a failing grade in the course. 
Remember: if you can find it on the Internet, so can I.

For an explanation of what constitutes plagiarism, see the following link: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
 
Still unsure about what constitutes plagiarism? These sites will help:
www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html
www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
For information about how to cite and footnote your sources correctly, follow one of the following styles (the two most commonly used by historians): 
Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian.
www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/works_cited.htm
 
 
 
University Policies
 
Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and one time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Students with disabilities
 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
Academic Dishonesty
 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including plagiarism and dishonesty in connection with examinations. All instances of alleged academic misconduct will be reported to the committee.
Course Outline
 
Part 1: Introduction to the Discipline of History

 
 
Part 2: Richard III: Monster or Victim?

 
 
Part 3: The Controversy over Martin Guerre

 
 
Part 4: Thinking about History, Truth, and Evidence

 
 
N.B.:  The following schedule is approximate and may change as circumstances dictate.
 
Course Schedule
 
Part 1. Introduction to the Discipline of History
 
Week one

R Sept 21
     Introductions: Introductory Exercise; What Is History?
 
Week two
T Sept 26
     Bloch, The Historian’s Craft, pp. 3-137
     Assignment: Bring in one personal artifact that says something about you.
 
R Sept 28
     Davidson and Lytle, “Prologue”
     Read about two famous historians who plagiarized: 
      http://www.forbes.com/2002/02/27/0227goodwin.html 
     Know about stylesheets. You will be required to follow the Chicago Manual of Style format; Kate Turabian offers a condensed version. There are various online summaries of Turabian, such as the following:
      http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/turabiangd.php
      http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian.html
      http://www.pace.edu/library/instruct/guides/Turabian.htm
 
Part 2. Richard III: Monster or Victim?
 
Week three
T Oct 3
     The Monster: Shakespeare’s Tragedy of King Richard the Third
     The Play: http://www.r3.org/bookcase/shaksper/frontend.html 
     N.B.: Either buy a copy of the play or get a copy from a library or print it out from online.
 
R Oct 5
     Shakespeare, cont.; begin reading Tey
 
Week four
T Oct 10
     The Victim: Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (entire)
 
R Oct 12
     Book review of Tey due
 
Week five
T Oct 17
     The history major at Ohio State: Maria Mazon
 
     Dominic Mancini, The Usurpation of Richard the Third (get photocopy from instructor)
     Davidson and Lytle, ch. 3
 
R Oct 19
     Primary source analysis due
 
Week six
T Oct 24
      Davidson and Lytle, ch. 2; short quiz over Richard III
 
R Oct 26
     Electronic Sources for Historians: No class meeting. You are required to complete a series of net tutorials designed to teach you both how to use the web and how to evaluate websites as sources for research.
 
     These tutorials can be accessed by going to the OSU Library Home Page (http://library.osu.edu) and, under “Learn” (at the top of the page), clicking on net.TUTOR. Complete the following seven net tutorials: Searching 101, Using Web Search Tools, Specialized Databases (all under “Search Skills”), Smart Research Strategies, Evaluating Web Sites, Citing Net Sources (all under “Research Techniques”), and History Research (under “Special Topics”).
 
     Each tutorial should take between 15 and 30 minutes, depending on how many extra links you choose to study. All that is required for this course is that you complete the tutorial and the quiz that ends each tutorial. (Those of you who are new to the web may want to take some of the introductory tutorials, “Getting Started on the Web,” “About Web Broswers,” and “Searching Oscar,” but these are not required.) You should have completed the assignment and taken all the quizzes by Tuesday, October 31.
 
Part 3. The Controversy over Martin Guerre
Week seven
T Oct 31
     Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (entire)
 
R Nov 2
     The Film Version: Le Retour de Martin Guerre, directed by Daniel Vigne (1982)
     Note: This film will be shown in Room 19, the multimedia room, in the basement of Lord Hall, from 7:00-9:00 PM. If you have a conflict, please see me in advance. There is no regular class meeting.
 
Week eight
T Nov 7
     Competing Narratives: The Film and the Text (discussion of book and film)
 
R Nov 9
     Historical Criticism
     “AHR Forum: The Return of Martin Guerre,” American Historical Review 93 (1988): 552-603
     Paper due: The Return of Martin Guerre
     
Week nine
T Nov 14
     Individual meetings for final paper
 
Part 4. Thinking about History, Truth, and Evidence
 
R Nov 16
     Beard and Becker
     Précis due
 
Week ten
T Nov 21
     Davidson and Lytle, ch. 5
 
Thanksgiving Holiday: Nov 23-26
 
Week eleven
T Nov 28
     Individual meetings for final paper
 
R Nov 30 Last class day
__________________________________
FINAL EXAMS: December 4-7
 
FINAL EXAM TIME: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1:30-3:18 PM

 

N.B.: The final paper is due by exam time. You will need to send me a copy by email and to submit a hard copy of the paper. Further details to come.
