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Welcome to the history major! This course will introduce you to the processes and methods involved in thinking historically. Unlike other courses in the History Department, this course will not focus on a particular topic or period, but, rather, will examine how historians work, regardless of their specific topic or period. Throughout the course, we will be concerned with why we should learn about the past and how we come to know it. By the end of the course, you should have answers to the questions of why and how historians do what they do. You should also be prepared to do well in the history major, both in terms of choosing courses wisely and in terms of reading, studying, and writing effectively.

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Academic disciplines are characterized by intellectual and social systems of knowledge that are reinforced by protocols. This course will examine the system that historians use to research and write history. To do this, we will focus on two historical controversies--(1) whether or not Richard III (last Plantagenet king of England, r. 1483-85) killed his nephews to gain the throne, and (2) whether or not a French villager who returned home after years away at war was the man he claimed to be. In addition, during the quarter, you will work to develop certain skills that will aid you in the history major. These skills include reading and summarizing historical sources; understanding the difference between primary and secondary sources; documenting sources and recognizing the different types of documentation used by historians; and thinking critically about the nature of various sources and the processes of selection and of interpretation.

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATIONS OF STUDENTS: History 398 may be the most difficult course you take in the major. Unlike many other history courses, this one is organized as a reading- and discussion-based seminar and writing workshop. I hope that we will work hard to help you hone the skills you will need in the major. I urge you to visit me in my office (either during office hours or at other times by appointment) as often as you need to. I will be happy to help you with all the assignments once you make clear what help you need. Always feel free to ask questions in class. Whatever you wonder about is probably also of concern to some of your classmates, too.

 

Specific course requirements are:

 

1. You are expected to come to class having done the reading and other assignments and prepared to get involved through sharing your informed ideas and by constructively evaluating those of others. Even expressing confusion about course materials and concepts, through questions posed to the class, constitutes participation. As much as possible, class discussions will be student-led. If you are not ready for active engagement in class readings, discussions, and writing assignments and projects, it does not make sense for you to enroll in this course at this time.

2. You will read three books and selections from other books and from the American Historical Review.
3. You will learn to understand footnotes & endnotes, sources, and bibliographies as well as to write the precis, a critical book review, a list of guidelines for historical research, and a synthetic paper focusing on a particular problem.

4. You will also complete a series of assignments in a workbook that will assist you with these assignments.

5. We will view a number of films as part of the class. These films are an integral part of the course and are required viewing. One film will be scheduled outside regular class hours. You should let me know about a time conflict immediately so that alternate arrangements can be made for you to view it.

 

Grading Policies
 

All assignments are due at the start of class on the date listed in the schedule given below. Two absences will be forgiven but, after that, penalties will begin. This is a course about form, content, and protocols. Thus, in evaluating written assignments, the instructor will pay close attention to these as well as to grammar and style. Each student will be expected to obtain a folder and to retain his/her essays throughout the quarter; the complete student dossier will be submitted along with the final essay.
 

The course grade will depend primarily on the quality of written assignments, although 10% of the grade will be determined by attendance and 10% by contributions that students make to class discussion. Grades for each of the assignments explained later in the syllabus will be apportioned as follows. The instructor uses the conventional scale to calculate final letter grades: A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, etc., along with pluses and minuses. Students should note that a 398 grade of “C” or better is required for the history major.

 

Assignment I: Article assignments (5 written assignments, 5 points each)             25 points

Assignment II: Critical Book Review                                                                 10 points

Assignment III: Guidelines for Historians                                                             5 points

Assignment IV: Second Precis                                                                          10 points

Assignment V: Final Paper                                                                                20 points

Attendance:                                                                                                      10 points

Participation:                                                                                                     10 points

Exercises in Furay and Salevouris:                                                                     10 points

 

For those who would benefit from visiting the Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing, it is now located on the 4th floor of Mendenhall Lab. In the past, reservations have been required. Plan your time accordingly.

 

Unless instructed otherwise, all written assignments must be typed or computer-printed, double-spaced, and have one inch (1”) margins. Please make sure the print-out is legible and sufficiently dark; do not use bold. Use only 10- or 12-point standard fonts such as Times, Geneva, or Courier, and cite all sources using the styles learned in this class. All assignments must be submitted on paper.

 

Students are responsible for all materials, lectures, discussions, films, and readings. All university rules regarding cheating and plagiarism are applicable and it is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with them. This syllabus and any study aids supplied to the students in History 398 are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Any further instructions regarding course requirements given verbally by the instructor are as binding as written instructions. 

 

Lateness and Makeups: No late assignments will be accepted without the prior agreement of the instructor and submission of a doctor’s note. Course overloads and work duties are not acceptable excuses for late assignments or for failure to participate fully in other class activities. If you know that you will miss a class in which an essay is due, you must make prior arrangements with the instructor. Late papers, even with a legitimate excuse, will be marked down a half a letter grade per day for each day they are late, weekends included.

 

Students with a documented learning disability are encouraged to make their condition known to the instructor early in the quarter. No tape recordings of any kind are permitted in this course. Absences without the professor’s permission and habitual tardiness without reasons will be counted as factors in the student’s overall evaluation.

 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

 

READINGS: The following books are required for this course and may be obtained from the Student Book Exchange on High Street and other area bookstores. If you do not yet own a good dictionary, I strongly encourage you to purchase one now.

 

Conal Furay & Michael J. Salevouris, The Methods and Skills of History (2nd edition, Harlan Davidson, 2000)

Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Harvard, 1993)

Josephine Tey, The Daughter of Time (Scribner, 1951 and 1995)

Alison Weir, The Princes in the Tower (Ballantine, 1995)

 

Other readings are on reserve at the main library Reserves Desk and/or on E-Reserve. See below for more details.

 

Strongly recommended:
Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, & Dissertations (6th ed., Chicago, 1996); this is frequently available second-hand in area used book stores

 

Discussion Topics, Readings, and Assignment Deadlines
 
**In what follows, all assigned exercises in The Methods and Skills of History are 
from Set “A” unless otherwise specified**
 
Week 1
Sept. 24; Introductions and course description, purpose, and requirements; read and discuss Hummel, pp. 4-7

 

Week 2
Sept. 29; The Uses of History

Furay & Salevouris (hereafter F & S): read Chapt. 1, 2, do exercises 1:1 and 2:1, 2, 3

 

The Question about Richard III
Oct. 1; Introducing Richard III: In class, view portions of Richard III (1955), followed by discussion

Read Peter Saccio excerpt in library to prepare for this class

F & S: read Chapt. 3, do exercises 3:1 and 3:Set B:1

Turn in: article choices (see assignment I, part 1, described below)

 

Week 3
Oct. 6; Discuss Alison Weir, The Princes in the Tower, chapters 1-10

Historical Mindedness: Causality in History

F & S: read Chapt. 4, do exercises 4:1, 2

 

Oct. 8: Discuss Alison Weir, The Princes in the Tower, chapters 11-end

Sources: an introduction (primary versus secondary and other basics)

F & S: read Chapt. 7 & 9, do exercises 7:1, 2 and 9:1-4

 

Week 4
Oct. 13; Footnoting: when to do it and how

F & S: read Chapt. 12, do exercise 12:1-6

Turn in: Note explication (see assignment I, part 2)

 

Oct. 15; Identifying sources for historical research; Library presentation by Mr. David Lincove, University History Librarian

F & S: read Chapt. 6, do exercise 6:2

Turn in: Critical Book Review of Weir, Princes in the Tower (see assignment II)

 

Week 5
Oct. 20: Presentation on article sources (student speakers to be chosen at random)

Turn in: Statement of sources used in your article (see assignment I, part 3)

 

Oct. 22: Discussion of Josephine Tey, Daughter of Time, chapters 1-8

Turn in: Guidelines for historical researchers (see assignment III)

 

Week 6
Oct. 27: Discussion of Tey, Daughter of Time, con’t., chapters 9-end

 

Oct. 29: View portions of Richard III (1996), directed by Ian McKellon, in class; discussion of the film

F & S: Read Chapt. 8 and do exercise on pp. 139-40

 

Week 7
Nov. 3: Summing up the Richard III controversy

Turn in: Bibliography assignment (see assignment I, part 4)

 

Nov. 5: Contemporary Research Methods: Computers in History Research--use the Net.Tutor online

F & S: do exercise 6:1

 

Week 8
The Controversy Surrounding Martin Guerre
Nov. 10: Discussion of Natalie Zemon Davis, Return of Martin Guerre
Turn in: Precis of your article (see assignment I, part 5)

 

Nov. 12 NO CLASS at 10:30 am, but we MEET TONIGHT INSTEAD to view film Return of Martin Guerre (1982), directed by Daniel Vigne, from 7 to 9 pm in the multimedia room (Room 19) in the basement of Lord Hall; NOTE: THIS IS SCHEDULED AT A TIME OTHER THAN OUR USUAL CLASS TIME; IF YOU HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE SEE ME IN ADVANCE. 

 

Week 9
 

Nov. 17: Assessing sources

Turn in: All F & S exercises

 

Nov. 19: Discussion of film Return of Martin Guerre, which you viewed the previous Thursday as a class

Turn in: results of documentation search (see assignment I, part 6)

 

Week 10
 

Nov. 24: Discussion of “AHR Forum: The Return of Martin Guerre”

Turn in: Precis of Davis’ Return of Martin Guerre (see assignment IV)

 

History and Theory
Nov. 26: Photocopy and read for discussion the excerpt from Peter Novick’s That Noble Dream: The “Objectivity Question” and the American Historical Profession (1988), which is on reserve in the library.

 

Also, print out and read either Charles A. Beard, “Written History as an Act of Faith,” American Historical Review 39 (1934):219-31, or Carl Becker, “Everyman His Own Historian,” American Historical Review 37 (1932):221-36, which are on E-Reserve for this class at: http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/pbrown/pbrown/1,3,6,B/frameset&FF=pbrown+philip&4,,4

 

Students who are off campus must first log in as an OFF CAMPUS USER at the OSU Libraries main web page-   http://www.lib.ohio-state.edu/

 

If students have any questions, advice and/or information are available on the Electronic Reserves web page at-

http://reserves.lib.ohio-state.edu/current/Eres/eres2001.html

 

 

Week 11
Dec. 1: The problem of objectivity in history

Optional reading: F & S, Chapter 13

 

Dec. 3: Summing Up: Thinking about history, truth, and evidence

 

Final Examination
Dec. 11, Thurs., 7:30 am, as per the Master Schedule of Classes
Turn in final paper and dossier

 

Written Assignments
(due dates are also listed in the syllabus above; 
pay particular attention to the separate deadline for the last paper)

 

Assignment I: Scholarly Article
 

This assignment has multiple parts, and different due dates are in effect for each part, as indicated on the schedule.

 

Part 1: Selection of a scholarly article; due October 1
Choose an article from either the American Historical Review (1980 to the present) or the Journal of Modern History (again, 1980 to the present). Be sure to select an article rather than any other sort of piece; articles are clearly identified as such on the journal title page. Get your selection approved by me. Turn in your top three choices (giving author, title, journal name, volume number, and first page number) on October 1. I will notify you at the next class meeting which of your selections was approved. You will use the article repeatedly over the course of the quarter, so you should photocopy it twice (wait to do this until your selection is approved, however), giving me a copy and keeping one for yourself.

 

Part 2: Note explication; due October 13
Read F & S, Chapt. 12 before doing this assignment.

 

Notes, whether footnotes or endnotes, are the standard repository that historians use for documentation. The distinction between footnotes and endnotes is solely the location of the note text—one goes at the foot of the page, the other at the end of the paper, chapter, or book. Notes contain standard information to document specific items in the text of a historian’s work. They provide a sort of map for others to follow to locate the information source. Notes may document the works of other scholars or they may document primary sources produced by contemporaries of the events discussed in the historians’ text. A note must follow proper form and sequence, beceause those who produce and use notes decipher them according to a specific code that scholars know. You will be learning this code in class.

 

The “Note explication” assignment requires that you select one footnote (or, if necessary because of brief entries, two) from your chosen article. Be sure you state which note you’re working on. Figure out the nature of the various sources that it cites. To qualify for explication, a note must include documentation of at least four sources; must include some variety in the nature of the sources (articles, books, manuscripts, etc.); and must include some shortened forms (as in abbreviations or subsequent citations). Photocopy the note to accompany your explication. Your explication may be in list form. For each item, identify all aspects. These may include but would not necessarily be limited to authors, editors, translators, title, title of larger work of which the item is a part, publisher, publication place and date, manuscript repository. State in a separate sentence the nature of the item and identify it as primary or secondary. 

For example, this citation (taken from a hypothetical subsequent citation in a book):

Horvath, “Social World of Salem,” 315.

Do this for four sources.
 

Would be explicated as follows:

This citation refers to an article entitled “The Social World of Salem: William King’s 1681 Blasphemy Trial.” It appeared in the journal, North American Monthly, in volume 41, issue 6, published in 1989, on pp. 310-345. The article’s author is Arnold J. Horvath. The article would be considered a secondary source.

 

Part 3: Statement of Sources; due October 20
Read F & S Chapt. 9 before doing this exercise.

 

This statement of sources should describe the range of primary sources used in your chosen article. Start by citing the author and title of the article. Indicate the years covered by the article and show how the primary sources are relevant to those years. This means you must indicate the dates of primary source collections, publications, etc. State the nature of the sources that the article draws upon, and give some indication of the relative importance of each type. Also discuss issues covered by Furay and Salevouris as they relate to your author’s sources. The length of the statement should be dictated by the variety of source types your article uses. For instance, an article that relied almost solely on letters written by soldiers who fought in the American Civil War could be described quickly, but an article that used a variety of government documents supplemented by private diaries and letters would require more space. In any case, no more than two pages ought to be adequate. 

 

Part 4: Bibliography; due November 3
Review F & S, pp. 110, 215-16 before doing this exercise.

 

Bibliography is a standardized list of sources. Unlike notes, bibliographies lead you only to a work in general, not to a specific passage within it. Bibliographies, although generally less common than notes, are often used by historians and required of history students. Bibliographic form differs in important ways from note form. This assignment will help you learn these differences.

 

Produce a ten-item bibliography based on your article’s sources. Go through the footnotes of your chosen article, locating source items of various sorts. Produce a bibliography, based on the format explained in Turabian’s Manual for Writers, for this “bibliography.” This assignment is intended to help you to master proper citation form, so form matters.

 

Part 5: Precis of your article; due November 10
See F & S pp. 116-117 before doing this exercise.

 

A precis (pronounced “pray-sea”) captures the thesis (main point) of an article or book. It is similar to a scientific abstract. Every scholarly article and book makes an argument for the purpose of persuading the reader. Students are often asked to identify these in their classes. This assignment is intended to help you learn to do so.

 

The three goals of a precis are: summarize, analyze, and maximize by minimizing. Think of a precis as a miniaturized photo-reproduction of a sample of writing. Although the lighting, film speed, and camera will differ with each photograph, the same elements should be found in each. Likewise, in the precis, everyone will be using different words, their own words, to summarize their author’s word’s, but the same elements must be found in each.

 

The precis should identify the best sentence or short passage from the article stating the thesis. It should then go on to briefly summarize the argument of your article. The whole assignment should be no more than one double-spaced typed page (about 250 words). Word choice is important; anything longer than a page will not work.

 

At the top of the page, give the correct citation for your article in two forms: note and bibliography. See the guidelines for these formats in Turabian, A Manual for Writers.

 

Part 6: Documentation-check Report; due November 19
Review F & S pp. 109-110 before doing this exercise.

 

Historians often track down the sources cited by others. We often do this because we are working on a similar topic and would like to know more about a specific source being cited in a text. Sometimes we are simply checking on the accuracy of the work of our colleagues. You are asked to track down one source from your article to see how your author has used it.

 

Reporting on the results of your documentation search requires that you track down one reference cited in your article. Look through your chosen article to find a citation in the notes to another work—a secondary work is acceptable and will generally be easier to locate—and then find that item using the resources of the OSU library. Check the page for the information or quotation cited in your article. Write up your findings, with accompanying photocopies. Should you catch your article’s author in an error, please bring it to the attention of the class—it is worth extra credit points!

 

Assignment II: Critical Book Review; due October 15
Read F & S Chapt. 7 before doing this exercise and take a look at the book reviews in the back of the American Historical Review.

 
After you read the book by Weir, you must write a critical book review of it. With the book review, criticizing is just as important as the familiar goals of summarizing and analyzing. Write a 3-4 pp./1000-word maximum, typed, and double-spaced book review of Weir. For guidance on how to write a critical book review, Also, please pay attention to the following points:

            1. You should assume ignorance on the part of your reader. Who is the author? What are her qualifications for writing on this topic? Who published the book and when? How significant is the identity of the publisher and the date of publication? Evaluate the author’s sources; are they primary or secondary ones?

            2. The review must be a critical one; that is, it must discuss and analyze both the positive and negative aspects of the book. It should not simply summarize the contents, although some summary is necessary to set things up for your reader.

            3. Every review should have its own title, contain an introduction and conclusion, every quotation should be cited with an accurate page reference using the Turabian style, and every page except the first should be paginated.

 

Assignment III: Guidelines for Historians; due October 22
Even though the book by Josephine Tey is a novel (a work of fiction), it advocates various rules or guidelines that ought to guide a historian in making judgments about sources and interpretations. As you read the novel, make a list of three to five such guidelines offered by Tey. At the bottom of your list, please give the correct citation for Tey’s book in two forms: note and bibliography. See the guidelines for these formats in Turabian, A Manual for Writers.

 

Assignment IV: Precis of Davis, Return of Martin Guerre (Second Precis); due November 24
Review F & S 116-117 and follow instructions for I:5 above.

 

Assignment V: Final Paper assignment; due Dec. 11, 7:30 am
Review F & S Chapt. 12 before doing this exercise.

 
This paper will allow you to summarize some the themes of the quarter. In it, you should identify some epistemological or historiographical development discussed by Novick, Beard, or Becker, then use that to discuss material previously covered in the course—either on Richard III, Martin Guerre, or both. This paper should be 4-5 pages in length and should reveal your mastery of the protocols, citation styles, and writing techniques you have practiced this quarter. So that you start off on the right foot, recognize that this should be a “compare-and-contrast” type of essay.

 

 

