HISTORY 398
INTRODUCTION TO HISTORICAL THOUGHT AND METHODOLOGY
Fall Quarter 2004      M, W 1:30-3:18
48 Derby Hall
 
Instructor:         Professor Stephanie Smith 
                           Assistant Professor, History
Office:                Dulles Hall, Room 222
Office Hours:     10:00-11:00 Monday or Wednesday or by appointment
Phone:                292-6216
Email:                smith.4858@osu.edu
 
Description
                        This class will introduce history majors to the exciting field of history. Through the use of various readings and films (such the “The Matrix”), we will explore the historian’s craft, including what we mean by “history,” how we study history, and how we read and write history. Throughout the course we will examine ideas of “truth” in history, and how historians investigate the past to uncover history. As such, we will analyze various sources that are used to look at the past, as well as diverse approaches to history and methodologies. 
                  This course requires active participation by each and every student, and will be conducted as a workshop and discussion class. This course will provide students with the opportunity to develop their reading, writing, oral presentation, and analytical skills. Throughout the course, we will also study how to cite sources properly, how to use library and computer resources, how to write a précis, the art of writing a book and film review, and the principles of writing historical essays.
 
Assigned Readings
Richard Marius, Melvin E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History, 5/E, Pearson 
            Education, 2002, ISBN: 0-321-22716-6
Elisabeth Burgos-Debray, ed., I, Rigoberta Menchú: An Indian Woman in Guatemala, 
            Verso Books, 1987, ISBN: 0860917886
Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre, Harvard University Press, 1983, 
            ISBN: 0-674-76691-1
Conal Furay, Michael J. Salevouris, The Methods and Skills of History, 2nd edition, 
            Harlan Davidson, Inc., 0-88295-982-4
On-line Library Reserves
 
***All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
On-Line Library Reserves
The Matrix
1.      Carolyn Korsmeyer, “Seeing, Believing, Touching, Truth,” The Matrix and Philosophy
2.      David Mitsuo Nixon, “The Matrix Possibility,” The Matrix and Philosophy
I, Rigoberta Menchú
3.      New York Times, “Tarnished Laureate: A special report; Nobel Winner Finds Her Story Challenged”
4.      Mary Louise Pratt, “I, Rigoberta Menchú and the Culture Wars,” The Rigoberta Menchú Controversy
5.      David Stoll, “The Battle of Rigoberta,” The Rigoberta Menchú Controversy
The Return of Martin Guerre
6.      Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre,” AHR, vol. 93
7.      Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame,” AHR, vol. 93
Truth
8.      Joyce Appleby, Lynn Hunt, Margaret Jacob “Truth and Objectivity,” Telling the Truth about History
 

Grading: 
            Attendance/Participation/Exercises: 20%
            Group Presentations: 10%
2 Film Papers: 10% (5% each)
Book Review of I, Rigoberta Menchú: 15%
The Return of Martin Guerre Book/Film Comparison Paper: 15%
            Précis: 5%
            Final Paper on Truth in History: 25%
 
Make-up examinations and late work: Make-up work will be allowed only in the case of a real emergency, and only if this can documented with an official written excuse. Do not ask for exceptional treatment.
 
Late work will be downgraded by one letter grade for each day it is late. Work that is four or more days late will not be accepted.
I will only assign an incomplete grade if you have suffered a debilitating injury or a life altering loss, which must be documented, and you have completed a significant portion of the course work. If this is not the case, you will be assigned the grade earned. 
 
The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities. Contact the ODS at 2-3307. Students with disabilities should obtain the necessary form(s) for taking their midterm and final exams. Please make sure that I have signed the appropriate form well in advance of the exams. All information and documentation of disabilities will be kept confidential. 
 
 
Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.
See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: 
http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee. Warning: Do not attempt to copy a paper off the Web and present it as your own work! This is plagiarism, and will result in an academic misconduct hearing.
 
Study and Paper Tips: 
 Do the assigned readings before you come to class. Overall, keep up with the readings.
 When writing your paper, keep several things in mind. 
1.      Strive for good overall paper organization. Begin with an introduction, where you state your thesis and briefly tell the reader what you will be writing about. This is followed by the body of the paper, where you will present the body of your evidence through the development of supporting arguments. Finally, your paper should have a conclusion, in which you once again explain the significance of your question and argument. 
2.      Strive for good paragraph organization. Begin with a clear topic sentence, which is usually short. Follow with material that either supports or elaborates upon the idea of the topic sentence. 
3.      Make sure that your paper has a clear progression of ideas from one paragraph to the next.
4.      Avoid lengthy quotes. These take up valuable space that is better spent on your own analysis.
5.      Avoid contractions, such as don’t and isn’t, in your paper.
6.      Minimize use of the passive voice. For example: “The war was begun by peasants” should be “Peasants began the war.” Passive voice makes your writing weak.
7.      Once again, avoid plagiarism of any kind. 
8.      Double-check to make sure that your paper is free of spelling errors, improper grammar, or incorrect punctuation.
9.      Make sure that you use footnotes properly.
 
Attendance/Participation/Exercises: Attendance is required for every class, and will be taken at the beginning of each class. You are responsible for attending each and every class since your grade will be adversely affected by any absences. If you need to miss a class, please talk to me beforehand, and present an official written excuse when you return.
This class is designed as a discussion seminar, and requires active class participation and discussion by every student for each class. Our sessions will consist primarily of discussions concerning the readings and the homework assignments. To participate well in class, you will need to keep up with the reading material. Your participation grade will be based on attendance, quizzes, in-class assignments, and regular informed contributions to class discussion.
*** Please feel free to express your opinion in a constructive manner. Part of the objective of the class is for you to learn how to coherently express your positions on a number of topics. While you may not agree with everything said in class, you must show respect to fellow classmates.
 
Group Presentations: You will be responsible for one group presentation during the quarter. Your presentation should be around 30 minutes in length. You should also plan on leading the class discussion and asking questions following the presentation. 
 
Film Papers: You will need to write a paper on 2 of the films shown in class. Your paper should be 1 page in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. We will discuss how to write your film papers in class. Also, refer to Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 8 “History on Film” (131-140).
 
Book Review of I, Rigoberta Menchú: Write a critical review of I, Rigoberta Menchú. We will discuss how to write a review in class. Also, refer to Marius, Appendix C on Book Reviews and Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 7. Your paper should be at least 3 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins.
 
The Return of Martin Guerre Book/Film Paper: Write a paper exploring the controversy regarding Martin Guerre. You should focus on the issues raised in the film, the book, and the two AHA articles in your course packet. Formulate an argument about the controversy—which interpretation do you favor and why? In developing your argument, you should think about the different approaches, assumptions, interpretations, and rhetoric used by the film director and the historians. In other words, do not simply dismiss or ignore arguments you do not agree with. Instead, explain why they are not tenable, and then explain why your interpretation is superior. Your paper should be at least 3 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. 
 
Précis: A précis is a summary of the author’s main points, arguments and conclusions. It should be organized to reflect the author’s (in this case your) most important arguments and the reasoning behind the arguments. Your précis should be 1 page in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. We will talk about how to write a précis in class. Also refer to Furay & Salevouris, pages 116-117.
 
Final Paper on Truth in History: Choose one major event in history and examine how that event is historically portrayed from two very different points of view. For this paper you will need to cite at least two primary sources and three secondary sources. I will be talking with each of you individually about your topic. Your paper should be at least 5 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. 
For this paper you are only to use a maximum of ONE Internet source.
 
 
 
Course Schedule
Week 1                       
Sept. 22           Introduction
                                    
Week 2
Sept. 27           What is History?
Assignment: Bring in one personal artifact that says something about yourself and that you are willing to share with the class.
Reading: Marius, Chapter 2 “Thinking About History” (29-51)
In class: Who, What, When, Where, Why questions.
               Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 2 “The Nature of History,” 
Set B, Exercises 1, 2, 3
 
Sept. 29           Film: The Matrix
                        Reading: Menchú: Introduction-Chapter 6
 
Week 3                       
Oct. 4              The Truth According to the Matrix
                        Group Presentation 1 over the two readings on the Matrix in the course packet
Reading: Menchú: Chapters 7-12
    Marius, Chapter 3 “Modes of Historical Writing” (52-74)
Matrix articles (2) from the On-Line Library Reserves
In class: Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 8 “History on Film” 
                                                Chapter 1 “The Uses of History,” 
Set A, Exercise 1, 2
 
Oct. 6              In-Class Answers To All Your Questions About History At OSU and Beyond
                        
Week 4                       
Oct. 11            Learning about Sources 
1st Film Paper Due on the Matrix
Reading: Menchú: Chapters 13-18
     Marius, Chapter 4 “Gathering Information” (75-98)
      Marius, Chapter 6 “Writing in an Electronic Environment” (120-143)
In class: Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 9 “Evidence,” Set A, Exercises 1, 2
                                                                                     Set B, Exercises 1, 4
Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 5, “Thinking in Time: Context” 
         Set A, Exercise 1, 2
 
Oct. 13            Library Day--Meet in Room 124, Main Library 
                        Reading: Menchú: Chapters 19-24
Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 6 “Libraries: Real and Virtual”
Week 5                       
Oct. 18            Writing a Book Review/Précis
Reading: Marius, Appendix B, Book Reviews (209-220)
                 Marius, Chapter 5 “Taking Notes and Writing Drafts” (99-119)
In class: Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 7 “Reading History,” Set A, Exer. 1, 2, 3
            Set B, Exercise 1
                                       Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 3 “Continuity & Change,” Set A, Exer. 1
                        Reading: Menchú: Chapters 25-32
 
 
Oct. 20            Research Day
                        Reading: Menchú: Chapters 33-The conclusion
 
 
Week 6                       
Oct. 25            Film: Ararat
 
Oct. 27            Book Review Due on I, Rigoberta Menchú Due
                        Group 2 Presentation over three articles on Rigoberta Menchú in course packet
Reading: I, Rigoberta Menchú articles (3) from the On-Line Library Reserves
In class: Debate over Menchú
Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 4, “Multiple-Causality in History” 
        Set A, Exercise 2
 
Week 7                       
Nov. 1             2nd Film Paper Due on Ararat 
Historiography
Reading: Davis: Chapters Introduction-2
     Marius, Chapter 1 “Writing and History” (1-28)
In class: Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 13 “The History of History,” Exercise
                                                                        Chapter 14, “History & the Disciplines,”  Exercise 1, 3
 
Nov. 3             Group 1 meet with me over final paper. List of sources due.

                                Reading: Davis: Chapters 3-4 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 8                       
Nov. 8               Meet with me over final paper. List of sources due.
                                Reading: Davis: Chapters 5-6
 
Nov. 10           The Mechanics of Writing a Research Paper, Part I
Reading: Davis: Chapters 7-8
Marius, Chapter 7 “Writing Conventions and Style” (144-168)
In class: Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 12, “Writing the History Paper” 
         Set A, Exercise 1, 2, 3, 5
                                                                                             Set B, Exercise 1, 2, 3, 5             
Week 9           Précis of Final Project Due    
Nov. 15           Film: The Return of Martin Guerre
                                Reading: Davis: Chapters 9-10
                                 

Nov. 17           Group 3 Presentation over the two articles on The Return of Martin Guerre 
from the On-Line Library Reserves
Reading: Davis: Chapters 11-The conclusion
The Return of Martin Guerre articles (2) from the On-Line Library Reserves
In class: Discussion and Debate 
   Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 10, “Oral History and Statistics” 
         Set A, Exercise 2
         Set B, Exercise 1
 
                        
Week 10         The Return of Martin Guerre Book/Film Comparison Paper Due
Nov. 22           The Mechanics of Writing a Research Paper, Part II: Citing Sources
                        Group 4 Presentation over “Truth and Objectivity” from the 
On-Line Library Reserves
Reading: “Truth and Objectivity,” 
      Marius, Chapter 8 “Documenting Sources” (169-184)
In class: Furay & Salevouris, Chapter 11, “Interpretation” 
         Set A, Exercise 2, 4 Set B, Exercise 2, 4
 
Nov. 24           Film: The Official Story         
 
Week 11         
Nov. 29           In Class Presentations of final project
                         
 
Dec. 1             In Class Presentations of final project
                        Final Paper Due !!!
