History 399-Introduction to Historical Research
Spring Quarter, 2010

Professor Donna Guy

Journalism 0295

T-TH, 9:30-11:18

Donna Guy

Office Hours T-Th, 11:30-12:30 and by appointment

Dulles 210

guy.60@osu.edu

This course is designed to help honors students prepare to write their honors’ thesis.  Honors’ students from other disciplines are welcome to take the course, but they should be aware that the methodology focuses on historical research.  The complete syllabus will be prepared after students enroll in the course so that guest lecturers whose research is of interest to students can be scheduled for come to class.  The goal of this course is to enable honors students in their junior year to prepare an annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources for a topic they have defined well.  They will also write a paper analyzing a honor’s thesis found in the library.  Furthermore, all students will prepare a poster presentation that would be suitable for presenting in the Denman competition the following year.  The posters will be presented to history department faculty and students and the authors of the presentation will have to show their verbal abilities to explain the hypothesis, the topic, and the sources. The posters will be due on Week 8 and the annotated bibliography on Week 10.  Late papers and posters will not be accepted without the express permission of the instructor.  
Plagiarism policy:
See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
 
Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.  Remember that anyone who does not cite sources and quotes directly will be guilty of plagiarism.  Anyone who takes an idea (not a fact) from a source without stating where it came from will be guilty of plagiarism.
Disability Policy: All students with disabilities should speak with Prof. Guy immediately in order to work out potential problems with note taking, reading the assigned books, and taking the exams.

Grades are determined by 100-95=A; 94-90=A-; 89-87=B+; 86-84=B; 38-80=B-; 79-77=C+; 76-74=C; 73-70=C-; 69-67=D+; 66-64=D; 63-60=C-; and anything below 59 is an E.

Grades will be determined by class participation (20%), the report on an honor’s thesis (20%), the poster presentation (25%) and the annotated bibliography (35%).
Required Books
 
Several books have assigned for this course and are available at the SBX and the 
OSU bookstores:
Storey, Writing History:  A Guide for Students
Howell and Prevenier, From Reliable Sources:  An Introduction to Historical Methods.

Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual 5e with 2009 MLS &2010 APA updates
In addition, each student will be expected to read one honor’s history thesis and make a short report on its methodology and style.
Each week students will be reading about practical issues associated with research.  There will be one group trip to the library to work with the history specialist, Dr. David Lincove.  You may then set up individual appointments to work on data bases associated with your field.

We will also be having guests, undergrads who are writing honors’ theses, grad students doing research, and professors who work on topic of interest.  They will be talking about their adventures in research at home and abroad.

Students should be meeting with this instructor and their advisors frequently throughout the quarter for help developing their research ideas.

Temporary Syllabus

March 30, April 1 Introduction to Course Video: Shooting the Past

Students will write a one page essay on their thoughts about passion and research. This will be due April 6.

Readings:  Howell and Prevenier, Introduction and Ch. 1

Storey, Ch. 1 Discussion of video and readings on April 1

April 6, 8 April 6 visit by Professor Jeffries, head of the Honors Program; How to take notes and bibliography electronically
Readings:  Storey, Ch. 2-3; Howell and Prevenier, Ch. 2

All students who have not selected topics for their research project must speak to Prof. Guy during office hours this week.
The April 6 class will take place in the Goldberg Center on the second floor of Dulles Hall.  The April 8th class will take place at Thompson Library room 150B.  The room is on the first floor or the floor you enter from the main entrance (oval).
April 13, 15  
Hypotheses and Interpretations, Doing Research in Archives: Adventures in the Archives:, April 13, Maria Leland, April 15, Prof. Prof. Judy Wu
Readings:  Storey, Ch. 4

Howell and Prevenier, Ch. 3

Hacker, Ch. 1

April 20, 22  Prof. Stephen Kern will talk about writing style.  We will meet in his classroom in 21 Lazenby Hall at 9:30.  The class will be shorter than ours and we will all have coffee after this (my treat) and discuss what we’ve learned. 
April 20.  Please have Hacker, Section 1 on Clarity read; April 22 Please have Section 2 on Grammar and Section 3 on “Punctuation and Mechanics”  through the use of the semicolon read.
April 27-29 Doing Research in the Archives  Primary Documents, How important and what do we do with them? Visits:  April 27, Prof. Peter Hahn, Chair of History Dept.; April 29 Prof. Robin Judd.
Howell and Prevenier, Ch. 5
All students will consult either the National Security Archives  http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv or one of the archival collections on microfilm in the library and come with three documents to discuss on Thursday.  If you already have primary documents for your project, you may use them.

Report on Honors Thesis Due (5-10) pages, double spaced) April 29.  I would like you to analyze the thesis and observe points that might help you with your own thesis.  Please keep in mind the writing suggestions of Prof. Kern and the Hacker chapters both for the thesis you analyze as well as for your own writing. All students will meet with the instructor after she has handed back the papers to discuss writing issues.
May 4, 6; Creating posters for the Denman Competition; Interpretations of work and using your own voice
Reading:  Storey, Ch. 5-7
Hacker, Ch 9

May 11, 13 May 11 How to avoid research and writing blocs May 13, Guest lecture by Katherine Watt, a senior working on her honors thesis
Reading, 
Storey, Ch. 8
Hacker, Ch. 5

May 18, 20
How to write an annotated bibliography
Reading:  Storey, Ch. 9

Hacker, Ch. 6

May 25, 27 Presentations by students of their powerpoints
Reading: Storey, Ch. 10

Hacker, Ch, 7-8

June 1, 3  Reports by students of problems and successes on their annotated bibliographies.  Each student should have a preliminary bibliography and email it to the instructor and to fellow students.
Hacker, Ch. 10, 14

June 3 Annotated bibliography due.

